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Chevreville was neither furprifed 
or alarmed bfy Eugenie’s fudden flight 
from Fontenaye-aux-rofes, it was aa 
event which his previous knowledge of 
her intentions had led him to expedt, 
and from which he hoped to profit, to 
the utmoft extent of his wiflies. 

As foon as he received this informa¬ 
tion by means of the faithlefs Paimna, 
he haftened to his friend the Secretary, 
vol. in. B and 
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and told him that their common inter- 
eft now required an increafe of vigi¬ 
lance, left their intended prey Ihould 
efcape from their purfuit, as he made 
no doubt that a foreign minifter would 
foon intercede with government, that 
Eugenie might be permitted to leave 
France. The credulous Secretary fullf^ 
perfuaded that Chevreville meant to 
ftiare with him the fpoils of injured 
innocence, promifed again to lend him 
all the affiftance in bis power, and allur¬ 
ed him that Eugenie’s p # aflport Ihould 
be made out in fuch a manner, as would 
expofe her to be flopped on the journey. 

Chevreville alked no more, every 
thing elfe he conceived to depend upon 
himfelf, and he was too well fatisfied 
with his own pr^wefs in undertakings 
of this nature, to feel much apprehen- 
fuon ‘for -the final refult of his operations. 

In the mean time, the gentle Eugenie 

was 
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was grateful to heaven for the place 
of refuge which it afforded her, in the 
inviolable manfion of the Count Sta- 
rinfki, and as feveral weeks had elapfed 
without her hearing any thing more 
about Chevreville or his wicked pro¬ 
jects, (he concluded that he had entirely 
forgotten her, and that he was not the 
determined villain that Madame de La- 
touche had reprefented him. 

Truth, at whofe fhrine we mud facri- 
fice every other confideration, obliges 
us to confefs.that this refleftion was gra¬ 
tifying to Eugenie, and that fhe was 
pleafed at being enabled to confider as 
lefs criminal, the man whom fhe former¬ 
ly imagined to be worthy of her efteem. 
Nor let it be faid with more precipitation 
than judgment, thq| this amiable girl 
ftill harboured fentiments of affeftion 
for Chevreville,—-fhe never loved him. 
The artful feducer had appeared before 
» * Eugenie 
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Eugenie as the intimate friend and 
almoft adopted child of her revered 
father; he had fkilfully acted the part 
of a man of high honour, and a fullerer 
in a caufo common to both, and his lan¬ 
guage in her prefence, was a faithful 
echo of what fhe had been accuftomed 
to hear from her beloved brother. 
Encafed in the impenetrable armour of 
fimulation and hypocrily, it is no won¬ 
der that a confummate deceiver, Ihouid 
impofe upon the unfufpecting mind cf 
an innocent female; buj luckily tor 
Eugenie's peace, as well as lor her 
honour, the whole fabric of deluiion 
had been completely ddlroved, ere 
efteem had ripened into a more power¬ 
ful attaenment, and if it was painful to 
part with the former, it was bins to 
conftder that fhe was not 'compelled ro 
facrifrce the latter of thofe fentiments, 
in obedience to the commands of duty, 

of 
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of prudence, and of felf-refpe£V. Thus 
it is eafy to reconcile Eugenie’s fatisfac- 
tion in fuppofing Chcvreville lefs guilty 
than he really was, with the moll per¬ 
fect indifference for the man. 

The fcenes which Mad. Srariniki’s 
houfe exhibited, were, from their novel¬ 
ty, well adapted to difpel the gloom 
that *ecent occurrences might have 
fpread over the fufceptible mind of Eu¬ 
genic. The forenoon was chiefly occu¬ 
pied in receiving the vifits of the Coun- 
tefs’s old acquaintances, who had efcap- 
< d tranfportation, the lantern-rope, and 
toe guillotine, and who were glad to 
meet in a place where they could talk 
■ 'ver their misfortunes, without fear of 
bJr.g interrupted by a troop ofarmtd 
citizens, with inftru&ions to convey 
them to gaol. 

In the evening the company was 
made up of fome of the law-givers of 
b 3 the 
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the day, and moft of the foreign mini in¬ 
ters of the powers at peace with France, 
and of all the literati who {fill adhered 
to the doCtrine of perfectibility, with as 
much tenacioufnefs, as the Jews do to 
their hopes of a future Mefliah. 

To the firft mentioned part of this 
motley affemblage, Mad. Starinlki was 
not wanting in the diftribution of her 
fmiles and attentions, for feveral ftrong 
and obvious reafonsj and while file 
committed the diplomatic corps, to the 
refpeCt and confederation of her huf- 
band, fhe fhone herfelf with unrivalled 
fplendour among the literary characters, 
who adorned her drawing room. Thefe 
intheit turn, endeavoured to reflect 
back fome portion of intellectual light 
upon their fair entertainer, an effort t« 
which they were ftimulated with re¬ 
doubled. ardour, from the combined 
circumftances of having a great tafle 

lor 



M. L'L iiRiNBOC. 


7 


tor the Countefs's witticifms, and a no 
!efs rdilh for her dinners and fuppers, 
which faft goes to dlablifli tlie remark, 
made by certain profound obfervers, 
that the learned are often hi died with 
very jfhurp appetites, and that they 
gladly indulge in the luxuries of good 
living, while they defcant on the advan¬ 
tages of temperance and fobriety. The 
dialogues that took place at Mad. Sta- 
•rinfki’s were fometiinc-s rather more 
remarkable for affording an unlimited 
fcope to fapey and allufion, than for 
feverity of morals; and on thefe occa- 
fions the Countefs, who was a woman 
of uncommon dexterity, always contri¬ 
ved to feat Eugenie near a legiilator 
who entertained her by expatiating oh. 
the fenfible growth of republican vir¬ 
tues ; or elfe dole to one of the pleni¬ 
potentiaries, whofe infipid compliments, 

and common-place civilities, ferved like 
ji 4 cotton, 



8 


MLMOIRS Or 


cotton, to il-.-jj up her ears, and prevent 
the introduction"' of more obnoxious^ 
founds. What was mod annum; , 
was to pbfarve the burlefque dignity 
with whb-h . a now rulers of the Stale, 
received the fubmiflive adulation and 
icrvile homage of the bowing reprelcn- 
tatives of foreign powers. 

Thus did Eugenie pals away the time, 
which was occafionally enlivened by 
Mad. de Flavigny’s friendly vifits, when* 
flie was told one day by Count Starinfki, 
that it was at lad in his p»wer to ofier 
her a proper perfon to accompany her 
out of France. This perfon was a mef- 
fenger whom he was about to fend with 
difpatcher, to Berlin, a hind of million, 
which would effectually fecu.re them 
from any interruption on the road. Mad. 
de'Flavigny, notwith'i'landing >er age 
and.infirtnkies, ofFeied to fliare the dan¬ 
gers of the journey with her door hand. 
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but this was an exertion which Eugenie 
would not hear of, and they parted 
after a thoufand manifeftations of love 
and rendernefs on both Tides. The 
Count and Countefs then embraced Eu¬ 
genie, for whom they had contracted 
fentiments of real affection, and the 
latter told the meflenger to be even more 
careful of the fair traveller, than of hts 
difpatchcs, for that of Eugenie there 
could he no duplicate. 
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CHAP. XLVII. 

The meffenger was an honed: German, 
of grave deportment, and military afpect, 
who did not trouble Eugenie with 
much converfation, but in exchange, 
he regaled her from time to time with 
volumes of fmoke, firfl inhaled from a 
long tobacco-pipe, and then rendered 
more favoury by taking their vent 
through his mouth and noflrils. 

Perceiving, however, that his fellow 
traveller feemed rather dejected, and 
out of fpirits, he begged her not to give 
way to melancholy, for that he had a 
fabre and four horfe-piftols entirely at 
her fervice, a piece of information that 
only ferved to add to Eugenie’s terrors, 

5 for 
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for ffie expected every minute that by 
the motion of the carriage, one of the 
piftols would go oft', and lodge its con¬ 
tents in her own body, or in that of her 
conductor. Having followed the route 
of La Ferte and Chalons-fur-Marne, 
towards the Rhine, for two days, with¬ 
out meeting any difficulty or molefta- 
tion, Eugenie began to be fanguine in 
her hopes of foon finding herfelf beyond 
•the reach of her enemies, and of em¬ 
bracing the friend cf her infancy, whom 
flie had not feen for fo many years. 

On the evening of the fecond day, 
while they were taking fome refrelhment 
at the inn at P—, a municipal officer 
came into the room, and alked the 
meffenger if he was not the perfon 
charged with difpatches from Paris to 
Berlin? “Yes,” anfweredthe German. 
“ Then Sir,” refumed the officer, “ you 
are at liberty to continue your journey 
b 6 whenever 
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whenever you pleai'e, but as for this 
lady, (pointing to Eugenie,) (he mutt 
go with me before the fub-prefeett, 
who thinks that there are ftrong reaibns 
for detaining her.” 

It does not require any great effort of 
imagination, to fancy the emotions of 
terror and furprife that feized the gentle 
fitter of Brinboc, when (he heard this 
formidable fentence, and (lie was f'o 
much and fo dreadfully alarmed, as not 
to be able to make any reply. Her fait h- 
ful guardian, however, endeavoured to 
(peak for her, and in his arguments to 
lay much ttrefs upon the circumitaiv a 
of her having been committed to l. < 
care by an anibaffador, who from ti e 
nature of his public character, conli 
not have taken any interett in the Lfety 
and welfare of an improper or iufpid- 
ous perfon. “ Pfliaw !” exclaimed the 
infoient underftrapper, “ don’t talk to 

me 
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me about ambaflfadors, vvhofe mailers 
we have beaten, a corporal of the na¬ 
tional guard is a much greater man, 
in my opinion.” With thefe words, 
he laid hold of Eugenie’s arm to drag 
her away, and all that her tears and 
intreaties could obtain from the ftern 
fat> llite of power, was that the meflfen- 
ger fhould be allowed to accompany 
them to the place of examination. 

As foon as the fub-prefeit had dif- 
patched the bufintfs of fome other per- 
fons, according to the order in which 
they had prefented themfclves before 
his tribunal, he addvelled Eugenie, and 
told her, that he was under the necefliry 
of inteirupting her journey, beeaul'e he 
had been informed by the gen ./ \irmc * 

A Cch d' Anne is a fort of military tiil'.,ft' in 
Franco, of >vh i!e power and functions, \v? have, 
thank God, but an imperfect ...ition, in England, 
lie is more courteou" than a J.inilfar'-, and better 
armed than a bum-I ..i'ifF, but related to both, as 
well in dignity of cilice, as in public flbmation. 

who ■ 
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who infpe&ed her paffport at the town 
gates, that her perfon did not agree with 
the defcription therein given, and that 
he would examine it hitnfelf, to fee if 
this report was correct. 

Eugenie’s demeanour was certainly 
fuch as might have created fufpicion, in 
the moft unprejudiced fpectators, for fhe 
trembled from head to foot, and was fo 
much agitated, that Ihe could hardly 
hand the paper to the fub-prefect, who 
read it attentively, and then eyed Eu¬ 
genie with great care and deliberation, 
after which he addreffed her in the follow¬ 
ing words: 

“ Madam, I cannot conceive how you 
could think of efcaping with fuch an ir¬ 
regular paffport, or how you could have 
beep allowed to proceed fo far without 
interruption. The remiffnefs of others, 
however, would afford no excufe for 
my negligence, and I mull order you 

into 
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into confinement until fome light is 
thrown on this bufinefs, for you arc 
defcribed in the paper as being of a fair 
complexion, with light hair and light 
eyes, whereas your eyes and hair, are 
both as black as my hat, befides, that 
you are not fo tall by three inches, as 
Teprefented in this defcription.” 

Here he waved his hand to one of the 
attendants, as if to take Eugenie out 
of court, but this was now become an 
office of fome difficulty, for ffie had 
fainted before the fub-prefect had quite 
delivered his commands, and ffie was 
fupported by two women, whom curiofi- 
ty had attra&ed to learn what might 
be the fate of the fufpe&ed lady, whofe 
arreft had already created a great noife 
in the town. 

While they were endeavouring to 
bring Eugenie to herfelf, a man t uflied 
into the hall, exclaiming, M Where 

is 
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is (he ? where is my wife ? my ungrate¬ 
ful wife!” 

The attention of the whole afiembly 
was inftantly removed from the unfor¬ 
tunate Eugenie, to the clamorous 
ftranger, who went up direftly to the 
fub-prefect, and defired him in the name 
of the Jaw, to flay all further proceed¬ 
ings againft the fugitive, whom he 
aifirmed to be his wedded wife. He 
then approached Eugenie, and going 
on his knees, cried out in a tremulous 
and broken tone of voice, “ Eugenic! 
dearefl: Eugenie! what could induce 
you to leave the fonuefl of huib.mds? 
I am ready to forget all,—if in) intreatLs 
have no effect on you, letnember at 
leaft our infant child, whom you have 
abandoned, and who claims your cate 
and affection.” Eugenie opened her 
eyes,-and beheld before her the accuri- 
ed form of Chevreville. Site remained 

filent 
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fdent for fome moments, during which 
time lhe feemed to recover her Strength. 
She then difengaged herfelf fioin the 
women who had h on fuppnrting her, 
and with a firm flop and calm cornice- 
nance, walked to the table at which 
fat the fub-prufe.k, and allured him that 
the was not the wife of any man; that 
file was indeed flying from the perfec¬ 
tion of the impoftor who claimed her 
as his own, though flie only knew him 
by his villainous proceedings towards 
her, and file befought the magiltrate, 
as he valued the importance of ids fruit, 
and every principle of honour and com¬ 
panion, not to deliver her up, da fence - 
lefs and unprotected, to the horrible 
defigns of her bafe and cruel enemy. 

All this was lpoken with a compcfure 
and dignity of manner, that furprize'd 
the fub-prefect, and altoniftied the-by- 
Handers, and the former was about to 

make 



make an ani'wer, when Chevreville ex¬ 
claimed “Perfidious woman ! fmee you 
are deaf to the voice of my affectionate 
fuppliealiohs, I will fliew you and the 
world, that I have juftice on my fide, 
and that I am not to be traduced and 
ffmdcred with impunity.—Here Citizen 
fub-prefed, read aloud, if you pleafei 
the proofs of my misfortune, and of this* 
woman’s perjured faith.” He then pre- 
fented the fub-prefed with two papers, 
both of which being read in an audible 
voice, the one was a certificate from the 
mayor of a diftrid in the department of 
the Seine, ftating that Chevreville had 
been married to Eugenic according to 
law, on the fifteenth day of the fprouting 
month (Germinal) of the fird year ol 
liberty and equality ; and the other con¬ 
tained an order from the police oi Paris, 
diyaded . to all prefects, fnb preftdls, 
mayors an^ktheir deputies* adjuncts, &c. 
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to itflift citizen Chevreville in the re¬ 
covery of his ftrayed wife, &c. Stc. 

During the perufal ef thefe documents 
an awful filence had reigned throughout 
the affembly, which was now increafed to 
the greateft number the apartment could 
poflibly contain, infomuch that the play- 
houfe was nearly deferted that night, 
and each individual weighed, in his own 
mind the probable fentence of the im¬ 
partial judge, which the great majority 
conceived mud be in favour of the plain¬ 
tiff, when the former, laying down the 
papers that he had juft read, aiked Euge¬ 
nie if (he had any thing to allege againft 
the proofs they contained of the juftnefs 
of her hulband’s claim ? “ I take Hea¬ 
ven and earth to witnefs,” anfwered 
Eugenie, in a refolute voice, “ that the 
whole is a bafe forgery, and that I am 
not that man’s, or any man’s wife.' As 
to the erroneous description of my pe*,- 

fon 
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fon in the paiTport, I cannot tell how it 
came there; but that circc mftance in 
itfelf ought to be a prefu-mption in my 
favour : for if I had not been ronfeious 
of my innocence, and of tnv full right 
to go wherever I thought proper, I 
fhould have been more on my guard, 
and not trufted implicity to common 
precautions, as it is evident I have done 
with regard to the paflport. I mu ft now 
requefl, fir, that' you will hear what 
the perfon has to fay with whom I travel, 
and under whofe protection I was placed 
by an ambaflador at Paris * 1 

The fub-prefc£t agreed to tin's pro- 
pofal, and ordered the nv.ifenger to 
come forward and make his ucpofitim:; 
but alas ! no mellenger anfwered or a 
peared. It feems that this diplomado 
piece of clock-work had calculated the 
exaCt.number of days, hours, and mi¬ 
nutes which he was commonly allowed 
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10 fpend on the road between Paris and 
Berlin ; and fearing that Eugenie’s arreft 
might delay him beyond his ufual time, 
he had gone back to the inn, and from 
thence proceeded on his journey, leaving 
the unfortunate filter of Brinboc to get 
out of her troubles as well as file could. 

This unexpected defertion was a 
thunderftroke to Eugenie: Ihe looked 
around her, and faw nothing bu: ene¬ 
mies, or perfon indifferent to her fate, 
and Hie Hood motionlefs with horror 
and defpair, while another paufe of 
death-like filence took place, during 
which time Chevreville viewed his de¬ 
voted victim with a fort of lavage 
delight, and ferocious concupitcence.— 
At lalt the fub-prefeCt, either from 
wearinds or conviction, told Eugenie 
that the night was far advanced thdt 
appearances, from the firlt oufet,.‘were 
by no means in her favour j and that as 

Ihe 
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i he had nothing but a naked affertioli 
to adduce, againft pofitive proofs of her 
criminality, Ihe mud immediately return 
to the company and protection of the 
perfon who claimed her as his wife.— 
‘‘Never ! Never !” fhrieked out Eugenie. 
“ I will die a thoufand deaths, fooner 
than put myfelf in the power of that 
monfter.—I will cling to this table till I 
am cut to pieces—but 1 will not (tir from 
hence.”—Then calling her eyes, drown¬ 
ed in tears, round the affernbly.—“ I 
fee women here :—is there; not one who 
will come to the alfiftance of a wretched, 
unprotected creature of her own fex r” 
Pathetick as this appeal was, it might 
juft as well have been addreflfed to the 
winds or waves, for any effeCt that it 
produced on the callous feelings of the 
obdurate hearers j and the unfortunate 
Eugenie feemed to be totally abandoned 
to her cruel fate, when a great noife was 

heard 
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.heard at the door, accompanied by feve- 
ral voices vociferating “ Place au Gene¬ 
ra/,—Place au General. *” 

It would have appeared, a minute 
before, that the apartment could not 
contain another foul, but the general’s 
aid-du camps and attendants, by the 
help of a few kicks and cuffs which 
they bellowed pretty vigoroufly on all 
the members cf the fovereign people 
that flood in their way, foon opened a 
road for their commander, who march¬ 
ed up to the fub-prefeci, and throwing 
himfclf into a chair, atked him what all 
this racket was about, for that he could 
hardly get any fupper at the inn, not¬ 
withstanding that he was much fatigued 
by his journey from the army of the 
Rhi ne and Mobile:—“ feme people,” 
continued the general, “ lay thatj you 
have flopt one of the ci-devant princeffes, 

• “ Make room for the Gcnepri.” 


while 
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while others affirm that it is the Queen 
of Sardinia in difguife, who was arrefled 
by your orders.”—“ No, no,” anfwered 
the fub-prefeft, ** it is only a runaway 
wife, whom we are about to reftore to 
her loving hufband. Nothing elfe, I af- 
fdre you.*’—** Hah,” exclaimed the 
general, let me fee her;”—he then 
viewed Eugenie,whofe diftrefs had added 
a thoufand charms to her native beauty, 
and refumed, ** fhe is very pretty—very, 
very pretty indeed ; but for all that, I 
did not think there was a man in France 
fo filly as- to go in chace of a woman 
who thought proper to elope from him, 
were fhe as handfome as Helen:—fhew 
me this amorous hufband.”—“ That is 
he,” anfwered the fub-prefeft, “ in the 
white great coat, Handing near the 
der\.”—£h. Eh! what do I fee? furely 
my, eyes deceive me.—No, *tis he— 
De ——“ No, fir,** faid the fub-pre- 

feft. 
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fe&, “ the man’s name is Chevreviile.”— 

“ Aye, aye,” replied the general, “ Chev¬ 
reviiie, and Sacrceville, and as many more 
names as there are departments in the' 
republic.—Citizen fub-prefect, this buli- 
nefs affumes a very extraordinary ap¬ 
pearance ; I muff lift the matter to me 
bottom myfelf, and I detire that you will 
communicate every circumftance relat¬ 
ing to the parties, which has fallen 
under your cognizance.” 

The fub-prefe£t then entered into a 
circumftantial,detail of every occurrence 
with which the reader is already ac¬ 
quainted, and concluded his report, by 
alluring the general, that he had done 
nothing but what was eXadUy confor¬ 
mable to law. “ Poo, poo” faid the fon 
of Mars, “ a general who has won three 
battles in the fervice of his couptiy, 
ought to know fomething about a ^oint 
of law; and my opinion concerning this 
affair is exadtly the reverfe of yours.” 
vol. in. c Cer- 
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“ Certainly !” exclaimed theaid-du- 
camps, “ none but generals underftand 
the. laws.” 

He then addrefied Eugenie, and de- 
fired her to tell him candidly who file 
was, and by what chance file had come 
into this difagreeable predicament.— 

Eugenie, who foon began to revive 
again, and to confider the general in the 
light of a protefting angel, anfwered his 
interrogatories with fo much eafe, fim- 
plicity, and fweetnefs, that he felt doubly 
interefted in her favour, and in his hafie 
to ferve her, interrupted her narrative, 
and told the fub prefeft, that he was 
fure the certificate of marriage, and the 
order from the police of Paris, were 
nothing but forgeries; and that if he 
would immediately fet Eugenie at liberty. 
He qhe general) would take all the re- 
fponHbilily upon himfelf. 

The fub-prefed, who, although a 
lawyer by profelfion, had a much greater 

refpefh 
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refpeft for military interpretations of this 
fort, than for all the decrees of law¬ 
givers, from Juftinian down to Ana- 
charfis Cloots, complied without hefita- 
tion, and moreover undertook to correft 
the little irregularity in Eugenie’s paff- 
port, that file might be no longer fubjed 
to any let or moleftation in the profe- 
cution of her intended journey. 

The general next obferved to the fub- 
■prefed, that in order to complete their 
good work, it would be neceflary to 
difpofe of M. Chevreville, whom he 
knew to be one of the greateft villains 
in exigence; and having commanded 
filence, he addrefled the mifcreant in 
thefe words: “ Citizen Chevreville, you 
are allowed two hours to make the beft 
of your way out of this diftrid, .after 
which time, if you are caught witKin its 
limits, I will have you bound han^nd 
foot, and fent as a confcript to the army, 
C 2 or 
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or (hot without further ceremony, (hould 
you attempt to make any refiftance.” 

No fooney was this judgment pro¬ 
nounced, than the hall refounded with 
fhouts of “ Vive le General," and demon- 
ftrations of joy, for the liberation of the 
jolie demoifelle , manifefted by thofe very 
caitiffs, who, a few minutes before, did 
not feem inclined to ftir an inch to fave 
her from perdition; and during this 
momentary tumult, Chevreville con* 
trived to efcape through the crowd, 
curfing the ill-fortune that had blafted 
all his fchemes, even when they feemed 
mod likely to be crowned with fuccefs. 

The reader has doubtlefs anticipated, 
that the flaw in Eugenie’s paffport was 
the joint invention of Chevreville, and 
his ^worthy friend, the fecretary in the 
foreign office at Paris ; but he does not 
knoj»\ tha.t this indefatigable villain had 
followed Eugenie’s chaife for two days, 

patiently 
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patiently awaiting the moment of her 
arreft, which was to ferve as a fignal 
for beginning the farce that we have 
juft feen him perform in prefence of the 
fub-prefe£t, and the reft of the good 
company. It is alfo neceffary to add, 
for fear of miftakes, that the faid fub- 
prefefl was by no means privy to Chev- 
reville’s abominable plot, and if he bore 
at one time the appearance of an aider 
and abettor, it was rather from inadvert¬ 
ency or precipitation, than from any 
malicious defign of his own.—As for 
Eugenie, fhe was carried back in triumph 
to the inn, efcorted by the general and 
his followers, who were fo prodigal of 
their attentions, that fhe. began to fear 
(he had only efcaped one danger to en¬ 
counter another j but this fufpicion prpv- 
ed to be without any foundation, for her 
military prote&or behaved towarcsvJier 
with the greateft delicacy and decorum, 
c 3 like 
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■like a man who Hill retained fome fparks 
of genuine chivalry in his compofition ; 
and he left her to the repofe of which 
fhe flood fo much in need, as foon as he 
had ordered a corporal and two dragoons 
to condudl her in fafety to the borders 
of the Pruflian territory. With this ac¬ 
count of Eugenie’s providential deliver¬ 
ance, we (hall terminate this very long 
chapter, and return, for the lafl time, to 
the immediate fcene of a£tion, in which 
her brother was engaged* 
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CHAP. XLVIII. 

Previous to Sir James M’Corcodale’s 
departure from London, he had made two 
requefls to Brinboc; the firft and mod 
important was, that (hould Madame do 
Rofenfelt arrive in England during his. 
abfence, the celebration of their -nup¬ 
tials might be delayed until his return, 
which he would accelerate, in order to 
be prefent at the confummation of his 
friend’s happinefs: the fecond, that 
Brinboc would go down to Lady Bel¬ 
mont’s villa near Windfor, according 
to the invitation which they had both 
received, and there offer the Earohet’s 
excules, for not attending himfelf, ac¬ 
companied and embellifhed by as many 
c 4 , fine 
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fine things, as he might feel inclined 
to fay on fo favourable an occafion. 

With the former of thefe requefts, 
it was not difficult to comply, as long 
as Mad. de Rofenfelt forbore to make 
her appearance, and in regard to the 
latter, it was likely to prove an agree- 
ablediverfion toBrinboc, who had not yet 
formed many acquaintances in London. 

He accordingly went dWn to Wood¬ 
bine Lodge, where he was very cordially 
received by Lady Belmont, and the 
fair Celeftina, who profeffed themfelves 
willing to accept of Sir James’s apology, 
on account of the ambaffador by whom 
it was delivered. 

Here Brinboc fpent four or five days 
very pleafantly, with no other alloy to 
his .enjoyments, than the reflection 
that his beloved, and the gentle Eugenie 
were. .{till, at a great diflance, though 
fortunately for him, he little imagined 

the 
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the fevere trials which his fitter was un¬ 
dergoing at that very moment. 

During the interval between break- 
faft and dinner, Lady Belmont and her 
daughter were occupied either in pay¬ 
ing or receiving vifit|, which were al- 
nioft innumerable, as the court was 
then at Windfor; and our hero ufed to 
avail himfelf of thofe opportunities, to 
range in the foreft, and admire the 
beautiful fcenery, which firft infpired 
the poetic fong of the bard of Twick¬ 
enham. 

Befides the family, half a dozen 
ftrangers fat down to dinner every day, 
and feveral others dropping in, in the 
courfe of the evening, afforded fcope 
for indulging in the various pleafures 
of mufic, converfation, or cards, to¬ 
wards the laft of which amufements her 
Ladyfhip entertained a pretty ftrong pro- 
penfity. 

c 5 
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As the company was always compofed 
of people of falhion, and fometlmes of 
perfons of cultivated minds, Brinboc 
found the time glide away fo agreeably, 
that he began to look forward to the 
period of departure with fome degree 
of reluctance, when an event took place 
which haftened his return, without 
tending in the lead to make it the more 
defirable. 

On the lait day which he palled at 
Woodbine Lodge, a gentleman came 
down from London, to dine with Lady 
Belmont, and during dinner-time he 
talked of nothing but politics, though 
any other fubjeCt might have feemed 
more proper for the occalion, confider- 
ing that the fair fex conftituted the 
greater part of the perfons at table. But 
after the ladies, according to cuftom, re¬ 
tired to the drawing room, our orator’s 
eloquence being now freed from all re- 

ftrainr. 
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ftraint, became more copious and fervid 
than ever, and he profefled himfeif a. 
patriot, in fupport of which charafter, 
he poured forth a bitter phillippic againft 
his own country, and a fplendid eulo- 
gium in favour of its enemies. To the 
account of the former, he laid every 
crime and atrocity which had difgraced 
the world for the Iaft feven years j and 
in regard to the latter, he would not 
admit that they had been guilty of the 
moll venial tranfgrefiion againft juftice 
or humanity, to which they had not 
been driven by the abominable ambition 
and wickednefs of their adverfaries. 

Brinboc, who had good reafon to be 
acquainted with at leaft one fide of the 
pifture, was aftonifhed at this new 
fpecies -of patriotifm: he knew that it 
was not the patriotifm of ancient Greece 
and Rome; he believed it not to have 
been the patriotifm of England’s' better 
c 6 daysj 
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days; a.nd he was certain that it did not 
agree with the idea which his own mind 
formed of that virtue; but as he was 
the laft perfon in company who had 
any right to enter the lifts upon this 
fubieX, he remained in filence, meditat¬ 
ing on tlie ftrange and unaccountable 
perverfion of reafon and common fenfe, 
which could alone have given birth to 
this morbid affection, in the intel¬ 
lects of a man, who in other refpeXs 
neither fpoke or behaved like a fool or a 
maniac. 

At laft, the politician a'lked Brinboc 
if he was not an Emigrant ? and upon 
the latter anfwering in the affirmative, 
he threw out feveral harffi reflexions 
on the erroneous conduX of that body 
of men, at the commencement of the 
revolution, to which he added fome un¬ 
generous remarks upon fubfequent 
events, that refpeX for misfortune ought 

to 
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to have made him forbear, whatever 
might have been his private opinion. 

In the mean while, Brinboc fat burn¬ 
ing upon his chair, fometimes inclined 
to recriminate, and then again reftrained 
by motives of prudence, and by an unwil- 
lingnefs to create a difturbance in the 
manfion of hofpitality, till one of the 
company perceiving his ill-diffembled 
emotions, endeavoured to give the con- 
verfation another turn, and to palliate 
the afperity of the orator’s fentiments j 
but he grew rather more furious from 
this kind of oppofition, and at length 
forced the Emigrant to commence an 
oration pro domo fua, in the courfe of 
which, it is not impoffible that he 
might have let drop fomething intem¬ 
perate or incorrect, both from the poig¬ 
nancy of his feelings on the oicafjon, 
and from an imperfect mode of convey¬ 
ing his ideas in Englilh. 


Whether 
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Whether fo or not, the gentlemen 
no fooner got up to return to the room 
in which the ladies were . waiting for 
them, than the irafcible patriot whifper- 
ed Brinboc that he conceived himfelf 
perfonally infulted by what he had faid, 
and expected the fatisfadion of a gen* 
tleman ; and when the latter remarked, 
that he had not been the agreflfor in 
this difpute, the former replied with a 
fneer, that if M. le Chevalier did not 
wifh to renew the difeufiion, for the 
benefit of the whole houfe, he would 
expeft him the next morning, between 
the hours of fix and feven, at Hyde 
Park Corner, to proceed from thence 
to a place which fhould be agreed on 
between their feconds. To this hoftile 
declaration Brinboc only obferved, 
that it' was impoffible for him to be pre¬ 
pared within the time allotted, as he 
muft go to London to feekforhis fe- 

CCfid, 
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cond, and the meeting was accordingly 
deferred, until the fame hour of the fol¬ 
lowing day. 

The difference of opinion being thus 
rationally terminated for the prefent, 
the difputants joined the company, with 
great cheerfulnefs of look and manner, 
and Brinboc told Lady Belmont that he 
would be under the neceility of leaving 
her the next morning, as he had fome 
bufmefs which required his attendance 
in town. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

“ BtHOLD me now, (faid Brinboc to 
himfelf, when on his way to London,) 
behold me now on the point of turning 
gladiator or piftolator, and of adding 
one more to the lift of thofe who out of 
a miftaken notion of bravery, or out of 
dread of the animadverfions of perfons 
whom they defpife, refolve to fet the 
laws at defiance, and to outrage huma¬ 
nity as well as common feitfe. I know 
that out of ten duels, nine at leaft are 
the dfefls of pufillanimity in one or 
both of the parties, who fwagger and 
bully through mere cowardice,* until 

—- .. ——-— Tc be fu'iou*. 

Is to be frighted out of fear : and in that mood. 
The Dove will peck the Oflrich. 

• Hbakefpear.—Ant. & Chop. An iii. 

they 
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they are caught in their own fpringes, 
and forced to fight, whether they will 
or not j and I likewife know that fome 
gentlemen, who affe&ed a great tafte 
for duelling, afterwards proved them- 
felves arrant poltroons, in fituations 
which required true, and not con ft rain¬ 
ed courage; but as the world will have 
it fo, I will do like the reft of the world, 
unlefs the world fhould be cured of its 
folly, before feven o’clock to-morrow 
morning.” 

This admirable foliloquy and the 
journey being both at an end, Brin- 
bo*: went to enquire for Baron T—, 
in order to communicate to him the 
affair of honour in which he was engag¬ 
ed, and to folicit his attendance; but 
he found that his Swifs friend was ftill 
!n the Ifle of Wight, and the time of 
his return uncertain. lie then wifhed that 
O'Rourke or Sir James M'Corcodale 

had 
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had been in London, but as his wiflies 
could not tranfport the one from Ireland, 
and the other from Scotland, time 
enough for the intended meeting, he 
was fain to proceed forthwith to M. de 
S. Didier’s lodgings, whom he found 
in a very greafy dilhabille, bufily em¬ 
ployed about fome (ketches for the deco¬ 
rations of the next new Opera. As foon 
as he opened his bufinefs to the noble 
fcene-painter, the latter began to Ham¬ 
mer and hefitate, and manifeft figns of 
uneafmefs, and after throwing down 
two or three bruihes, and as many pots 
of paint, he commenced an awkward, 
apology, which ended in declining the 
propofed office of fecond. “ What!” 
exclaimed Brinboc, “ are all your pro- 
feffions of friendihip and attachment 
come to this ? | have informed you of 
the neceffity which urges me to make 
this requeft, and though you cannot 

now. 
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now march with grace or dignity at the 
head of your company, I think you 
might march with me to the place of 
combat, if you are not the firft foldier 
who ever refufed a call of this fort.’* 
“Nay,” returned the Gafeon, “be 
not fo violent j it is true that I have re¬ 
nounced all my military purfuits, as 1 
told you before, but I would refume 
them again for the fake of a friend, 
were there not a much more formida¬ 
ble obftacle in the way at prefent.—Mrs. 
Grifkin,—can’t you guefs ?” “ Not for 
my life and foul,” anfwered Brinboc, 
“ I cannot guefs what Mrs. Grifirin has 
to do in this affair. I do not want 
Mrs. Griikin to drefs my dinner, which 
.is the only occupation I could polfibly 
find out for her.” 

“Fye, fye!” refumed S. Didier, “ wheti 
you are better acquainted with, that 
amiable creature, you will think other. 

wife 5 
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wife; but unfortunately Mrs. Grifkin 
happens to be what they call a Metho- 
dift in this country, a fort of animal, 
of which we have no notion in France, 
becaufe we are not apt to be methodi¬ 
cal in any thing ; now I have heard her 
aifert a hundred times, that it is contra* 
ry to the infpiration of the new light, 
ever to combat, except with Satan, and 
that all carnal weapons of a warlike na¬ 
ture, are the works of darknefs j fo that 
by only afling as an auxiliary in this 
bufmefs, I (hould fend mywhole fcheme 
of matrimonial happinefs to the devil 
at one blow.” “ Very well, Sir,” repli¬ 
ed Qrinboc, putting on his hat, “ I fee 
how it is, but your futile excufes (hall 
not exempt you from the punifhment 
which I think you deferve, for your 
felfifh behaviour. I will go dire&Iy to 
the Orange Coffee-houfe in the Hay- 
Market, and there, in the prefence of 

all 
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all the Opera-dancers and fingers aflem- 
bled over their barley-coffee, and 
anifecd-brandy, I .will make known, 
that your real name is Cefar Plaftrog- 
nac, of the Plaftrognacs of Blaye, in 
Gafcony, and that you go by the affum- 
ed name of S. Didier, becaufe you con¬ 
ceive that your patronymick appellatior 
would be difgraced, by your affociating 
with fuch a rabble; and after this de¬ 
nunciation to the operatical convention, 
l would not be in your {kin for all the 
money you will ever make by fcene 
painting.” 

This menace, which, as the reader will 
eafily imagine, had nothing ferious in it, 
except the contempt with which it was 
delivered, produced a wonderful effect 
upon M. de S. Didier; a ghaftly pale- 
nefs overfpread his lengthened vifage, 
he fhook again with fear and diirnay, 
and he only retained preience' of mind 

enough 
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enough to run to the door, and prevent 
Brinboc’s departure. Here the terrified 
Cefar remained for fome time, without 
powers of utterance, until he fummoned 
refolution fefficient to entreat Brinboc 
not to expofe him to ruin, and not to dif- 
honour his family, a petition which he 
enforced by the mod fuppliant geftures, 
and looks of deje&ion, reminding our 
hero aifo of their early acquaintance 
and former intimacy. 

To thefe fupplications Brinboc fee ril¬ 
ed to pay very little attention, as" he 
had taken up a pencil, with which he 
was improving or rather effacing fome 
of the painter’s Iketches, when the latter 
fuddenly quitted his poft at the door, 
and flapping his forehead, CTied out, 
“I have it, my dear friend, a lucky, 
thought has juft ffruck me, do you 
know our countryman the Vicomte de 
Lapipee? ” ** No,” anfwered Brinboc, 

« That 



M. DE BRINBOC. 


47 

f{ That does not fignify,” returned 
S. Didier, “ he is the man for your 
pdrpofe, as brave a fellow as ever lived, 
my mod particular friend, and I will 
introduce you to him immediately.” 

Brinboc did not reliih the propofal 
very much, but as he faw that he had no 
other alternative, he agreed to the pro- 
pofition, and S. Didier, in confequence, 
began to make preparations for dreffing, 
as he called it, which confided of 
fluffing his hair with powder, and put¬ 
ting on a long military furtout. Before 
he had quite accoutred himfelf, how¬ 
ever, a coarfe female voice fu mourning 
him to dinner, was heard from the bot¬ 
tom of the flairs, to which the Gafcon 
returned for anfwer, that he would not 
dine at home, for that he was engaged 
to dine with a Mylor. 

** Pray,” faid Brinboc, “ may .1 afk 
the name of the noble Lerd who is to 

be 
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be favoured with your company to 
dinner.” 

tc 1 will dine with you,” replied the 
other brilkly; “ you are the fon of 
Baron Brinboc, and I do not fee why 
you fhould not be fiyled Mylor , as well 
as any Englifh nobleman; befides,” con¬ 
tinued he, “ it is always right to give 
onefelf an appearance of importance, 
even with Methodifts; k ton impofo.nl 
is of great ufe to us on many occa- 
fions.” 

After Brinboc had laughed heartily at ' 
the eafe with which this genius tranflated 
titles of honour, and the facility with 
which he invited hiinfelf to dine with his 
friends, they both fallied forth in queft 
of M. de Lapipee, whom they found 
at his lodgings, in one of the ftreets 
leading from Leicefler Square. 

The Vifcount was a genteel looking 
man,’of about forty years of age, of 

pleafing 
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pleafing manners and addrefs, who, no 
fooner heard of the motives of this vifit,_ 
than he agreed with becoming cordiality 
to perform the fervice which was re¬ 
quired of him by his friend M. de 
S. Didier. 

The hiftory of the quarrel, drew forth 
from him fome fevere ftri&ures on the 
chara&er of the people with whom they 
were living, until he was flopped in his 
progrefs by Brinboc, who faid that a 
Angle inftance of incivility (hould never 
prejudice his mind fo far, as to obliterate 
from thence < the recolle&ion of the 
kindnefs and attention which he had 
uniformly experienced, fince his arrival 
in England, with this foie exception. 

M.de Lapipde exprefled a great refpeft 
for the judgment and impartiality of M- 
le Chevalier, and added, that no doubt 
the charafter of the Englilh nation, like 
that of all others, was made up of virtues 
vol. tu. » and 
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and vices: he alfo a Iked Brinboc if he 
was provided with duelling piftols ? and 
upon the latter’s anfwering in the nega¬ 
tive, and likewife remarking that he had 
forgotten to afcertain if thofe were the 
weapons to be employed in the combat, 
M. le Vicomte promifed to have his own 
prepared in the morning, and by way of 
precaution to bring at the fame time a 
Toledo, which he obferved, with a fmile, 
had been tried and found good on feve- 
ral occafions.—Here they were inter¬ 
rupted by S. Didier, who, begged leave 
to remind them, that the hour of dining 
could be at no great diftance, and they 
adjourned immediately to the Prince of 
Wales’s coffee-houfe, in Liile-ftreet, 
where they fpent the reft of the after¬ 
noon with great hilarity, for which they 
were not a little indebted to the fprightly * 
tallies of the Gafcon, whofe fpirits always 
rote in regular proportion to the number 

of 
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of dilhes on the table. When the bill 
was brought in, Brinboc infilled upon 
defraying the expence of the repaft, a 
propofition which met with but feeble 
oppofition from the Vifcount, and none 
at all from the felf-invited S. Didier.-—• 
It was then determined that M. de 
Lapipee Ihould call the next morning at 
fix o’clock, in a hackney coach, with 
his portable arfenal, at Brinboc’s lodg¬ 
ings', from whence they would proceed 
to the appointed place of meeting, and 
this point fettled, the noble fcene painter 
boldly foretold fuccefs to his friend, 
inafinuch as he was engaged in a juft 
caufe. To this indu&ion, our hero 
knew very well, that he might have 
anfwered in the language of the fchools, 
Nego confequentiam-, but as the matter 
was not worth an argument, he took his 
leave, and went home to fettle fome 
private affairs. 

o % 
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As foon as his back was turned, the 
Vifcount defired S. Didier to give him 
fome particulars about his friend, and 
the Gafcon being a man who dealt 
largely in a figure of rhetoric called 
amplification, from the circiimftance 
of having been born under the fign 
Sagittarius, and being confequently 
much addi&ed to draw the long bow, he 
launched into a mod exaggerated flate- 
ment of Brinboc’s fortune iri France, 
great part of which, he hinted, was ftill 
preferved to him ; from thence he went 
on* to deferibe his connexions in Eng¬ 
land, as exifiing folely among dukes and 
knights of the garter; and he con¬ 
cluded his harangue, by expreffing his 
thorough convi&ion that Brinboc’s fitu- 
ation, though very eafy at prefenr, 
would foon be improved to fomething 
great and magnificent, either by marriage 
with an heirefs, or fome other unforefeen 

ftroke 
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flroke of fortune. Not a particle of 
this difcourfe was loft upon the attentive 
Lapip^e, who thanked S.Didier for intro¬ 
ducing him to fo defirable an acquaint¬ 
ance, and they parted, both highly fatis- 
fied with the conclufion of their day’s 
adventures, though each had different 
reafons for the pleafures which he ex¬ 
perienced. 

In the mean while, Brinboc returned 
to his lodgings, where he found the 
tmfty Fnlgence impatiently waiting for 
his arrival, and whom he furprized not 
a little, by defiring him to have coffee 
ready at five the next morning, which 
was earlier by five hours than his ufual 
time of breakfafting.—He then made 
fome teftamentary difpofitions, like a 
man who was refolved to be prepared 
againft the worft ; and he next wrote 
two letters one for Madame de Rofen- 
felt, and the other to Eugenie* both of 
d 3 which 
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which were replete with fentiments ap¬ 
propriate to the occafion* but on whole 
contents we lhall forbear to touch, for 
this reafon, that they were never forward¬ 
ed to thofe perfons, for whom they were 
intended, had it been the fate of th$ 
writer to fall in iingle combat. 
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CHAP. L. 

Just as the clock ftruck fix, M. de 
Lapipee made his appearance, and Brin- 
boc, after complimenting him upon his 

v.ujj ui tuucc.— mn urc taiu 

performed fo aukwardly, that the beve¬ 
rage deftined for the Vifcount’s mouth, 
was poured into one of his boots, and 
while Brinboc was apologizing for his 
fervant’s want of care, he obferved that 
the latter betrayed evident marks of 
itrong agitation. The faft was, that the 
circumftance of a vifit at fo unufual an 
hour, combined with the warlike fymp- 
toms of the piftols and rapier, left no 
doubt upon Fulgence’s mind about what 
was going to take place, and embolden- 
d 4 ed 
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ed by anxiety for his matter's fafety, this 
faithful domettic entreated, in the mod 
earned though fubmifiive manner, that 
he might be allowed to follow him to 
the field. There being no very cogent 
reafon why his petition fhould not be 
granted, Fulgence was permitted to 

Corner, where they had not waited 
many minutes, when they were joined 
by the other combatant, his fecond, and 
a medical gentleman. From thence the 
two carriages drove to a retired part of 
Wimbledon common, where the ground 
•was meafured, piftols loaded, and lots 
caft for the firft fire, which fortune de¬ 
cided in favour of Brinboc’s antagonift. 
He accordingly availed himfelf of his 
privilege, to which the former made no 
other return, than that of firing his 
piftol in the air.—A more temperate 

adver- 
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adverfary would have been fatisfied with 
this mark of moderation ; but as mode¬ 
ration was not the politician’s favourite 
virtue, he aimed again at Brinboc, with 
no better fuccefs than before, while the 
latter difcharging his piftol in the fame 
direction that he had done the firft time, 
brought down an unfortunate fparrow, 
which happened to be winging its flight 
over their heads at that unlucky moment. 
This was the only blood fpilt upon the 
occafion, for the feconds now interfered 
and put an end to the combat, by 
declaring that all had been done 
which the mod punctilious ideas of 
honour could exaCt, and fome civil 
things were faid to our hero, on the 
dignified compofure with which he flood 
to be fhot at; after which, the parties 
returned to their refpeCtive homes, to 
the great fatisfaCtion of honed Fulgence, 
whofe prefent joy was equal to hrs for¬ 
mer grief and anxiety. 

» 5 
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The Vifcount de Lapiple, whofe at¬ 
tentions to Brinboc were redoubled in 
confequence of S. Didier’s favourable 
report, infilled upon his dining with him 
in return for his entertainment, and in 
the evening he introduced him to a 
party of French ladies and gentlemen, 
where they fpent their time very agree¬ 
ably. 

Thefe meetings were often repeated, 
and Brinboc, pleafed with the open 
manners and chearful difpofition of 
Lapipee, began to think that every thing 
was for the bell, fince the Gafcon’s 
ridiculous fears of offending the elegant 
and moral Mrs. Griikin had been the 
caufe of his becoming acquainted with a 
man, who not only proved to be a de¬ 
ferable companion himfelf, but who alfo 
procured him a cheap amufement, 
which ferved to fill up the idle hours 
that would otherwife have hung heavy 
on his hands, during the abfence of Sir 

James 
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James M'Corcodale. Whether this 
fyftem of optimifm was well founded or 
not, the reader will be able to judge 
hereafter. It happened one day, towards 
the clofe of fummer, that M. le Vicomte 
propofed to introduce Brinboc to two 
female relations of his own, who were 
lately returned from the country, and 
who would be very happy to fee M. Is 
Chcva'ier. The latter agreed without 
hefitation to this propofal, and they 
found the ladies rather cut of fpirits, 
complaining of the heat of the weather 
and of the ennui which they experienced 
in confequence of being left alone by 
their hufbands, who had taken it into 
their heads to go to Vauxhall without 
them. Lapipte fuggefted that it would 
be a good joke in them to go there alfo, 
and furprife their truant fpoufes; and the 
ladies not deeming it any impropriety 
to put themfelves under the protection of 
n 6 their 
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their kinfman, retired for a few minutes 
to make fome additions to their drefs, 
after which they all four got into k 
coach, and proceeded to the gardens. 
Here they had not been long, before 
they were joined by the Benedi&s, and 
two or three other gentlemen, the for¬ 
mer of whom profeffed to be very 
agreeably furprifed by the unexpe&ed 
appearance of the ladies and their con- 
du&ors. After they had walked about 
for a couple of hours, fymptoms both 
of fatigue and hunger began to manifelV 
themfelves in the paity, and M. de 
Lapipee obferved, with a laugh, that as 
the extravagant prices of a Vauxhall fup- 
per did not exadly fquare with the 
moderate finances of emigrants, he would 
take the liberty of inviting them to his 
lodgings, provided they could put up 
jvith fuch fare as might be procured at 
that late hour. To fo polite and well- 

timed 
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timed an offer no obje&ion could pofiibly 
be made, and they returned to the Vif- 
dount’s apartments, from whence a 
meffenger was immediately difpatched to 
a neighbouring coffee-houfe to get cold 
meat, fallad, and the materials for mak¬ 
ing punch; for as to wine, the giver of 
the feafl declared, that it was againft all 
the rules of economy to indulge in fuch 
an expenfive article, a fentiment that was 
highly approved of, at lead in words, by 
the red of the affembly. 

As foon as the repaft was laid out, the 
company fat down, and foon proved, b.y 
their unwearied exertions, that the air 
of Vauxhall was an excellent (harpner of 
appe?ite, and in default of the ftores of 
Champagne and Burgundy, which they 
all declared they had left their cellars 
filled with in France, they fwallowed 
copious potations of punch, which ferv- 

ft and 
to 


m * 
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to raife their fpirits. Indeed, Comus and 
his merry train feemed to prefide at this 
no&urnal feaft, and to infpire the par¬ 
takers of it with uncommon gaiety : one 
of them fung feveral fongs, or Cbanfom 
a boire of his own compofition, which if 
they did not poflefs much mufical merit, 
were of the true Bachanalian fort; 
another was remarkable for telling 
ftories with a great deal of point and 
humour, and a third entertained the 
hearers with an account of the exploits 
which he performed, when he was an 
officer in the American war. In ffiort, 
jeft fucceeded to jeft, and repartees 
followed each other with allonifhing 
rapidity; and as the ladies took a dif- 
tinguiffied part in thefe fallies, which 
were more remarkable for ingenuity of 
allufion, than for refinement or delicacy 
of fentiment, Brinboc eafily perceived 
that he had fallen in with what would 

have 
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have been termed, in his own country, 
a partic canaille: but though he had 
enough of the Alcibiades in his compo- 
fition, to be able to accomodate himfelf 
to any fociety for a fhort time, dill he 
took care not to make any return to the 
forward advances of the younger and 
handfomer of the two princeffes, who 
clearly evinced, by her behaviour, that 
(lie had not chofen the immaculate 
Lucretia for the model of her conduct. 

At lad one of the company darted up, 
and affe&ing to be furprifed at the late- 
nefs of the hour, begged permiffion to 
retire, as he was under the neceflity of 
fetting off, at five o’clock in the morning, 
for Southampton, to bid adieu to fome 
friends who were about to fail on an 
expedition for the coad of France, which, 
confideringthe fagacious heads by whom 
it was planned, would, no doubt, be 

fUccefs. 

M. de 
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M. de Lapipce argued for fome time 
again ft this threatened defertion, found¬ 
ing his oppofition on the principle, that 
fociety in general holds together like an 
arch, of which if any part give way, the 
reft is fore to follow ; and he propofed, 
as a frolic, that inftead of running the 
xilk of breaking up fuch an agreeable 
and convivial -meeting, they IhoulJ all 
keep together until it wjs time for the 
Southampton gentleman to take his de¬ 
parture. 

This motion was carried by general ac¬ 
clamation, though Brinboc would willing¬ 
ly have given it his negative, in order to 
get away from the party,of which he was 
now beginning to be heartily tired ; but 
as he forefaw that his feceffion would 
be powerfully obje&ed to, he blent 1 y ac- 
quiefced with the defires of the majority. 
The ladies, however, obferved, that they 
could hot be expected to fit up drinking 
9 all 
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all night, and they alked their hod if he 
had any objection to a game of cards, 
a« the bed manner of fpending the red 
of the time} to which requed Lapipee 
anfwered, that he would be happy to 
procure them this amufement, provided 
there were any cards in the houfe, a 
circumdance which he was rather in- 
~ i:_ - J « *0 not being much of a 

who was probably a provident lad, foon 
produced two new packs, which proof 
of diligence was rewarded by the praifes 
of all prefent, one of whom promifed to 
make him his groom-porter, as foon as he 
was redored to his edates in Normandy. 
—This fally was the forerunner of num- 
berlefs others, and ere long the card- 
table was enlivened by as many witticifms 
and as much laughter, as the fupper table 
had been before in the preceding part of 
the entertainment. 

We 
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We cannot exaclly fpecify the game 
that was played, nor the ilakes which 
were laid down; but our documents 
inform us, that after the ftock of punch 
was expended, M. de Lapipee prefented 
his guefts with a flalk of Martinique 
liqueur , which he vouched to be the 
genuine production of Madame Enfolds 
celebrated manufactory, and that of this 
delicious beverage 

Concerning the events which really 
took place at the Vicomte's, fubfequently 
the diftribution of his Circean cup, 
we cannot fpeak with certainty, as we 
had not the honour of being perfonally 
acquainted with any of the company, 
except the hero of thefe memoirs, and 
his worthy hoft, whofe depofition we 
lhall have occafion to give hereafter; 
and as for the former, his fenfes were fo 
completely overpowered, that he was 
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only reflored to his recolle&ion after a 
lapfe of feveral hours, when he found 
himfelf, to his great aftonifhmcnr, in his 
own bed, fupported in the arms of 
Fulgence, and endeavouring, with the 
raoft excruciating pains, to relieve his 
ftomach from the remains of the dele¬ 
terious potions, with which it had been 
charged the preceding evening. 
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Amidst the pangs of a raging hcad- 
ach, Brinboc defired his fervant to tell 
him when and in what manner he had 
been brought home in fo deplorable a 
fituation. 

•a— - * r ---.i .Vi*. was 

conveyed home m a hackney-coach, 

about three in the morning, under the 
care of a gentleman whom he had never 
feen before, and who departed, • as foon 
as he had delivered up the fenfelefs 
load with which he was entrufted, and- 
that it was not without thegreateft diffi¬ 
culty that he had fucceeded in {tripping 
his matter and putting him to bed, for 
that he feemed rather to be in a lethargy, 
than in a fit of intoxication. 


From 
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From the evidence of this narrative, 
Combined with feveral circumftances 
which had efcaped his particular atten¬ 
tion during the jovial feftivity of the 
lafl night’s entertainment, but which 
now appeared to him in a very fufpicious 
point of view, he concluded that the 
whole affair favoured pretty flrongly of 
a predetermined trick, which could have 
no other objeft than that of riduing him 
of his loofe cafh. He then examined 
his pockets, and their impoverifhed ftate 
convinced him that his furmifes were 
not ill founded, though he could not 
help admiring at the fame time the 
fharpnefs of the fportfmen, who had 
taken fo much trouble to hunt down fo 
little game, for he had gone to Vaux- 
hall with only four or five guineas in 
his purfe. 

The arrival, however, of one of the 
gentlemen, foon enabled him to correfl 

this 
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this error of calculation, and to make 
him appreciate his Ioffes, by a very 
different kind of ratio ; for this excellent 
boon-companion prefented him with a 
promiffory note, by which he had 
bound himfelf to pay the bearer the 
fumof 347I. for value received. 

Erinboc at firlt, either believed, or 
endeavoured to perfuade himfelf, that 
this contrivance was merely a joke, fet 
on foot by Lapipee, or perhaps by the 
ladies, to continue as it were, the mer¬ 
riment of the preceding evening; but 
the other, whom he recollefted to be 
the facetious ftory-teller, affured him 
with great ferioufnefs, that there was 
no joke at all in the matter, and that 
he expected to receive the money, 
every farthing of which, he would have 
paid without a moment’s hefitation, had 
fortune .been as much againft him, as 
ihe had chanced to operate in his favour. 

7 Although 
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Although our hero could not fo eafily 
perceive howfortune had operated againft 
him, as he could underftand the kind of 
farcafm that was couched under thefe 
words, yet he only replied by telling 
M. Malavita, (for by that name his 
vifitor had been announced,) that he 
mull decline paying, at leaft for the pre* 
fenr, a debt which he did not remember 
ever to have incurred, and that he mult 
alfo difavow the obligation of a promife 
which, if really his deed, was obtained 
from him under circumftances that ren¬ 
dered it completely null and void. 

M. Malavita did not pretend to make 
any fet off againfl this demurrer, but 
putting the bond into his pocket, he left 
the houfe, muttering fomething about 
•pant of honour and bad faith, words, 
which luckily for himfelf, were over¬ 
heard by no one, except Fulgence, who 
was a good watch, but no repeater. 


In 
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In the courfe of a couple of hours, 
M. de Lapipee called upon Biinboc, 
and as the latter had difcovered with¬ 
out any great effort of penetration, that 
the whole tranfadion was neither more 
nor lefs than a preconcerted plan to 
fwindle him out of a fum of money, he 
received the Vicomtc rather cooly, who 
on his part did not teem in the Icaft dif- 
concerted by this tacit rebuke ; on the 
contrary, 1 he condoled with Brinboc 
on his run of ill luck, as he termed it, 
and affured him that he was very forry 
it (hould have happened in his houfe, 
“ but,” continued Lapipde, “ you teem¬ 
ed laft night to be poffeffed by the 
demon of play; I endeavoured feveral 
times to ftop you in your unfortunate 
career, but inftead of following my 
friendly advice, you only treated my 
remonftrances with contempt, and you 
even made ufe of fome expreffions fo 

harlh. 
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harlh, that I was obliged to defift in 
my own defence: I cannot conceive 
ei{her, how you managed to be fo over¬ 
taken with liquor, as every body elfe 
retired perfectly fober.” 

This laft declaration, was rather a 
flip for a man of M. de Lapipee’s experi¬ 
ence; but Brinboc did not think it 
worth his while to advert to the lapfut 
lingua , and he only alked the Vicomtc 
if he really thought that he was obliged 
to pay the promiffory note ? “ Unques¬ 
tionably,” anfwered Lapipee, “it is a 
debt of honour, and we can all bear 
witnefs that you loft the money fairly : 
M. Malavita is a man of unblemifhed 
chara&er, but then he is a Corfican, 
and like many of his countrymen, when 
once irritated, rather indifferent as to 
the means he may employ, to obtain 
Satisfaction: he may probably, in the 
firft inftance, make this affair public, 

VOL. hi. s to 
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to the great difparagement of your re¬ 
putation, and then perhaps feek for 
legal redrefs, a blow that you will not 
be able to parry, as the note is paffed for 
value received, which is the ufual for¬ 
mulary pra&ifed on fuch occafions.” 

“ But fuppofe,” replied Brinboc, 
“ that I fliould not be matter of the 
money demanded by M. Malavita, or 
indeed of quarter the fum, what is to 
be done in that cafe ? 

“ I confefs,” returned Lapipce, with 
the utmoft compofure, “ that I do not 
fee the difficulty j your connexions in 
London, are of the very beft kind; the 
Mylords Anglois, are extremely generous, 
and I do not imagine that there is one 
of them who would not be happy to ad¬ 
vance you fuch a trifle as 347I. payable 
within a certain time after you are rettor- 
ed to your property in France.” 

The exceffive impudence of this pro- 

pofal 
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pofal had nearly exhaufted Brinboc's 
remaining ftock of patience, and it was 
'with the greateft difficulty that he could 
bring himfelf to refrain from kicking 
the Vicomte down ftairs; however, he 
mattered his choler Efficiently to reftritt 
himfelf to words alone, and he now, 
without any ceremony, revealed his 
mind to M. de Lapipee, that is, he told 
him that he and his attociates were a 
pack of rafcals, who wanted to pick his 
pocket, and that he would fee them all 
at the d—, «nd himfelf in *a prifon, be¬ 
fore he would become the dupe of fuch 
an infamous confpiracy. 

The Vicomte perceiving that nothing 
was to be had by fair means, wanted to 
try what he might effe£t by threats and 
menaces, and to this end began to bluf- 
ter and make a noife; but Brinboc foon 
put a ftop to his impertinence, by point¬ 
ing to the window, and alluring him, 
x 2 that 
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that if he did not inllantly decamp, he 
(hould be fent out of the houfe in a 
manner more expeditious than agree-’ 
able to his feelings. This hint was not 
thrown away upon Lapipee, who imme¬ 
diately made his efcape as pale as death, 
and foaming with rage; and happening 
to meet with Fulgence on the flairs, 
he defired him to tell his mailer, that 
he (hould feel the weight of the laws, 
fmce he was infenfible to the dictates of 
honour; fo true is it, that the mod 
facred words are oftened found in the 
mouths of the greateft villains. 

Brinboc now felt his head-ach and 
general indifpoiition fo much increafed 
by his altercation with this fcoundrel, 
that he was obliged to get into bed 
again, from whence he did not rife, 
until the following morning; and we 
will leave him to his meditations on the 
wiles of Usurpers, and the folly of thofe 

who 
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who allow themfelves to be entrapped 
by their impoftures $ while we will en¬ 
deavour to fill up the hiatus with a fhort 
account of the author of his prefent 
misfortune. 

This was not S. Didier, aliat Plaftrog- 
nac, as he had falfely furmifed, for 
though the Gafcon had been the means 
of making him acquainted with La pi pee, 
the real proje&or and principal aftor in 
the plot to plunder Brinboc, yet was he 
entirely ignorant of the former’s iniqui¬ 
tous defigns, for he was confidered by 
the whole party as one too filly and lo¬ 
quacious, to be intruded with any fe- 
crets of importance. 

To M. de Lapipee then, who had 
a (Turned the title of Vicomte to which 
he had as good a Tight as to that of 
Grand Lama of Thibet, muft be aferib- 
ed the entire honour of this noble effort 
of imagination and third for arduous en- 
e 3 terprife. 
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terprife. He was the fon of a tipftaff, 
who dwelt near the Palais Royal, at 
Paris, and whether he was born a rogue, 
or only fired to emulation by the recital 
of the exploits which he daily heard 
from his father, in the moments of 
leifure ftolen from his profeffional du¬ 
ties ; certain it is, that at the age of 
fifteen, he committed a crime, which 
would have confined him to the gallies 
for life, had not the judges, in com¬ 
panion towards his youth, commuted 
the punifhment to two years’ imprifon- 
ment in the houfe of correction, from 
whence he came out a more fjnifired 
villain than he was before. He foon 
after commenced Knight of the Poft, 
and it would be an endlefs labour to re¬ 
capitulate the various adventures in 
which he was engaged for a feries of 
years, and-which procured him the ac¬ 
quaintance of almofl; every gaoler in 

France, 
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France, until he was committed to the 
Baftille for a forgery on the Caijfe 
d'efcompte , and he only obtained his 
freedom on the 14th of July, 1789. 
In gratitude to his liberators, M. de 
Lapip6e became one of their moll ftre- 
nuous partizans, and was in the high 
road to honours and preferment, when 
his unfortunate bias to confound the dif- 
tin&ions of meum et iuum, involved him 
in a difagreeable piece of bufinefs, to 
extricate himfelf from which, no other 
refource remained, but to fly the 
country. 

As foon as he got fafe upon foreign 
territory, he created himfelf a Vicomte , 
decorated his bread with a red ribband, 
railed at democrats and demagogues, 
and pretended to have lod about fifty 
thoufand livres a-year by the revolution. 

This kind of language, and the airs 
of importance which he affumed, en- 
s 4 abled 
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abled him to impofe on crednlous and 
unthinking people; and he performed 
many brilliant ftrokes of legerdemain, 
at Spa, Aix-la-Chapelle, Coblentz, and 
feveral other places, without any greater 
inconvenience to himfelf, than being at 
times obliged to make a precipitate re¬ 
treat from thofe places and perfons, 
whom he had honoured with his com¬ 
pany. 

Happening to be at Frankfort during 
the Emperor’s coronation, M. de Lapi- 
pee met with a Angular adventure, for 
he played his part with fuch unequalled 
perfection, that he actually deceived 
fome gentlemen of the fame profeflion, 
who t\>ok him to be the character he 
perfonated, and they formed a fcheme 
to lay him under contribution, fo that 
he was caught in his own trap, and (trip¬ 
ped in one night, of the fruits of many 
months’ laborious iuduftry. 


This 
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This check chagrined our adventur¬ 
er not a little, and determined him to 
look out for a country where he would 
be lead likely to catch a Tartar a fecond 
time, in confequence of which refolu- 
tion, he fleered his courfe towards 
England. Here, by dint ofaflurance, and 
by often repeating the names of people 
of confequence, to whom he had never 
fpoken, except at the gaming table, 
the only place where the doftrine of 
equality is properly underflood; M. de 
Lapipee contrived, firfl to infatuate 
hitnfelf into the good opinion of fome 
Emigrants of diflin&ion, who were no* 
fufHciently on their guard againfl his 
impoflures, and fecondly to be intro¬ 
duced to perfons in official Gt nations, 
as a man who might be of great ufe in 
carrying on a correfpondence with the 
malcontents in the weftern provinces of 
France. 

* 5 


The 



8i 


MEMOIRS OF 


The better to abufe the credulity of 
his employers, he abfolutely forged 
letters from feveral of the Chouan chiefs, - 
which letters he made anfwer the pur¬ 
pose of fo many bills of exchange, 
drawn in his favour, and the emolu¬ 
ments that he picked up in this new 
branch of bufinefs, amply indemnified 
him for the lofs he had fuftained at 
Frankfort, as the reader will eafily con¬ 
ceive, when he is told that M. de La- 
pipee had once the modefty to rate his 
travelling expences from Portfmouth to 
London, on public fervice , at 350I. 

This was carrying the joke a little too 
Jar, and the War Office refufed to 
audit his account, which made him a£k 
with more circumfpeCtion for the future. 
But there are events which will force 
conviction, even upon minds the leaft 
difpofed to. receive it, and it was difco- 
vered at lad, that all Lapipee’s mighty 

protnifes 
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promifes ended in nothing, and he was 
told that his fervices were no longer 
aequifite. Perfectly fatisfied with the 
'eafy manner in which he got out of this 
fcrape, but unwilling or unable to con¬ 
tinue idle, he foon refumed his former 
avocation, and became the chief of a 
party of fharpers, moftly compofed of 
foreigners, who held their nocturnal- 
affemblies in the vicinity of Leicefter 
fquare. 

About this time, he became acquaint¬ 
ed with Brinboc, in the way that we 
have already related, and being deceiv¬ 
ed in his turn by the exaggerated ac¬ 
count which he received from S. Didier, 
concerning the former’s fortune and con¬ 
nexions, he immediately marked him out 
as a proper fubject for fpoliation. 

But the main difficulty, was to deter¬ 
mine on the place which fhould be made 
the fcene of facrifice : for Lapipee, who 
e 6 was- 
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was gifted by nature with all the pene¬ 
tration which his calling required, 
quickly perceived that Brinboc had no 
itch for gaming, and that to conduct 
him to a common gambling houfe, 
would be only to expofe his own charac¬ 
ter, without deriving any advantage 
from the difclofure; he therefore fum- 
moned a meeting of his privy council, 
to deliberate on the mod fuitable means 
for carrying his project into execution. 

In this Pandemonium, every thing 
was difcufled with becoming gravity, 
and the refult of their feveral opinions, 
was afterwards put in practice by the 
expedition to Vauxhall, the fupper, 
the libations of punch, the innocent 
game at cards, and to fecure all, 
Madame Enfolds Crime de Noyau* was 
made the vehicle of a foporific potion, 
which effectually benumbed the fenfes 
of the unfortunate Brinboc, and in 

this 



M. 1>E BR1NB0C. 85 

this Rate of infenfibility rather than of 
inebriation, his hand was .made to fign 
'the bond for a debt which he never 
contracted. 

From this faithful narrative, the reader 
will be able to judge that S. Didier had 
nothing #to do with the plans of the 
fwindlers, but he may alfo learn, that 
the company of fools is almolt as much 
productive of mifchief as that of knaves ; 
for if the illuftrious fcene-painter had 
not appertained to the former numer¬ 
ous clafs of citizens, he would never 
have allowed his early friend and fchool- 
fellow to be obliged to recur to a man, 
with whofe character he was totally 
unacquainted, and that out of ridiculous 
fubmiilion to the whims of an abfurd 


woman. 
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CHAP. LII. 

Brin hoc was now too well apprifed 
of the fort of people with whom he had 
to deal, not to forefee that they would 
try every method of diftrcfling him, and 
in order to defeat their endeavours as 
much as lay in his power, and to comply 
at the fame time with the dictates of hi* 
own confcience, he fent Fulgence to dif. 
charge fome finall bills which he owed 
to Sir James M'Corcodale’s tradefmen. 

Fulgence returned with their receipts 
in his pocket, but brought back nothing 
elfe, for he had expended every {hilling 
in the payment of his mailer’s debts ; 
and then Brinboc recolle&ed that he 
had ftili a demand upon him for the 
rent of his lodgings, to fatisfy which, 

there 
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there was no alternative left, but to 
pawn the few articles of value which he 
had brought with him from France, 
befides a miniature portrait of Mad. de 
Rofenfelt fet in brilliants, that he had 
received from her fair hands, when 
about to depart from Berlin. To relin- 
quilh this pledge of afte&ion, was a 
fevere trial, but as love is always ingeni- 
ous in fuggefting expedients of every 
kind, he feparated the truly precious 
part of the article, from that which the 
vulgar would coniider as more valuable, 
referving the former for his chief com- 
fort under his prefent misfortunes, and 
fending the latter to the pawn-brokers ; 
that is to fay, he kept the pidure, and 
difpofed of the jewels which once fur- 
rounded it, confidering very juftly, that 
the copy, like the original, did not re- 
quirethe aid or fplendourof adventitious 
ornaments, to render it ineftimable. 

What 
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What hurried on Brinboc to the per¬ 
formance of thefe facrifices, was a note 
fent him by M. Malavita, in which the in- 
folent Corfican offered to compromil'ethe 
matter for loci, paid down immediately, 
and threatening in the event of a refulal 
to have recourfe to the fevered meafures 
which the laws would authorife. Brinboc 
treated this propofal with the contempt it 
deferved, and prepared himfelf for the 
word that might happen. His fituation 
was pretty nearly fimilarto that in which 
the poet makes his hero exclaim : 

“ Now, thank Heaven, I am not worth a ducat!” 

fentiments that found very harmonioufly 
in heroics, but which lofeall their beau¬ 
ty the moment they are to be experien¬ 
ced without figure or metaphor ; and to 
complete the whole, Brinboc received 
that fame day a letter from Mad. de 
Rofenfelt, announcing to him the ar¬ 
rival of Eugenie at Berlin, and expref- 
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fing their joint hopes that they might be 
able to meet him in London, in the 
co’urfe of a fortnight. 

“ Gracious heaven ” exclaimed Brin- 
boc, “ to meet me in a prifon, whither 
I have been conduced by my own folly 
and imprudence.” This refleftion made 
the pill feem a thoufand times more 
bitter than it would otherwife have been; 
he ftruck his forehead in an agony of 
rage and vexation, and cqrfed his im¬ 
becility for not flying from Lapipes’s, 
when the conduct of the company firft 
roufed his fufpicions. In this whirlwind 
of paffion aud remorfe, it is not fur* 
prifmg that his refolution Ihould fail 
him for a moment, and he actually took 
up the pen to inform Sir James M*Cor- 
codale of what had befallen him, when 
a mingled emotion of pride and fiiame, 
made him call it down again, and tear 
the Iheet of paper topiecesj after which he 

felt 
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felt as much relieved, as if he had vent¬ 
ed his indignation on the fatal inftrument 
that was the voucher of his indifcretion. 

Early the next morning, a man of a 
very fliabby appearance defired to fpeak 
to Brinboc, and upon being admitted, 
faid that his name w'as Manaffe Reuben, 
and that he had a demand on M. le 
Chevalier for 347I. which he would 
have no obje&ion to touch immediately. 
“ Mr. Manaffe Reuben,” anfwered our 
hero, ** I perceive plainly enough what is 
your objett, and to avoid all unneceffary 
wafte of breath, I tell you at once, 
that I neither will or can pay the note 
of hand, which I prefume to be the 
caufe of this vifit.” 

“ Yefh Shir,” replied the Ifraelite, “ I 
have got your pond, and afli 1 took it 
yefliterduy in payment for a debt, 1 hope 
that you will not tefraud a poor maa 
of his tue.” 


“ 1 have 
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“ I have made up my mind,” fuid 
Brinboc, “ and I do not think that any 
tiling that you can fay, will induce me 
to alter my refolution.” 

“ Vont you make a little pargain,” 
refumed Manafl'e, “ vat dey call a com- 
prcmiihe ? ’ 

“No,” returned Brinboc, “I will 
make no bargain or cotnpromife.” 

“ Den Shir,” faid the Jew, “ if you 
till not pay me my moni(h, you mull 
come with me to de lock-up-houfe j for 
I am a poor man, and can’t afford to 
loffie my monilh j here officers to your 
tuty.” 

Upon this fummons, a bailiff, who 
till then had kept in the back ground, 
flopped forward and arrefted Brinboc, 
with the ufual formalities, to the utter 
aftoniflunent of l’Y.lgcnce, whole imper¬ 
il cl knowledge of I’.nglilh did not allow 
him to comprehend the nature of the 

bufinefs f 
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bufinefs; and when to his anxious in¬ 
quiries, his maOer replied in French, 
on me mcne en prifon* this faithful do- 
ineftic (kipped about the room like a 
maniac, and vented part of his indig¬ 
nation in a volley of /acre bleu, and 
other ejaculations of the fame fpecies, 
until Brinboc, with great ferenity of 
manner, defired him to moderate his 
tranfportg, and to pack up the trunks, 
&c. preparatory to their removal. 

While performing this office, Ful- 
gence trembled in every joint, as if he 
had been affeiled with St. Vitus's dance, 
and when all was ready, the obdurate 
creditor leading the van, the melancho¬ 
ly debtor, and his more melancholy 
valet in the centre, and the flern fatellite 
of Juftice bringing up the rear, marched 
down flairs in folenm proceflion, and 

They are taking me to prifon. 

got 
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got into a hackney coach which waited 
for them at the door. 

Nor were the tears of female fenfibi- 
lity wanting to render the fcene more 
interefting; for the caufe of this fudden 
departure being fpeedily made known' 
throughout the houfe, the decent ma¬ 
tron who let the lodgings, and her two 
virgin daughters flood in the paflage, 
and wept to fee fo nice a gentleman 
carried into captivity by a nafly Jew, and 
a not lefs naily Gentile. An eminent 
metaphyfician however, whom curiofity 
had drawn down from his elevated habi¬ 
tation in the garret, did not catch the 
fympathetic flame; on the contrary, 
he chid the women for their foolifb 
marks of compaflion, and faid that they 
ought rather to rejoice, fince the fo¬ 
reigner had not run away without pay¬ 
ing his rent. 

During the journey to the place of 

confinement. 
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confinement, not a word efcaped from 
any of the party, except Mr. Manafife 
Reuben, who once obferved that, “ he 
vas alwayjh very Jhorry to put Jloentlemen 
to trouble, and dat he vas alwayjh ready 
to Iijhn to any ting like accommodation 
but as Brinboc did not hear the hint, 
or did not choofe to take any notice 
of it, the reign of filence commenced 
again, and was only interrupted, when 
he was delivered up to the cuftody of 
the turnkey, who helped Fulgence to 
carry his mailer's baggage to, a room fo 
dark, and apparently fo damp, that 
Brinboc inquired if he might not be 
accommodated with a better apartment ? 
“ Certainly,” anfwered the giant of this 
enchanted caftle, and who feemed to 
be a civil fort of being for one of his 
profelfion, “ certainly, Sir, I have got 
a room empty now, which I will ven¬ 
ture to fay, is as pleafant a lodging, as 

any 
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any mail London ; it is at the very top of 
the building, enjoys molt excellent air, 
and'commands fuch an exienfive prof- 
pe£t, that no later ago than yelterday, 

I counted from the window, five 
fteeples, and forty Hacks of chimnies; 
but then Sir, thefe extraordinary ac¬ 
commodations mud be paid for; you 
underhand me Sir.”—•“ O yes,” repli¬ 
ed the captive, “ I underltand you per¬ 
fectly j pray what may be the price of 
this apartment of which you give fo 
ravilhing a defcr : ption ? ” 

“ Ten (hillings a week,’* returned 
Cerberus, ** I never took lefs upon my 
honour; it has only been empty fince 
laft Tuefday, when the gentleman who 
occupied it laft, was removed from hence 
to Newgate.” 

Here Brinboc faid that he would con- 
fider the matter over, and the • gaoler 
retiring, he commenced a ftriCt exami- 
6 nation 
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nation of the date of his finances, 
which did not take t’p much time, as he 
found that all the fpecie in his pofleffion 
amounted exactly to fourteen (hillings 
and fixpence, current coin of the king¬ 
dom of England, befides a piece of 
Louis XII. and a medal of Charlemagne. 

Fulgence had partly underftood the 
import of the dialogue which we 
have juft related, and to which this dif- 
play of his mailer's caih ferved as an 
excellent commentary; he therefore 
guefled matters to be as they really were, 
and although the moll refpe&ful and 
fubmiflive of attendants, his feelings got 
the better of every other confideration, 
he pulled out from his breeches' pocket 
the finger of an old glove fewed up like 
a rouleau, which he held in one hand, 
and placing the other upon his heart, 
with down-call eyes he addrelfcd Brin- 
boc in the following words M This bit 
ii of 
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of leather. Sir, contains fix louis d’or; 
they were all that I could bring away 
when we left Fontenaye-aux-Roles ; 
they have efcaped the ftorms of the 
revolution, the attacks of robbers, and 
the dangers of the feas j in your fervice 
they were earned, and to your fervice 
they fhould return, could I but hope 
that my dear mafter would condefcend 
to accept of fo trifling a fum, until he 
draws upon his banker*.” 

As this contribution was truly volun¬ 
tary, and not made to cover any affefT- 
ed taxes, the* perfon to whom it was 
offered accepted it without hefitation, 
and as he extended his arm to receive 
the loan, he gently prefled the hand 
that tendered it. So unufual an aft of 

All critics who have not fpent at leaft twelve 
calendar months in France, are hereby informed 
that no Frenchman ever parts with fix louis at 
a time, without indulging in a little eloquence 
on the occaficn. 

vol. m. r con- 
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condefcenfion and mark of attachment 
on the part of Brinboc, thrilled poor 
Fulgence from head to foot; he felt'an 
emotion much more powerful and much 
more dele&able, than any ever yet pro¬ 
duced by Doftor Galvani, and though 
he had pronounced fuch an excellent 
exordium to his folid proof of difinter- 
eiled fidelity, he was now too much 
confufed to follow it up with an ade¬ 
quate peroration; and he therefore con¬ 
tented himfelf with conveying his mailer’s 
moveables to the apartiqent which had 
been the fubjeft of the gaoler’s fplendid 
eulogies, as foon as the bargain for its 
hire had been agreed upon between the 
parties concerned. 
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CHAP. LIII. 

It is very ftrange, and alfo very true, 
that men endowed with the beft under- 
ftandings, and the moft exquifite fenfe 
of propriety, fometimes demean them- 
felves in certain peculiar fituations, in a 
manner that is not to be accounted for, 
on general rules of conduct, or by the 
common fprings of a&ion. The Cheva¬ 
lier de Brinboc is confined to a jail, 
without having perpetrated any crime, 
except indifcretion be confidered as fucb, 
and to procure the neceffaries of life 
beyond bread and water, and the Ihelter 
of bare walls, he finds himfelf matter of 
fix pounds fourteen ihillings and fix- 
pence, a fum that mutt be expended 
in lefs than two months, in lpite of all 
w 2 the 
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the ingenious contrivances that parfi- 
mony, enforced by neceflity, ever fug- 
gelled to the mind of man in Omiiar 
circumftances; and yet, as if defirous to 
clench the nail of adverfity with his own 
hand, he not only refrains from com¬ 
municating his misfortune to Sir James 
M‘Corcodale, who alone * could have 
extricated him from his difficulties, but 
likewife in order more effe&ually to fhut 
the door againft all chance of relief, he 
prohibits his faithful domeftic from re¬ 
vealing the caufe or place of his feclu- 
fion to any earthly being, under the pain 
of his highelt difpleafure, and W’ith 
threats of inftant difmiffal in cafe of dif- 
obedience. 

For the latisfa&ion however of thofe 
who may be aftonilhed at this mode of 

• The reader will be pleafed to recollect, that 
Madame de Rofenfelt might now be luppofed to 
have quitted Berlin, on her way ro England. 

8 pro- 
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proceeding, we can affure them) that 
Fulgence was not lefs puzzled with the 
nature and feverity of the interdiction, 
but as he had the fulled reliance on his 
mader’s wifdom and fcgacity, he did not 
attempt to fathom the depth of his myf- 
terious injunctions, but endeavoured to 
ferve him in a more eflential manner. 

To this end he hired himfelf as waiter 
to a French cook (refiorateur) near 
Soho Square, upon the following terms: 

lie was to receive no wages, except 
the pence that might fall to his (hare, 
from the liberality of the cudumers; 
but he was to be allowed a garret to 
deep in, and the perraiflion of taking 
away,every day, an ample portion of cold 
victuals, and as it was itnpoflible for any 
one to know Fulgence without conceiving 
a liking for him, he foon ingratiated 
himfelf fo completely into the favour of 
the prefident of the culinary department, 
» 3 that 
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that this great officer permitted him to 
carry off each afternoon, when the hurry 
of bufinefs was over, not the fcraps and 
offals of a hundred plates, but three or 
four good llices of meat cut off from 
different joints, with a fuitable accom¬ 
paniment of vegetables, to which he 
added a loaf, and a pint of porter from 
the public houfe, and with this whole- 
fome antidote agamft flatulence in the 
ilomach, he ufed to proceed every even¬ 
ing to the prifon, where the victuals 
were reheated in a faucepan, provided 
for thepurpofe, a clean napkin fpread on 
the table, and the dinner laid out in due 
order, after which, he took his pod be¬ 
hind Brinboc’s chair, with as much 
gravity as if he had been officiating 
in the prefence of all the noblejjfe of the 
province of Brittany.-—While his matter 
was eating, Fulgence always endeavour¬ 
ed to enliven the repaft, by relating the 

little 
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little anecdotes and news that he had 
been able to pick up among the gentle¬ 
men who frequented the cook’s (hop; 
and when the former had finifhed his 
meal, he regaled himfelf on the rem¬ 
nants, nor was it without the greateft 
difficulty that he could be induced to 
take his repall in the fame room, the 
only one Brinboc had for the ten {hil¬ 
lings a-week. 

But Fulgence was a Frenchman, and 
feeling like a Frenchman, he conceived 
that to be debarred the ufe of coffee was 
to undergo one of the greateft privations 
incidental to human nature, and he 
tortured his brain for feveral days in 
order to find out fome expedient by 
which he might procure for his mailer 
that delicious beverage. At lad, chance 
Hepped in to the affi (lance of his inven¬ 
tion, and prefented him with an oppor¬ 
tunity of obtaining the article of luxury 
which he fo much wiflied for. 

» 4 


Juft 
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Juft at this period, it was ordained by 
the fates that Madame Godiveau (his 
employer’s wife) fliould lofe her hair- 
dreffer by fome unforefeen accident or 
other, and as Madame could not think 
of fitting at the bar of the coffee-room, 
without her ufual elegant attire, (he was 
relating her misfortune to her hufband, 
when Fulgence, happening to be within 
hearing, offered to fupply the deficiency, 
and he acquitted himfelf fo well in this 
employment, which was’ not new to 
him, that Madam Godiveau afked him 
what remuneration he expe&ed for his 
trouble? Fulgence anfwered, that the 
pleafure of being ufeful to fo fair a lady, 
was in itfelf reward fufficient for any 
exertion in her feTvice, but that if fhe 
infilled on paying him for fo agreeable 
an occupation, he would only requeft 
to be allowed a cup of coffee every day, 
as the fufeft cure for a head-ache, to 
which he was fubjeft in confcquence of 
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being denied the ufe of that falutary 
liquor. 

This polite fpeech, fuch as no waiter- 
in Europe could have made, except Ful- 
gence, was attended with the defired 
effeft, and he had now the fatisfa&ion 
of prefenting his mailer with a luxury 
which he conlidered as of the full mag¬ 
nitude, becaufe he fet the greateft im¬ 
portance on it himfelf, and thus did the 
high-minded prifoner fuffer his wants to 
be relieved by a menial attendant, at the 
time that he feemed determined to cope 
alone with adverfe fortune, rather than 
be obliged to any one for ailiflance in 
his calamitous fituation. 

It ought not to be forgotten, however, 
that a debt of fix louis d’or and the value 
of a daily meal, is more eafily cancelled, 
than one of 347I., and this is perhaps 
the moll folid apology which we can 
offer for the apparent contradiction in 
v 5 Brinboc's 
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Brinboc’s line of conduit: but flu>uld 
our folution of the difficulty not appear 
fatisfaftory to the inquisitive reader, he 
had then better apply to the metaphy- 
fician of the next alley or (table-yard, 
who, as in duty bound, will expound 
this and every other riddle, with equal 
uodcfty and penetration. 
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CHAP. LIV. 

Notwithstanding Fulgence’s inde¬ 
fatigable exertions to render his mailer’s 
confinement as eafy as poffible, time 
feemed to fpeed its way very lazily to 
the latter, when happening one morning 
to ftroll along the corridors of the prifon, 
he could not help flopping at the door 
of a room which chanced to be open, 
fo much was he flruck with the neatnefs 
and comfortable appearance of the 
apartment, and above all, with one part 
of the furniture, which was a book-cafe 
that covered an entire fide of the wall, 
and which feemed to contain from two 
to three hundred volumes. 

If he felt difpofed to envy the poffeffor 
of fuch a treafure, he was not lefs fur- 
* 6 prized 
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prized to behold it in fo unufual a place, 
and not wifhing to incur the fufpicion of 
impertinent curiofity, he was turning 
round to continue his walk, when a 
refpe&able, elderly looking gentleman 
met him fuddenly face to face in the 
paffage, and told him that he was the 
inhabitant of the room which feemed 
to have excited his attention, and that 
he was perfe£Uy welcome to come in 
and examine its contents more at his 
leifure. 

Brinboc conceiving that this propofal 
meant nothing more than an indirect 
cenfure for the liberty which he had 
taken in Handing before the door, en¬ 
deavoured to apologize for his behaviour, 
but the old gentleman repeated his invi¬ 
tation in fuch plain terms, as clearly 
evinced that he was no dealer in inuen- 
dos, and our hero acceded to his offer 
without further hefitation. 


Nothing 
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Nothing diffolves quicker the referve 
of new acquaintance than companionQiip 
in adverflty, and the two captives fooa 
felt as free from reftraint with each 
other, as if they had been intimate for 
a long time, and after difcourfmg upon, 
a variety of fubjeSs until Mr. Pleddel’s 
(for that was the fenior’s name) dinner 
hour approached, the latter requeued 
that Brinboc would take tea with him 
that lame evening. 

Thefe vifits were often repeated, 
though only in Mr. Pleddel’s apartment, 
becaufe he faid that he had made it a 
rule never to fet foot in any other room 
in the houfe: which Angularity, with 
two or three more equally innocent, 
formed the (hady part of his character, 
while probity, good-humour, and bene- 
volence filled up the reft of the portrait. 

Mr. Pleddel, as the earlier rifer of 
the two, went regularly every morn* 

ing 
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mg fo Brinboc's door, and without goings 
in,aiked him through the key-hole, how 
he had paffed the night: and Brinboc 
as regularly returned the compliment 
every evening, but in a more fociable 
way, by fpending a couple of hours at 
lead with Mr. Pleddel. 

The former, though really curious ta 
learn by what chain of accidents a man 
apparently fo worthy of enjoying all the 
bleflings of life, fhould be thus immured 1 
in a prifon, (till carefully avoided to be¬ 
tray any fymptoms of curiofity, for fear 
of difobliging his new acquaintance; but 
the old gentleman, who now began to 
exprefs ftrong feelings of efteem for our 
hero, indulged him in his willies at the 
moment he lead expelled it, from the 
cafual circumftance of their happening 
to talk about a fplendid victory recently 
obtained by an Englifli fleet over that of 
the enemy.. 

** Admi- 
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“ Admiral-,” faid Mr. Pled- 

del, “ who has thus added frefh laurels 
to his fame, was once my (hipmate and 
inferior officer: he is Ihortly to be 
created a peer, and to be honoured with 
other marks of royal and national muni* 
licence, while I am defined to eke out 
the remainder of my exigence in the 
fame manner in which it has been con- 
fumed for the laft five-and-twenty years. 1 * 1 
What,” exclaimed Brinboc, ** have 
yon been buried alive in this place, 
five-and twenty years ?”—“. Yes, fir,’* 
anfwered Ple^del, “ and to continue your 
metaphor, I am fo far from defiring a 
refurred ion, that I do not think I would 
exchange my prefent fituation for all 
the honours and emoluments which are 
likely to be fhowered on my more fortu¬ 
nate meffmate, and as I know him to be 
a brave fellow, 1 fincerely hope that his 
days may glide away as cheerfully in the 

paths 
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paths of glory, as mine do in the rnoft 
fecluded recefs of human obfcurity.— 
After what you have heard, you will 
readily guefs that my ftory is not lontr, 
for when the years of infancy and thofe 
of my confinement are deducted fron 
the fum total of life, the refidue may b; 
comprefled into a very fmall compa r 
—My firft attempt at free agency wa. 
an ad of difobedience to the will of my 
parents, whofe only fon I was, and whom 
I gTievoufly offended, by running away 
to fea, juft*at the time when they meant 
to fend me to college, there to be edu¬ 
cated for the church, a (late which their 
religious fentiments made them con- 
fider as greatly fuperior to every other. 

** I had not been long engaged in the 
maritime profcffion, before I difcovered 
that its duties, and even its relaxations 
were by no means congenial to the 
natural bent of my difpofition, but I 

thought 
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thought it a poiat of honour not to 
iioandon that of which I had once pro- 
fefled myfelf enamoured, and I con- 
ijiued to fetve in the royal navy with 
the real reluttance, if not with the ap¬ 
parent clitlatisfa&ion of a galley Have. 
There was another motive alfo, which 
contributed powerfully to make me per- 
r vere in the walk that I had ftruck out 
•>r myfelf, and that was the infuperable 
averfion which 1 felt to any thing like 
making a choice of another profeffion: 
to have fat down in perfect idlenefs, 
wt id have been then the fummit of my 
ambition, but I was aware that neither 
the frowns of parental difpleafure, or the 
farcafms of a meddling world would al¬ 
low me to enjoy an undifturbed ftate 
of tranc’ illity, and l toiled on in the 
fame d 11 ound of alternate a&ivity and 
indolence, heedlefs of the pad, and not 
daring to look towards the future. 


“ At 
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“ At length, at the clofe of a war, and 
of fifteen years’ fervice, I found that I 
was ftill a lieutenant, without the moll 
diftant profped of promotion, for I had 
not either the ability or the good luck to 
form any friendlhip or connexion which 
might have procured me advancement 
of rank, and whenever I applied to my 
father for his aififtance or the exertion 
of his intereft, I was fure to receive a 
chilling anfwer, allufive to my former 
disregard of his wifhes, until his demife 
freed me from thofe conftant, though 
ufelefs reproaches, and put me in pof- 
felfion of a fmall patrimonial efiate. 
Immediately upon this event, I locked 
up my uniform, my charts, my books, 
inllruments of navigation, and in Ihort, 
every article appertaining to the profef. 
fion of a feaman, with the firm refolu- 
tion never to employ them again, unlefs 
at the exprefs defire of my country, and 

a» 
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as this command was never yet lignified 
to me, I have not been tempted to break 
through my firft refolution. 

“ Being totally unacquainted with the 
theory and practice of agriculture, I let 
out my land to a farmer, and dedicated 
all my time to the profecution of thofe 
flu dies which my abrupt departure from 
fchool had left imperfect j and in this 
Hate of literary indolence, I confumed 
the happielt portion of my life. 

“ Some of my neighbours, who had 
either marriageable fillers or daughters, 
very kindly, and not unfrequently threw 
out hints of the felicity attendant on 
wedlock, accompanied with remarks on 
the cheerlefs fituation of an old batche- 
lor; but I did not pay much attention 
to their good natured folicitude for my 
welfare, until happening to dine one 
day with a family party at Bridport, 
which was but two miles from my ufual 

place 



MEMOIRS OF 


116 

place of refidence, I was fo (truck with 
the charms and modeft deportment of 
z beautiful young girl, the daughter of 
a merchant of that town, that I felt all 
the weight of their arguments rufli upon 
me in a torrent of convi&ion, and I im¬ 
mediately proffered my amorous fuit, 
and I obtained the content of the lovely 
damfel and that of her parents, without 
any difficulty. 

“ Previous to the celebration of the 
wedding, my future father-in-law took 
care to inform me that I was not to ex- 

t 

ped any portion or fettlement with his 
daughter, but though my own fortune 
was not ample, I received this intima¬ 
tion with the greateft indifference, and 
I adored him, that in the poffedion of 
my beauteous bride, unprovided with 
any dowry but that which nature had 
fo lavifhiy bellowed upon her, I fliould 
confider mylelf as far more rich, than 

the 
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the lord of all the treafures of both the 
Indies. 

l < But Sir, (continued Mr. Pleddel,) 
would you believe it ? I was not allowed 
even the comforts of an ordinary honey¬ 
moon ; for there is no planet in the 
whole fyftem of the univerfc, the velo¬ 
city of whofe motion can be compared 
to the rapidity with which I was hurled 
from mv dreams of connubial blils, to 
the fad experience of the moll oppofite 
wretchednefs. In the delirium of 
paffion, I had .fancied that I was wed¬ 
ded to an angel, and without the influ¬ 
ence of this mental intoxication, I might 
have fuppofed that I was the hufband 
of a lovely woman, but I foon difco- 
vered that I was united to an infernal 
fury, the violence of whofe paflions 
were to be not only the fcourge of my 
life', but alfo the probable caufe of my 
death, as her irritable temper and un¬ 
paralleled 
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paralleled folly, were conftantly involv- 
ing me in broils, fometimes with the 
Servants, and fometimes with Grangers, 
and it was impoffible to foretel the iiTue 
of thofe quarrels, of which I was uni¬ 
formly obliged to bear the brunt, although 
as foreign to my ideas and to my 
interefb, as the religious difputes of 
the fixteenth century. 

«* Nor was this perpetual ftate of war¬ 
fare the only misfortune which I had 
now to encounter, they were indeed 
many, and widely diverfified, though 
all Springing from the fame fruitful 
Source. My wife anticipated with rap¬ 
ture the time when fhe Oiould become 
a mother, and for fear of being taken 
by furprife, fhe laid in fuch a flock of 
baby linen, as might have furniflied the 
Foundling Hofpital or Afylum for lying- 
in women; fed fpem fefellit eventut , 
and becaufe fhe was disappointed in her 

wifhes, 
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wiihes, ihe took a mod rooted hatred 
to a country life, which foe faid did not 
agree with her conftitution, and drag¬ 
ged me away from my rural retreat, 
which in my peaceful moments I had 
compared to Horace’s Sabine farm, 
without remembering that Horace had 
taken care never to be inveigled into 
matrimony. 

** We hired a houfe in a dirty ftreet at 
Bridport, which, had it been a paradife 
in other refpe&s, would have proved 
extremely difagreeable to me, from the 
limple circumnance of its being a feaport 
town; fo much was I difgufted with 
any thing conne&ed with my former 
mode of life, although its moil ilormy 
feafons are Halcyon days, when com¬ 
pared to the tremendous gales of ma¬ 
trimonial tempeils. 

“My houfe foon became the refort 
of an idle golTiping fet, both of men and 

women, 
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women, who came to pay their refpe&s 
to my wife, and her four unmarried 
lifters $ for thefe amiable young ladies, 
by means of what they called vilits, 
contrived to live ten months in the 
year at my expence, and when 1 flatter¬ 
ed myfetf that their feveral marriages 
would rid fuch unneceflary in¬ 

cumbrances, I found to my forrow, 
that I had only exchanged one tax for 
another j as Mrs. Pleddel always infilled 
upon the mdifpenfable duty of making 
them a handfome prefent, previous to 
the. wedding; fuch as a piece of plate 
to Mils Ann, an entire ftock of houfe- 
linen to Mifs Georgina, a necklace and 
ear-rings to MifsICitty, and the complete 
furniture of a drawing-room, to Mifs 
Lindatnira. To meet thefe extraordi¬ 
nary demands, I was obliged to have 
recourfe to extraordinary expedients, 
among the earlieft and eafieft of which, 

was 
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was that of turning oat the honeft man 
who had Burned and huQunded my 
lands, to let them at a rack-rent to at 
greedy fpeculator. But my wife, who 
had now given up all hopes of beifcg 
blefled with progeny, and who had lolb 
great part of her daily amufements, by. 
the removal of her fitters, turned her 
thoughts or rather her caprices, another 
way,.for I believe ihe never thgpgh^ 
and fhe plunged headlong intO~*v«** 
kind of difSpation which n'fHraeiifiil 
town could afford. Not content with 
giving balls and parties at her own 
houfe, fhe fought incefiantly for thofe 
diverfions abroad, and has often put me 
to the blufh, by defcending to a thOUK 
land ads of meannefs^ in order to in&lt 
an invitation to what fhe catted a gtfp 
thing, but which always appeared to me 
a very ftupid one, and afc if this <i|tele of 
abfurdity was not fuffleieady wide* IwM 
you m. o obliged 
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obtfged to attend her regularly twice a 
year to the aifize balls at Dorchefter, 
where in return for the trouble, the ex- 
pence and the vexation, which thofe 
emeorfions never failed to procure me, 
ft. ,bad the fupreme fztisfa&ion of hear¬ 
ts on our firft abearance, a general 
wrhiiper of, “ there is the beautiful Mrs. 
Pleddel,and her good natured hufband,” 
attd the glory of being involved in half- 
Wfdoxen quarrels, on account of her dif- 
ipotes about precedency, and other ob¬ 
jects equally important. 

,• “ Notwithftandmg the ealinefs of my 
difpofition, which may perhaps deferve 
a lefs lenient appellation, and in fpite 
of my unwillingnefs to fee the fatal con- 
Sequences of my wife’s extravagance, 
it was impoffible to fhut my eyes any 
longer to the dreadful gulph that was 
rapidly opening its jaws to devour us; 
and emboldened one day by an unufual 

femblance 
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femblance. of ferenity on her counte¬ 
nance, I ventured to difclofe to her the 
real Hate of our affairs, and to conjure 
her to liften to the voice of reafon and 
prudence, before deftru&ion became 
inevitable. Inftead of the hurricane of 
rage and anger which I thought this 
prelude would have excited, Mrs. Pled* 
del preferved a moll delightful degree 
of equanimity on the occafion, and after 
muling fome time very calmly, fhe fug- 
gelled, as the bell expedient in our 
prefent diftreffes, that I fhould part with 
my only remaihing confolation, by fel¬ 
ling my library. I was incenfed at this 
propofal, which was as puerile and nu¬ 
gatory in itfelf, as it was grating to my 
feelings, and for once in my life I ven¬ 
tured to be in a paflion. 

“ My wife, who no doubt concaved 
this extraordinary phenomenon to be 
an encroachment upon her rights, im- 
c 2 lediately 
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mediately prepared to repel the agreflkm 
with becoming fpirit, the confequence 
of which was, that our united voices 
produced a duet, that would have 
drowned the clangour of a fcore of trum¬ 
pets, and as many kettle-drums, but 
finding that I was her fuperior in 
ftrength of lungs at lead, like an able 
general, fhe changed her order of bat¬ 
tle, and after an ineffeftual attempt at 
fainting, burft into a flood of tears. 

“This was the fignal of my total 
overthrow: I had read ? though I can¬ 
not recolleft where, but probably in 
the work of fome author who was only 
a bachelor of arts, that the tears of grief, 
are drops of blood doubly diftilled, and 
when I beheld the briny ihower courflng 
down the rofeate cheeks, and bounding 
from the heaving bofom of my beloved, 
1 fancied that I was neither more or 
left than her remorfeleft affaffin j I fell 

at 
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at her feet, and whi'e I killed them, 
alked if fhe could forgive me ? 

She feebly articulated my pardon, 
but obferved at the fame time, that I 
mult promlfe never to touch again upon 
the hateful fubjeft, which had been the 
caufe of her diflrefs: I fwore to obey 
her injunctions, and I complied with my 
vow molt religioufly. 

“ It is not difficult to guefs the red:, 
our expences feemed to increafe in the 
inverfe ratio of our means to fupport 
them i my creditors became clamorous, 
and as foon as one' fet the example, 
they all rufhed in like birds of prey 
upon their quarry, and endeavoured to 
fave themfelves from a total lofs, by 
parceling out the remainder of my pro* 
perty. When the bailuffs firft entered 
the houfe, my wife received them with 
a grand falute, in her happieft manner, 
but finding that thefe gentlemen were 
o 3 rather 
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rather lefs complaifant than her hufoand, 
and not to be diverted from their bu- 
fmefs, by all the tropes and figures of 
the mod confummate female orator, (he 
fell into a fwoon, and I availed myfelf 
of the opportunity, to flip out at a back 
door, and to make the belt of my way 
to London, there to folicit the protec¬ 
tion of an old friend and fchoolfellow 
who was fecretaty to the Pod Office, and 
as a lad refource, to beg that he would 
procure me an employment in the Pack¬ 
et-boat fervice. 

“ My creditors mifinterpreting the 
caufe of my flight, fancied that I was 
going to retire to the continent, after 
having fee reted fome part of my pro¬ 
perty, and in order to prevent this imagi¬ 
nary aft of fraud, they ftnt inftrudlions to 
have me arreded, and iad month com¬ 
pleted the twenty-fifth year of my con¬ 
finement in this prifon. 

** IHliirlnrr 
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“ During the firft twelvemonth of 
my refidence within thefe walls, I had 
irruch to fufier indeed, both from the 
recollection of better days, and from 
the extreme penury with which I was 
forced to ftfuggle, fince my foie depend¬ 
ence was on the miferable halfpay of 
a lieutenant, and even of this fcanty 
allowance, 1 parted with an equal fhare 
for the fuftenance of my unfortunate 
wife, who had been refuted an afylum 
by all her relations, on account of her 
infupportable difpofition. 

“ She did not long furvive, however, 
the ruin of which fhs had been the caufe, 
for her mind was too weak to enable her 
to fupport the ftorms of adverfity; (he 
was fhunned by friends and ft rangers, 
and in the hour of defpondency (he had 
recourse to ftrong liquors in default of 
all other confolation, and this fatal 
remedy foon put a period to her mifera- 
g 4 ble 
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ble exiftence.—Such, fir,” continued 
Pleddel, “ is the true hiftory of my life, 
with no part of which, perhaps, are yt>u 
fo much furprized, as with the appear¬ 
ance of comfort which I now feem to 
enjoy, efpeciaily when I tell you, that 1 
•never have had a farthing of income 
beyond what I have juft mentioned. 
But the fmalleft favings, when continued 
for a long time, amount to fomething 
confiderable,' and the fruits of my 
economy during the fourth part of a 
century, have gradually enabled me to 
indulge in all thofe gratifications for 
which I ftill feel any tafte, infomuch that 
I have not a wiih left unfatisfied. Far 
from defiring to quit my prefent habita¬ 
tion, I fhould deem it the greateft of 
misfortunes were I obliged to croft the 
threihhold of my prifon, and to launch 
out once more into a world which I 
have almoft forgotten, and where I do 

not 
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not fuppofe that I am remembered by 
any one* 

“ In the early part of my naval career, 
I was taken prifoner by a frigate of your 
nation, and carried into Toulon, and 
as it was not then the fafhion to wage 
war like the barbarians of Tripoli and 
Algiers, we were allowed to ramble 
about the country, upon our parole, 
and another officer and myfelf, in one 
of thofe excurfions, went as far as the 
Grande Chartreufe , near Grenoble.— 
I have learned from the newfpapers, 
that the philofophical revolution in your 
country has deftrqyed this filent retreat, 
where contemplation was never ' dis¬ 
turbed but by the offices of hofpitality 
towards the wanderer and the ftranger, 
and I can affure you that, though edu¬ 
cated in a religious fyftem which does 
not countenance fuch inftitutionS, I ex¬ 
perienced considerable chagrin when I 
o 5 heard 
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heard of their unprovoked, and, I be¬ 
lieve, unmerited fuppreffion. My mind 
recoils with horror from the diftref.ng 
jnfture of a fet of harmlefs individuals 
plunged, all at once, into the troubles 
and toils of a world, with whofe ways 
they could be but little acquainted; and, 
when I refled on their unexpected dif- 
afters, and my own comparative tran¬ 
quillity, I feel inclined to exclaim, with 
the moral, though not always enter¬ 
taining, Young, 

Hereon a plank thrown fafe-on ihore, 

I bear the tumult of the aiftant throng, 

Like that of fcas remote or dying florins. 

And meditate on fcenet more filent Hill, tie. 

« In fliort, fir, by the help of a little 
imagination, I fometimes metamorphofe 
myfeif into a Carthufian, this prifon 
into a monaflery, and the jailor into a 
venerable, abbot, under whofe gentle 
rule I lead a very peaceful and con* 

tented 
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tented life. I do not fay any thing, 
about the reft of the brotherhood, be- 
v‘au r ' I hold very little communication 
■< ith them, and becaufe I fear that it 
not be eafy to carry on the com- 
-ari!on much farther. 

* But thefe flights of fancy do not 
co P ute my foie amufement, which,, 
i ides reading, is fometimes extended’ 
1 lung, and, if you pleafe, I wilt 
Ihew you a fpecimen of my lucubra- 
tioi 

re Mr. f leddel got up, and, draw¬ 
ing afide a curtain which hid feveral 
ihelvc placed in a recefs of the wall, he 
produced a ponderous manufeript vo¬ 
lume, which he laid on the table, and 
then continued his difeourfe. 

“ This child of my leifure and feclu- 
fion is a poem in feventy-two cantos, 
for which have not yet thought of a 
name, but which, ihould it ever meet 
. o 6 the 
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the light, will probably aftonifli the 
critics quite as much as the celebrated 
Septuagint of Alexandria, though it 
bears no other refemblance to that fa¬ 
mous work, than the cafual numeration 
of its books to the number of perfom 
employed in the verfion of the fcrip- 
tures already allnded to, and an opinion 
that the latter, as well as the former, 
was written in a prifon. My poem is 
at once narrative and critical, heroic 
and dida&ic; the fubje&s which it 
embraces are nearly innumerable, and 
leaft the ear ihould be tirfed, in fo long 
a work, by the conflant recurrence of 
fimilar founds, I have been careful to 
compofe the cantos alternately in rhyme 
and blank verfe. You will, perhaps, 
objeft to me, that fuch a compofition 
is not exactly conformable to the pre¬ 
cepts of Ariftotle, Horace, and others; 
but while I plead guilty to the charge, 

Ido 
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I do not feel much apprehenfion from 
the coufequences that may enfue from 
fuch a confeffion. I know, or rather I 
knew fome grave fcholars, of profound 
inveftigation and folemn deportment, 
who coincided perfectly with my opi¬ 
nion, that the ancients are the bane of 
the moderns; that they hang upon us 
like a dead weight, and clog all our ex¬ 
ertions j and that, inftead of confider- 
ing ourfelves as being indebted to them 
for their labours, we ought more prow 
perly to lament that a Angle page of 
theirs ever efcaped the united ravages 
of time and barbarifm. We fuffer our¬ 
felves to be ftruck with awe at the names 
of Homer, Virgil, Cicero, Plutarch, &c. 
like children who are alarmed by the 
words Rawhead and Bloodybones, and 
the effeft of this puerile refpeft is, that 
we dare not walk boldly and manfully* 
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m the paths which unfettered genius 
would point out to us. 

“ My plan has been of a very dif¬ 
ferent nature from that of moll modern 
writers, not omitting thofe who have 
obtained the greateft fuccefs: whenever 
an idea prefented itfelf to my mind, in 
the courfe of this work, my firft care 
was to examine the fource from whence 
hfprung, and ifl discovered that it was 
not indigenous (to ufe the word) but 
merely tranfplanted, as it were, from 
feme other brain, then ^uniformly re¬ 
jected it, and thought no more of em¬ 
ploying fuch a foreign acquifition than 
1 fliould venture to offer a drachma or 
an obolus to one of our ihopkeepers, in 
exchange for his commodities. Thus 
you will perceive that I am confiftent in 
prattice as well as theory, and whatever 
may be the beauties or deformities of 

my 
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rrty work, of this I can allure you, 
that it contains nothing but what is 
marked with the ft amp of origi¬ 
nality.” 

Mr. PleddePs profeffion of faith in 
poetical matters aftonifhed Brinboc not 
a little, but then it had the good effect 
of preparing his mind for every thing 
that might refult from fo unbounded a 
tafte for originality ; and having begged 
to borrow the rtumufcript, he went up 
ftairs to his own chamber, bending un¬ 
der the load,of the old gentleman’s 
feptuagefimal (in round numbers) per¬ 
formance. 

As foon as he had leifure to turn 
over the leaves of this extraordinary 
produftion, he found it to be precifely 
what he expe&ed, that is to fay, a farra¬ 
go of the mod heterogenous and uncon¬ 
nected fubje&s, thrown together with' 

out 
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out order or adaptation, as free from 
the rul.s of Ariftotle and Horace, as 
from thofe of tafte and common fenfe, 
and exprefled in feveral thoufands of 
lines equally fiat, infipid, and profaic, 
excepting about twenty or thirty, which, 
with a little indulgence, might have con¬ 
tended for the name of poetry. From 
this examination Brinboc concluded, 
that the winged fieed of Parnafius was 
the hobbyhorfe on which poor Mr. Pled- 
del mod commonly took his aerial ex- 
curfions, and as he would not, for the 
world, have difiurbed him in the en¬ 
joyment of fo innocent an amufement, 
he abftained from all criticifm on the 
poem, and returned it with many af- 
furances of never having feen any thing 
more completely original, refie&ing at 
the lame within his own bread, on the 
fortunate texture of a mind, the tran¬ 
quillity 
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quillity of which was not to be deftroyed 
by the perfecutions of Hymen, the 
frowns of the mufes, or the horrors of 
Imprifonment. 
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The diverfified amuferaent which Brin- 
bock received from the converfatiou 
and writings of Mr. Pleddel, was by no 
means fufficient to drive from his mind 
the gloomy thoughts that continually 
availed hit imagination, as often as he 
reflected on his own misfortunes, or the 
little chance of their fpeedy termination, 
and, above all, on the dillrefs they would 
occafion to thofe whofe exemption from 
affliction would have proved a fource of 
comfort to himfeif under the fevered 
trials. It is not prefuming much to fup- 
pofe that Brinboc would have expe¬ 
rienced the keeneft delight in meeting 
once more with Eugenie and Madame 
de Rofenfelt, and yet the drift injunc¬ 
tions 
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lions which he had laid on Fulgence 
not to difclofe the place of his feclufion, 
operated as powerfully to exclude them 
as the moft indifferent perfons, from his 
prefencej at a time when there was 
every reafon to fuppofe that they might 
be already arrived in London. 

The only vifitor that had broken in 
upon Btinboe's privacy was Mr. Manafie 
Reuben, who came to try if the air of a 
prifon had reduced his fpirit fo far ai 
to difpofe him to hearken to what the 
Israelite termed a pargain , or compro- 
mlfhe ; but Manaffe could not have 
chofen a more unfortunate moment for 
making his friendly propofal, as it hap* 
pened to be precifely the morning on 
which Brinboc had changed his laft 
guinea, in order to fatisfy the jailor’s 
demand for rent, who was not in the 
habit of granting long credit, and there* 
fore it is oeedleft to fay that the 

appli* 
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application proved entirely unfuccefs- 
ful. 

Such was the inaufpicious pofture of 
our hero’s affairs at the period we are 
now fpeaking of, and from which we 
mull draw the reader’s attention for a 
fhort time, in order to notice the arrival 
in England of Eugenie and of Madame 
de Rofenfelt. They had fully expelled 
that they would have met with Brinboc 
immediately upon their landing, but 
being difappointed in their expe&ation, 
they concluded that he h^d not received 
the account of their departure from 
Berlin fufficiently early to enable him 
to perform this ad of attention, and, 
impatient of delay, they came on to 
London, and drove to the hotel which 
had been recommended to them by the 
innkeeper at Yarmouth. Here their firft 
thought was to fend a meffage, an¬ 
nouncing their arrival, to Sir James 

M’Cor- 
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M’Corcodale’s, according to Brinboc’s 
directions, but their furprize was very 
great when they received for anfwer 
that he had not been feen there for feve- 
ral weeks, and that, as Sir James was 
ftill abfent, the fervants could give no. 
other information concerning him than 
the addrefs of his lodgings. 

At the lodging-houfe their mefienger 
was told, that M. de Brinboc had re? 
fided there fome time before, but that 
he had gone from thence without men* 
tioning the place to which he was re¬ 
moving ; ancf this report was literally 
true, though the family knew perfe&ly 
well that he had been carried to prifon, 
but as his la ft requeft was, that this cir- 
cum fiance fhould not be revealed to 
any enquirer whatever, the good people 
fancied that they were only confuting 
his wifhes, and perhaps his intereft, in 
affeCting a total ignorance of what had 

hap* 
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happened to him, and this without 
wounding their own confciences, inaf- 
tnuch.as they really were not acquainted 
with the precife place of his confine* 
mcnt. 

Unfortunately, the metaphyfician did 
not chance to be prefent when the en¬ 
quiries were made $ for, as it was his 
his invariable practice to adt in direft 
oppofition to the reft of mankind, moft 
probably he would have blabbed out 
the whole ftory, and imparted the fe- 
cret of Brinboc’s imprifonment. 

It is not eafy to defcribe the aftonifli- 
ment and terror which feized Madame 
de Rofenfelt and Eugenie, when they 
learned the unfatisfa&ory, not to fay 
alarming, refult of their meflenger’s 
fruitlefs purfuit: their affrighted imagi¬ 
nations reprefented to them every thing 
that was dreadfulj they would have 
given the univerfe to continue their re- 

fcarches. 
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fearches, but they did not know a hu¬ 
man being on the fpot who could have 
afforded them any affiftance in their en¬ 
quiries ; and the gentle Eugenie, lefs 
able to cope with misfortune than her 
fair friend, and perhaps fancying that (he 
was doomed to be the viftitn of un- 
ceaiing adverfity, funk under the pref- 
fure of this new calamity, and fell into 
hyfterical convulfions of the mod violent 
nature. As foon as (he had recovered, 
in fome meafure, from this fevere at¬ 
tack, Madame de Rofenfelt deeming it 
neceffary to make an extraordinary ex¬ 
ertion in order to fupport Eugenie's 
defponding fpirits, affedted an air of 
tranquillity that was very foreign to her 
heart, and fuggefled an idea that poffi- 
bly Brinboc might have gone to Yar¬ 
mouth to meet them, and that they had 
eroded each other on the road. 

8 ' Feeble 
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Feeble as this ray of hope may ap¬ 
pear, they cherifhed it with unfpeakable 
ardour, until the Iapfe of a couple 
of days convinced them that no confo- 
lation was to be expe&ed from that 
quarter. During this period neither 
dared to unburden her bofom of the 
load of apprehenfion which opprefted 
it, for fear of augmenting the other’s 
alarms; they fometimes fat together 
for hours, without uttering a word, and 
without getting any relief but that which 
tears could afford them; and in thofe 
moments of melancholy,‘bordering upon 
defpondency, every carriage that flopped 
before the houfe, and every footftep that 
was heard at the door of their apart¬ 
ment, filled them with racking anxiety, 
in proportion as they fancied that it 
might be either the harbinger of joyful 
ridings, or the forerunner of finifter in¬ 
telligence* 


As 
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As a laft refource, Eugenie wrote to 
Sir James M’Corcodale, infoiming him 
of*her brother’s unaccountable dii’.ip- 
pearance, of the ft ate of wrote hednefs 
to which flie and Madame do Ro r aid.It 
were reduced, in confequence of that 
event, and conjuring him, by all the 
marks of friendfliip which he had mani- 
fefted towards the ill-fated Brinboc, that 
he would point out to them the moft pro¬ 
bable means of learning the utmoft ex¬ 
tent of their misfortune, in preference 
to remaining in the horrible torture of 
endlefs fufpence. 

Sir James was thunderftruck when 
he read this touching epiftle, and, at 
firft, could with difficulty give credit to 
tlie evidence of his own eyes; judging, 
however, that this was no time either for 
doubt or delay, he immediately fet 
off for London, and, travelling day and 
night, performed the journey in lefs 
vot, hi. n time 
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time than it was known ever to have 
been performed before. 

The Baronet knew that it would 
be of little avail for him to go and 
join his lamentations with thofe of the 
bride and filler of Brinboc; and, in 
order to ferve them more effectually, 
as, indeed, likewife to affuage the poig¬ 
nancy of his own feelings, he commen¬ 
ced a molt perfevering fearch after the 
object of their folicitude, and not con¬ 
tent with difpatching his fervants in all 
directions, he went forthwith to Brin- 
boc’s lodgings, where he received an 
anfwer fimilar to that which had been 
given before to Madame de Rofenfelt’s 
meffenger. 

From thence he went to Baron T. 
who had juft returned from the Ifle of 
Wight, but who was entirely ignorant 
of every thing that had happened to 
Brinboc fmee their laft parting, and who 

now 
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now infilled upon joining Sir James in 
his endeavours to difcover their loft 
friend. They then thought of M. 
de S. Didier, but not being acquainted 
with his place of abode, they were 
obliged to alk for his addrefs at the 
Opera-houfe, where they were told that 
the noble fcene-painter, availing himfelf 
of the vacation at the theatre, had gone 
to Margate, in company with his future 
fpoufe, Mrs. Grilkin j and, indeed, had 
he been Hill in town, he could not have 
afforded any^clue towards the difeovery 
of Brinboc, as he had not been let into 
the fecret of his imprifonment. 

It is fcarcely neceffary to fay, that Sir 
Janies and the Baron were greatly de¬ 
jected at the bad fuccefs of their enqui¬ 
ries, and they almoft dreaded appearing 
before the afllifted ladies, unprovided 
with a Angle thought, or fuggeftion, 
a 2 that 
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that could adminifter to their tranquillity 
or confolation. 

Notwithftanding this painful reflec¬ 
tion, they were about to folicit admit¬ 
tance, when Baron T. obferved to Sir 
James, that he deemed it more prudent 
not to break in unexpedledly on Ma- 
demoifelle de Brinboc, as his prefence 
might naturally retrace to her mind the 
recollection of pail calamities, and that 
he would therefore poftpone his vifit 
until fome more favourable opportunity. 

Sir James acknowledged»the propriety 
of this hint, and, after parting with the 
Baron, defired himfelf to be announced 
to Madame de Rofenfeltand Eugenie. 

No fconer did they hear his name 
than they rulhed to the door to meet 
him, and, forgetful of . accuftomed 
forms and ceremonies, they gazed in 
filence upon the Baronet, with a mix¬ 
ture 
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ture of terror and expe&ation in 
their looks, as if they awaited from 
his lips the fentence of their final 
dootTi. 

Sir James, on his part, was not lefk 
embarralfed for a time; he perceived 
how much was expetted from him, and 
he knew how little he had to bellow 
but mattering his feelings, and a (Turning 
a certain degree of compofure in his 
manner, he add relied T'.ugenie, whom 
he inftantly dillinguilhed by her re- 
femblance to Brinboc, and told her, 
that, not being able to fatisfy her enqui¬ 
ries concerning her brother, when he 
received her letter in Scotland, he had 
come to town with the hope of being 
more fuccefsful; that hitherto he had 
not been fp fortunate as to difcover the 
place of his refidence, or retirement, 
which, however, could not long remain 
ii 3 con* 
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concealed, from whatever motive that 
concealment might have originated ; and 
he concluded by entreating both the 
filler and the friend of Brinboc not to 
give way to apprehenfions which, he 
made no doubt, it would be foon in 
his power entirely to remove. Here 
Eugenie apologized to Sir James for 
the diforder in which (he had accofted 
him, and prefenting, at the fame time, 
Madame de Rofenfelt, they returned 
him thanks for the trouble he hid taken 
to relieve them in their diffoefs; but it 
was eafy to perceive that thefe ami¬ 
able women were rather grateful for 
the concern which he difplayed in their 
regard, than tranquillized by the ar¬ 
guments he had ufed to difpel their 
alarms. 

Indeed, it would have been impoffible 
for the moft. indifferent fpettator to have 

beheld 
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beheld them with unconcern: there was 
an awful folemnity in their looks, their 
words, and their whole deportment, 
which, while it indicated but too plainly 
the melancholy emotions of their hearts, 
rendered them a thoufand times more 
interefting than if they had been decked 
out in all the gaudy allurements of fplen- 
did but unfeeling beauty. Sir James 
ftrove, though with little fuccefs, to turn 
their attention from the caufe of their 
anxiety, to other objetts, and he men¬ 
tioned Barog T-*s prefervation, and 

his intention ofvifiting them, acircum- 
ftance which feemed to afford Eugenie 
as much fatisfa&ion as her mind was per¬ 
haps capable of experiencing at that mo¬ 
ment. He then withdrew, after urging 
every reafon that was likely to moderate 
their fearful fo!icitude,and, afterdwelling 
at length on the favourable interprcta- 
h 4 tion 
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tion to be drawn from the abfetice 
of Fulgence, which, he faiJ, was, in 
itfelf a Ifrong preemption that no¬ 
thing unfortunate had befallen his mal- 
ter. 


CIIAP. 
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CHAP. LVI. 

As Sir James was returning to his own 
houfe, he was (truck with a fudden 
thought, that perchance Brinboc might 
be with Lady Belmont, who had now 
deferted the rural beauties of Wiudfor- 
foreft, to fpend the autumn in the dull, 
noife, and buttle of a watering place. 

To Brighton, therefore, did the Baro¬ 
net immediately difpatch a fervant on 
horfeback, bearing to his noble kinfwo- 
man a letter, in which he requeued to 
know if (he could give him any informa¬ 
tion concerning the ftrayed Chevalier. 
Twomonths were elapfed lince Lady Bel¬ 
mont had feen, and confequently fince 
(he had thought of our hero, and it was 
only by the aid of the fair Celeftina, 
h 5 whole 
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whofe memory was more tenacious on 
fuch occafions, that (he recolle&ed (he had 
ever known him, and (he then fcribbled 
an anfwer, notifying her total ignorance 
in regard to Brinboc ever fince he had 
quitted Woodbine lodge, and defiring, 
at the fame time, in the event of his being 
difcovered, that he would have the rood- 
nefs to fay, whether he could procure 
fome huile antique from Paris, as {lie 
was not quite fatisfied with that furnifli- 
ed by her own perfumer. 

The anxiety felt by Sir James during 
the abfence of his meflenger, was not 
much relieved by this reply, and he had 
recourfe to every other device and ex¬ 
pedient which his imagination could 
fugged, not omitting that of advertifing 
in the newfpapers, Where he promifed 
a reward of fifty guineas to any one who 
Ihould bring tidings of Brinboc, whofe 
perfon he took care to deferibe with ex- 

traor- 
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traordinary precifion. Not being more 
fortunate in this endeavour than he 
Had been in the many which he had al¬ 
ready tried, he began to defpair of fuc- 
cefs, and to turn his thoughts rather 
to the means of affuaging the affli&ion 
of Eugenie, and of Madame de Rofen- 
felt, than to perfevere any longer in 
a fearch, the fruitlefs iffue of which 
ferved only to involve in deeper myf- 
tery the unaccountable abfence of him 
who was the object of it. 

Sir James’s frequent vifits to the dif- 
confolate ftrangers foon convinced him 
that folitude could only tend to increafe 
their grief; and, after repeated intrea¬ 
ties, he perfuaded them to leave the 
hotel, and to fix their abode with two 
maiden ladies, of the name of Malcom, 
relations of his own, whofe earned care 
and unceafing folicitude it became to 
offer to their forrow every alleviation 
116 which 
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which pity could infpire, or fympathy 
fuggeft. 

Hopelefs as their fituation now ap¬ 
peared to be, it affiuned, for a moment, 
fomething like a change, in confe- 
quence of the following incident 
Sir James was returning on foot one 
morning from the city, when, happening 
to pafs through Covent Garden, he 
thought he fpied, at Come diftance, the 
figure of Fulgence. Unmindful of 
any thing elfe, he immediately rufhed 
through the people who were aflembled, 
as ufual, in the market, and drove to 
lay eyes once more on the fuppofed 
valet of Brinboc; but the latter was 
already loft in the crowd, and the Baro¬ 
net, rendered more eager by this new 
difappointment, went into every Chop and 
flail in the garden, defcribing the perfon 
and country of Fulgence, in hopes of 
finding fome one who might know him, 

but 
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but all to no purpofe; and, In the courfe 
of his enquiries, he was greeted by the 
ladies who fell oranges and apples with 
certain animated apoftrophies, which we 
do not deem it proper or neceflary to 
repeat. 

Notwithftanding the repulfive oratory 
of thefe unworthy daughters of Pomona, 
Sir James repeated his rounds in Covent 
Garden two or three fucceflive morn¬ 
ings, in company with Baron T—, 
until they concluded, from their little 
fuccefs, that! the former mull have 
been deceived by his vifual organs, 
and they were returning, for the laft 
time, from the fcene of their refearches, 
when, turning round the corner of 
King-ftreet, they fuddenly met with the 
identical and much fought for Fulgence. 
The valet, mindful, no doubt, of his 
mailer’s pofitive injunctions, endea¬ 
voured to avoid them, and darted acrofs 

the 
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the ftreet in order to gain the Piazzas, 
but Sir James, whofe fufpicions were 
rouzed by this ftrange and equivocal 
condutt, purfued the fugitive with the 
velocity of a tiger bent upon its prey, 
overtook him, and, grafping him by 
the collar, exclaimed in French “ Mi- 
fcrable, ou eft ton maitre * ?” 

To this interrogatory F ulgence made 
no anfwer, becaufe he was almoft in a 
ftate of ftrangulation ; but, lifting up 
his hands, he fignified, by geftures, 
that if the Baronet would pleafe to relax 
his hold a little, he would fatisfy his curi- 
ofity, and the condition being com¬ 
plied with, the unfortunate domeftic 
faid, “ Indeed, fir, I do not deferve 
this treatment; if I fled from you, 
it was only in obedience to the ftrift 
commands of my matter.” ** What !” 
returned Sir James, “ is your matter 

*' Wretch, where is tby mailer l” 

liv- 
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living then I forgive the reft ■lead 

me to him dire&ly.” 

'Fulgence, either confcientioufly or 
politically, feemed to hefitate whether 
he fliould attend to the Baronet’s or¬ 
ders ; but finding that he was not to 
be diverted from his purpofe by any 
plea or excufe, he bowed to the fway 
of the higher powers, and conduded 
Sir James and the Baron to the houfe 
of bondage. If their furprize was great 
at finding Brinboc in fuch a place, his 
was not lefs on perceiving that he was 
difcovered by thofe whom he fuppofed 
to be entirely ignorant of his fate.— 
“ Ah ! Brinboc,” faid Sir James, “what 
have I done to merit this want of confi¬ 
dence ? You are thrown into a prifon, 
and you not only refufe to call upon 
your friend for his affiftance, but even 
forbid that he Humid be made acquaint¬ 
ed with your fituationis this kind ?’* 

“ Do 
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“ Do not reproach me,” replied the 
captive ; “ for I am fufficiently alhamed 
of my conduct, which has been but one 
continued fcene of folly and indifcre- 
tion ever fince we parted: but, dear 
M’Corcodale, allow me to alk you a 
queftion which I almoft tremble to prof¬ 
fer : how are—where are LouH'a and 
Eugenie ?” 

“Theyare in London, 5 ’faid Sir James; 
** and as well as we have any right to 
expect them to be, when every thing is 
confidered.”—“ Thank God ! that they 
are fafe,” exclaimed Brinboc; “ bur, 
after all my follies, how fliall I venture to 
face them ?” “ You will face them 
vaftly well,” faid Baron T—“ a court 
compofed of a filler and a millrefs 
would not be very formidable, even to 
a much greater culprit than yourfelf.” 
“ True,” refumed Sir James, “ the 
difficulty is not what you are to face, 

but 
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but how you are to turn your back 
upon this loathfotne manfion, to effect 
which defirable purpofe it will be ne- 
ceflary to know how you came here.” 
Urinboc then gave a fuccind account 
of his adventure at M. de Lapipee’s, 
and of the confequences which enfued 
from that evening’s indifcretion; and 
Sir James, in return, informed him of 
the anxiety that he had experienced on 
receiving Eugenie’s letter, and of his 
fruitlefs labours to difcover our hero 
until chance threw Fulgence in his way, 
whom he alfo thought it but juft to ex¬ 
culpate from any premeditated defign, 
or wilful breach of duty, in revealing 
the place of his mafter’s confinement. 
It was not without reafon that the Ba¬ 
ronet had bellowed the epithet of loath- 
Jhne on his friend’s prefent habitation ; 
for the latter being no longer able to 
pay the rent required of thole who chofe 

to 
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to enjoy the profpeCt of fteeples and 
chimnies, had been obliged to defcend 
to a room on the ground floor, which 
was dark, damp, and dreary, only re¬ 
ceiving air anJ light through a fmall 
giated window, which looked to a 
back yard. However unwilling Brin- 
boc might feel towards entering into 
any arrangement with the perfon at 
whofe fuit he was detained. Sir James 
foon convinced him that there was no 
poflibility of his obtaining his liberty by 
any other means, and .it was refolved 
that a treaty fhould be immediately fet 
on foot with Mr. Manafle Reuben, in 
order to learn the price at which he 
would confent to his prifoner’s releafe. 
The Baronet likewife promifed to com¬ 
municate the glad tidings to Madame 
de Rofenfelt and Eugenie, with the 
neceffary precautions not to overpower 
their feelings with fuch unexpectedly 

joyful 
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joyful intelligence; after which he and 

Baron T-withdrew, leaving Brin- 

boc*to eke out another tedious even¬ 
ing in the cheerlefs folitude of his 
gloomy habitation. 
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CIIAP. LVII. 

Notwithstanding all Sir James's 
precautionary meafures to prevent » 
too violent tranfition from mifery to 
happinefs in the minds of the fair fnf 
ferers, they indulged in the moll c . 
traordinary tranfports when they heard 
that they were to be bluffed once more 
with the fight of Brinboc, and they 
would have rufhed forth inftautly to 
catch him in their arms, had not the 
worthy Baronet affured them that they 
would not be admitted to fee him, as 
nocturnal vifits were prohibited by the 
etiquette of prifons. 

This lafl: word founded dreadfully to 
Eugenie and Madame de Rofcnfelt; how¬ 
ever, they were overjoyed to find Brin- 

hnr 
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boc any where; and Sir James pledging 
himfelf to accompany them the next 
morning, he left them, not to the plea- 
fures of reft, but to thofe of anticipa¬ 
tion. We are not alhamed to confefss 
that we are inadequate to the talk of 
deic.ribing the affe&ing interview which 
took place between Brinboc and his 
loving and beloved filter and bride: 
fuffic it to fay, that when the two latter 
paffe ’ from the raptures of exquifite 
delight to a more colle&ed ftate of 
mi. , their joy was fomewhat abated 
o .'..reiving the former’s altered looks. 
He was become very thin; his com- 
p on, never of the molt florid kind, 
was now of a fickly, fallow hue ; and his 
general appearance, both haggard and 
emaciated, befpoke corporeal indifpo- 
fition, as well as mental diftrefs. Thefe 
unfavourable fymptoms, however, were 
entirely attributed, by all prefent, to 

the 
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the effe&s of confinement, want of ex- 
ercife, and depreffion of fpirits j and as 
their caufe was about to be removed, 
no doubt was entertained of a fpeedy 
recovery, when committed to the fofter- 
ing care of the amiable Louifa and the 
gentle Eugenie. There was another 
fpe&ator who alfo received very great 
pleature from the propofed liberation 
of Brinboc, though his motives were 
not exaftly the fame; and this was 
Mr. Manafle Reuben, whofe eyes gog¬ 
gled with wonderful vivacity when he 
found that there was a compromijhe y as 
he termed it, in the wind. 

After a great many offers on the one 
fide, and a great many knavifh evafions 
on the other, the Ifraelite was induced 
to promife a renunciation of all claims 
on the prifoner’s peri'on and eftate, upon 
receiving the fum of fixty pounds, which 
was, at leaft, three times as much as he 

had 
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had given for the bond, though he pre¬ 
tended to lofe a great deal by this par- 
gain. 

Previoufly to quitting the jail, Brin- 
boc did not omit to take leave of Mr. 
Pleddel, who faid that he Ihould feel no 
fmall regret in thus lofing his company, 
could he but fuppofe that the former 
was as indifferent to the charms of li¬ 
berty as he was himfelf j and he like- 
wife added, that, being always at home, 
he Ihould be truly happy to fee M. de 
Brinboc, whenever he might chance to 
pafs by that way. 

Fulgence, who had dreaded his maf- 
ter’s wrath, in confequence of having 
been inftrumental to his difcovery, was 
now almoft frantic with joy, on finding 
that every thing turned out fo well, and, 
in the height of exultation at this hid¬ 
den and unforefeen reverfe of fortune, 
he thought no more of the cook’s Ihop, 
6 or 
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or of Madame Godiveau’s negle&ed 
ireffes. 

While Madame de Rofenfelt and Eu¬ 
genie returned to the Miffes Malcom, 
who molt fincerely congratulated them 
on the happy events of the day, Bxinboc 
went with Sir James to inhabit again his 
old apartments in Grofvenor Square, 
until fuch time as his nuptials with the 
amiable widow fliould require a feparate 
eftabliihment. On their arrival there, 
Brinboc found a letter from O’Rourke, 
in which the honeft Hibernian recounted 
how he had been induced to facrifice a fe- 
cond time at the altar of Hymen, by 
the irrefiftable charms ofhis own third 
coufin, Mifs Mary Moriarty, whom lie 
had met with, blithe and blooming like 
one of Diana’s nymphs, on the banks 
of Killarney, and whom he meant to 
introduce, ere long, to the gaieties of 
London,' where fie hoped to have the 
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pleafure of prefenting his bride to 
Madame as well as M. de Brinboc. 

* “ This matrimony,” faid Sir James, 
** has fomething epidemical in it ; one 
never hears of a couple being attacked, 
but another is fure to follow; and I 
do not know but what I may catch the 
contagion rnyfelf.”—Brinboc laughed 
at the baronet’s whimfical idea; and 
they then adjourned to Mifs Malcolm’s*, 
to fpend the reft of the day with the 
ladies. 


VOL. in. 
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CHAP. LVII1. 

T&ere are fome men whofe nature it 
is to doubt and hefitate Upon matters of 
minor impioVtance, but who determine, 
with the Vapidity of lightning, when 
once they hive exerted their judgment 
on fubjefts of deep mtcreft, and real mag¬ 
nitude. Perhaps this particular feature, 
in certain minds, may be no bad indica¬ 
tion of vigorous intelleft, the trued cha- 
rafteriftic of which is, the power of ex¬ 
panding or of contrafling itfelf in propor¬ 
tion to the fize of the objeft or objefts it 
has to contemplate, fince our rational 
faculties are folely finite in their opera¬ 
tions, becaufe fome of thofe objefts are 
too great, and others too minute for their 
infpeftion; and he therefore may be con- 

fidered 
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fidered as approaching the neareft to 
perfection, whofe mind has this fpecies 
df flexibility, or capacity of embracing 
its iubjeft-matter in the way peculiarly 
adapted to that matter, and which would 
be probably in fome degree inapplicable 
to every other. 

We do not prefume to defire the rea¬ 
der to attach any .more belief to this our 
theory, than juft as much as he may 
think convenient or fuitable to his own 
fyilem, for nobody is fo poor as not to 
.have one; buj merely to attend to the 
matter of faft, which is (mark the con* 
neftion) that Sir James M'Corcodale 
having had fundry opportunities of wit- 
neffing and admiring the manifold beau¬ 
ties, as well mental as perfonal, of Made- 
moifeile Eugenie de Brinboc, bad re- 
folved, without doubt or hefitation {vide 
fupra) to efpoufe the faid Mademoifelle 
Eugenie, provided he-did not find him- 
i a felf 
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felf in the fixation of one of his friend 
0‘Rourke’s countrymen, who, after a 
iimilar refolution, difcovered that he 
only, had his own confent to the match. 

To obviate this and other difficulties, 
the Baronet wrote a letter to Eugenie, 
declaratory of his paffion; a copy * of 
which having fallen into our hands, we 
here prefent it totthe public. 

T<j Madenmfelle de Brinbcc. 

“ Were you, dear lady, twenty years 
older, or were I twenty*year$ younger, 
ttifa what we really are, it would be im- 
poffible to enter upon the fubjeCt of this 
letter without a long and laboured intro¬ 
duction. But the candour and inge- 
nubufnefs of your age, combined with 
the maturity of mine, imprefles me with 
$he belief, that the ftep which I am tak¬ 


ing* 


* Ex maxufcripto pats me ,:/ 
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mg, will not have the wiles and fhifts of. 
aftedation to encounter on your fide; at 
the fame time, that on mine, it mull 
efcape from the imputation of juvenile 
rafiinefs or inconfiderate prefumption. 

“ Upon thefe grounds, I will dare to 
indulge in the hope, that if you are not 
pleafed, you will at lead not be offended 
with, a declaration of love from a. man, 
whom you perhaps hardly yet conftdef 
in the light of a friend. Our acquaint* 
ance, I acknowledge, has been of no very 
long duration, yet, in that ihort period, 
I have had innumerable opportunities of 
remarking in you, all the qualities and 
endowments which can conditnte the 
rood deferving of wives, and confer hap. 
pinefs on the man who may be bleffed. 
with the pofleflion of Eugenie. Full as¬ 
say heart is with thefe fentiments,! will 
not venture to obtrude them on one, 
from whofe bofom 1 have no' right to. 

j 3 exped 
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expeft the (mailed return, though my 
hand, my fortune, and my everiafting 
affection, would be the feeble means of 
exprefling fome part of my gratitude. 

“ With one observation more, I (hall 
conclude this, perhaps, already too te¬ 
dious epiftle. The motive which, above 
all others, impels me to make fo fudden 
a declaration, is the wi(h that it may 
meet your eye, before fome involuntary 
word or gefture (hall reveal a Secret,, 
which, while it is fuch, ought to be in* 
violable to every other human being. 
Circumftances placed me in a fituadon. 
With regard to your brother, in which 
it was impofiible for me, not to (hew 
him thofe trifling civilities, that he was 
entitled to as a ilranger, independently 
of any other coqiideration. I know full 
well, that the noblenefs of his mind, will 
lead him to rate thofe little attentions 
infinitely above their real value, and that 

his 
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his generous difpofition would prompt 
him to repay them ten thoufand-fold, 
were it in his power. I alfo know how 
you love him, and how you are beloved 
by him, even with the affedion which 
ought to reign, and which only can exift, 
between fuch a brother and fuch a After. 
Shall I add the reft? Fbrgive rte, I be- 
feech you. 1 Ihudder at the idea of your 
determination being influenced fly any 
Carthly being. No, faireft Eugenie, it 
is from you alone, that I niuft receive 
my final doom. Do not imagine, that 
becaufe I have been abrupt, ! wiflr you 
to be precipitate; far from it, I am Wil¬ 
ling to evince, by patient perfcverance^ 
that my profeflions of atta£hriient are a£ 
folid and finceTe, as they may appear 
hidden and unauthorized} and of'this 
you can reft affured, that though my 
profpefts of future peace or wretchedi 
nefs, reft entirely upori your .dtectfion, 
i 4 



MEMOIRS Of 


I76 

yet nothing fhaJI ever diminilh the re- 
fpeffc and efteem of your truly devoted 
“ J. M’Corcodale.” 

This letter was written immediately 
after the vifit mentioned in our lad 
chapter, and difpatched the following 
morning, from which time, until that of 
receiving an aafwer, the baronet’s bread 
was aWprey to aH the torments of anxiety 
and fufpence. Thefe torments, however, 
were exchanged for fufferings of another 
kind, when the anfwer was delivered to 
him, cot by his meflenger—not by any 
indifferent perfon—but by the only mart 
he wiflted to have nothing to do with 
the cprrefpondence—by the Chevalier de 
Brinboc. “ Here,” faid the latter, pre> 
fenting the note, “ here are a few lines 
from my After;” and turning away in a 
carelels manner, he left the baronet to 
digeft its contents j which were as fol¬ 
lows : 
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To Sir y. M l Cor codale. 

. “ I am not at all difpleafed with the 
iubjeft of your letter, nor with the man¬ 
ner in which you addrefs me. On the 
contrary, 1 feel flattered with what I am 
at liberty to interpret as a diftinftion inr 
in my favour. It would argue the 
greatefl vanity in me to believe, that I, 
am deferving of the many civil fringe 
which you exprefs y but to fuppofe you 
fincere in thefe profeflions, ia an aft of 
juftice, which I cannot refufe to- your 
well known char after and principles. 
I am not alhamed to add, that the ex- 
preffioas of efteem and attachment, with 
which you honour me* have excited, 
fimilar fentiments in that 'bofom, from 
•which you did not choofe to expeft any re¬ 
turn. , Thus far have l attended to youc 
wiihes, with the $n°ft fcrupuFous exacti¬ 
tude, for you receive your doom 9 as yot$ 
i 5 term* 
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term it, from me alone. The delicate 
motives, which induced you to propofe 
this condition, are my foie apology for 
agreeing to it; and, foT the firft time in 
my life, 1 have ventured to take a ftep of 
importance, without confulting my bro¬ 
ther. As foon as this is dofed and feal- 
ed,- he fliall be made acquainted with its 
contents, and be alfo the bearer of it, 
from jour's, &c. 

“ Eugenie.” 

The unaffefted fimplicity of this an- 
fwer, convinced the baronet that he had 
pot decdved himfelf in the high opinion 
Which he had formed of the fair writer's, 
good fenfeand judgment; and delighted 
with the profperous appearance of his 
love concerns, he ran to Brinboc, who 
had opened a book, and feiaing him by 
the hand, exclaimed with vifible emo¬ 
tion; “ Bear Brinboc, have I done 

wrong ? 
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wrong ? have I been too precipitate ? do 
you condemn my conduct ?” “ No, 
generous man,” replied Brinboc, “if 
any thing were wanting, to make you 
worthy of my admiration, that deficiency 
would be now compenfated for, in the' 
mod ample manner; and heaven is wit* 
nefs, that I aflt for no other happinefs in 
company with my Louifa, than that 
which 1 implore for you and Eugffiie.” 

This was indeed a moment of high 
exultation to both the friends, but more 
particularly to Brinbdc, on whom this 
fliower of good fortune had fallen, with* 
out his having the fmaileft notion; on 
fWpioion of'Sir James’tf intentions; until 
they were intimated to.htm that morning; 
by his fitter, after fire had pfevioufly* 
formed her own determination, in. th£ 
manner relited by herfelf. > 
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CHAP. UX. 

Madams de Rofenfelr, as may be ima¬ 
gined, was no indifferent fpedator of the 
fcene of happinefa which now feemed to 
unfold itfelf before her dear Engenie, as- 
foine Kcompence granted by the juftice 
of heaven, for the trials and fufferings 
which fee had endured in the caufe of 
virtue, and for the prefervation of her 
innocence. But Madame de Rofenfeit’s 
furprife was by no means equal to the 
fettsfa&ion which this defirable event 
procured her \ for the fuperior fagacity 
of female penetration in matters of this 
fist, -had enabled her to difct»ver, even 
in the snidft of. her affliction for the fupt 
pofed lots of Brinboc, that his filter’s 
worth and beauty had made a deep im- 

preffion 
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prcffion on the baronet’s heart, though, 
{he did not then fuppofe, that the bufi- 
aefs would be brought to fo fpeedy a 
termination. 

From the latter circumftance, Ihe took 
occafion to rally Eugenie on the rapidity, 
of her conqueft, and likewife to fay in 
joke, that without the order fbriJJrin-: 
boc’s banilhment from Berlin, ihe did 
not think (he fhoukl be half fo far- 
advanced herfelf. 

But the cafes, as ihe weH knew, were 
widely different; Sir James, without any 
incumbrance? and matter of an ample 
fortune, was at liberty to attend foidyto 
the bent of his inclinations; while the 
hero of thefe memoir!^ without any fbtu 
tune, and unwilling tobe an incum- 
brancetobis lifter, who was at that ptfi 
riod ftill in pofleffion of the remnaht 6f 
their property, had much to revolve 
within his mind, before he could detet'- 
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mine on aflbciating any one elfe in the 
companionfliip of adverfity. He knew 
that Madame de Rofenfelt had been left 
a handfome competency by het firft hut 
btond, but as no feparate provifion had 
been made for heir three children, he re¬ 
flected, that a considerable portion of it 
muft devolve to them, at fome future 
period. For the prefent there was 
no exifting difficulty, as the boy was 
left at the military academy, under the 
particular care' of one of his paternal 
tmcics, and the two little girls had come 
over with their mother, arid would be¬ 
come thenbjefis of his own fpecial atten¬ 
tion, as foon as he ffiould have the how 
nour of being »cailed their ftepfatherw 
There was one perfon, however, con* 
neAed with this joyous group, though 
pf aninferior order, who did not parti¬ 
cipate to the ; fuU in the general hilarity; 
and this was the trufty Fulgence. W« 

mentioned 
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mentioned once befbre, that this paragon 
of valets had placed his affe&ions on 
tyfademoifelle Pauline, the waiting-maid 
of his mailer’s lifter, and we were alfo 
obliged to bear unwilling teftimony to 
the inconftancy and broken faith of that 
perfidious Abigail. Poor Fulgence, who 
never dreamt of any fuch thing, was 
both aftonifhed and aiHi£fced, when he 
beheld Eugenie in London, unaccompa* 
nied by the objett of his chafte amours) 
and he took the earlieft opportunity of 
inquiring about his much beloved Pau¬ 
line. Eugente, as well from motives of 
decency, as from companion towards the 
vi&im of ill requited love, endeavoured 
to foften the fad ftory as much as poffible, 
for it had been tranfmitted to her in all its 
native deformity by M. de Flavigny j 
but (he faid enough to convince the un¬ 
fortunate fquire of his mifhap, or per¬ 
haps more properly, of hia lucky e'fcape. 

Although 
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Although Falgence’s indignation was 
great at this unmerited, but not unex¬ 
ampled aft of ingratitude, yet it was 
eafy to fee, that he could notdivert him- 
felf all at once, of his accadomed ten- 
dernefs towards the unworthy idol of 
bis affeftions •, he dropt a tear over the 
painful narrative of her aberrations; and 
had he been a favourite of the mufes, 
would probably have given vent to his 
feelings, in words fomethmg iimilar to 
tbofe of Tibullus: 

* Perjija—ftd qnamvii ftrjida ; car a tamend* 
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CHAP. LX. 

Madams de Rofenfelt and Eugenie, 
befides their introduction to the other 
amufements of the Britiih capital by the 
Mifles Malcolm, were now initiated* 
by the Tame kind condu&refles, m the 
art of Jhopping, as pra&ifed by ladies of 
the firft faihion; and the otcafion or 
pretence for this (pedes of morning en- 
tainment Was this purchafe of fur¬ 
niture, Sec. for the houfe which was to 
> ’ 

be inhabited by Brinboc and his fair 
bride. 

When the evening Was not dedicated’ 
to fome public place of amufement, it 
was fpent at M>fs Malcolm’s, whither 
the gentlemen did not fail to repair, ac¬ 
companied by Baron T— ,* of one of 



1 86 MEMOIRS OF 

two other particular friends; and then 
they revelled in that greateft of human 
enjoyments, a lively, rational, and un- 
conftrained conversation, the charms of 
which are unknown to the unhallowed 
vulgar of every degree, and which, like 
the ferene fky of a fummer’s afternoon, 
pleafe in themfelve?, and promife a 
fuccefEon of pleafures. Sir James 
MfCorcodale was the better able to 
indulge hiapielf and his friends in the 
tsanqttf lHy of this delightful intimacy, 
bqcaufethe feafbn was not yet fet in whets 
the, loungers, the loiterers, and. the va¬ 
rious, defcriptions of idlers, leave the 
watering-places, and other places of fri¬ 
volous refort, to concentrate their for¬ 
ces, in the winter quarters of the metro¬ 
polis. 

As the'return of this annual inunda¬ 
tion was at no great diilance, it was 
felotved that the double nuptials fhould 

be 
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be celebrated as foon as polHble, in or¬ 
der to efcape, in fome meafure, the tire- 
forte congratulations of people who 
are always prodigal of their profeffionS 
of joy or forrow, becaufe they coft 
them nothing; but as the faireft day 
is often followed by the moSi tenspeftu- 
ous weather, • efpecially in oyn change¬ 
able climate, fo thefe agreeable prefpe&s. 
were overcaft by a deep gloom, which 
had nearly deftroyed for ever the hap- 
ptnefs of the perfohs over vtbomitess* 
tended its influence.: 

We mentioned befone thab’ when- 
Brtnboc’s friends had dlfcoveeed hazr 
in prifon, they were greatly ftmck 
with the marked alteration that had 
taken place in his looks, but Which they 
flattered: themfelves would difappear 
is Toon as he was reftored to their 
care, and to the bleflings attendant on 
liberty. 


Their 
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Their hopes, however, were not ful¬ 
filled, by any means. Far from recover¬ 
ing his wonted health and ftrengthy 
they both feemed to decreafe every 
day; and this vifible decline was not 
confined to the powers of the body 
alone, but teemed alfos to affeft the dif- 
pofition of his mind. Brinboc's flow 
of animal fpirits was never of that out¬ 
rageous kind, which, after fetlguing 
ha poffcflbr and all thole about him, 
recedes again fat a funilar proportion, 
and leaves him flat and dry, like? the 
fe*fl»ore, after an equinoxial fprlng- 
tide ; but, at the moment we are dot 
(bribing, our hero was funk in fpirits 
far below his natural level, and it was 
only In the prefence of Madame de 
Rofenfelt and of Eugenie that hq 
occaflonally regained his accuftomed 
cbeerfuineis of manner. At lad the 
peccant* humours which were fed let 
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in motion during his confinement, be¬ 
gan to manifeft their ravages in a more 
violent way; and, by. a fingular coin¬ 
cidence, it happened that Brinboc’s dis¬ 
temper obliged him to take to his bed, 
immediately fubfequent to a vifit which 
he and Sir James paid to Mr. Pleddel, 
as if the air of a prifon held fome pe¬ 
culiar enmity with his conftitution. 

Dr. Stuffer and Dr. 8tarver, two 
eminent phyficians at the weft end of 
the town, were fent for $ and each be¬ 
gan tp prefcribe, and order a kind of 
treatment for the lick man, according 
to his own favourite fyftem; that is to 
fay, the former being a florid, plethoric 
looking gentleman, pronounced the 
patient’s diforder to be the effieft of 
inanition, which could only be re¬ 
moved by a proper courfe of tonics, 
comprehending generous wines and 
nutritious aliments. Dr. Starver, on 

the 
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the contrary, infifted that all diforders 
were more or left to be attributed to in¬ 
temperate living, and confequently re¬ 
commended that the patient’s body 
Dtould be cleanfed from the impure re¬ 
mains of luxurious indulgences; after 
which, he laid that he would undertake 
to enfure his recovery by means of cool¬ 
ing potions and a (pare diet; and he en¬ 
forced this fort of do&rine, by alluding 
to the good health which he enjoyed 
himfirif, and which, he. pretended, was 
foe foie fruit of abftemioufnefs, conquer¬ 
ing the attacks of a confumptive difpo- 
frtion. 

Had either of thefe modes of treat¬ 
ment been adopted implicitly, it is mote 
than probable, that our talk would now 
he confined to writing Brinboc’s epitaph; 
but, fortunately for him, he was fur- 
rounded by perions who received the 
injusdions of the learned in pbyfic, cum 

grant 
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falls , and at the end of three days, 
when the violence of the fever fubfided, 
a yellow tinge, which covered Ms whole 
body, left no doubt this his malady was 
the jaundice, a difeafe which is faid to 
be fometimes produced in perfons of bi¬ 
lious habits, by the concurrent caufes of 
anxiety and mental depreffion. 

If the progrefs of Brmboc’s diforder 
had been gradual, before it came to a 
crifis, its retreat was ftill more dilatory ; 
and in the protracted ftate of debility, 
which accompanied his convalefcence, 
he received no foiace, but that which was 
conveyed to him by the company and 
converfation of his friends. Among 
thefe, Madame de Rofenfelt was of cOutfe 
particularly fuccefsful in chafing away 
the tedium of confinement; and, indeed, 
it would have been difficult, if not int- 
poffible, to have found any one fo fit for 
that office, event fuppbftng that Hie had 

been 
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been an indifferent perfon, only engaged 
by tile common affiduities of friendihip. 

In the early part of tbefe memoirs, 
we paid a juft tribute to the endowments, 
as well perfonal as intelledual, of this 
charming woman; and whether ihe had 
to preftde in a drawing room, or to di£> 
penfc copfort at the bed of ficknefs, her 
manner, her a&ions, and her words were 
marked alike with grace, elegance, and 
propriety. In the gentle Eugenie; (he 
found, on the prefent occasion, an affift- 
ant, whom the warmth,of fifterly affec¬ 
tion had converted into a rival, in the 
earneftnefs and foiidtude which they 
both difplayed, firft for die recovery, and 
afterwards for the entertainment of 
BHnboc, during the hours of languor 
and feclufion. Thefe sure offices, upon 
which men may difcam at leifure, but 
which only women can perform with 
tfat affuaging care and delicate attention, 

that 
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that would better entitle them tft the ap¬ 
pellation of angels, than thofe external 
and fleeting charms, which fometimes 
procure them that name from the 
mouths of fools and coxcombs. 

With a ferene confcience and a kind 
female nurfe, a fick room is not fuch a 
terrible place as many fuppofe it to be, 
at lead to thofe who are acouftomed to 
it; and yet, thrice happy they who never 
flood in need of fuch comforts and alle¬ 
viations ! though Profefibr Weppen- 
heimius of Stutgard is of . opinion, that 
in order to have a true relifh for the en-' 
joyment of health, a man ought to be 
tormented with the pains of a racking 
difeafe, at lead once a year. We have 
known fome robuft fceptics refufe to 
fubfcribe to the truth of the Profeflor’s 
obfervations, falva tanto viro debita re* 
verentia. 

. von. hi. 


K 
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But to return once for all, from this 
abominable trick of digrelling, towards 
which, it mud be allowed, that we have 
a powerful bias, in fpite of our unceafing 
efforts to reprefs fuch unruly propenfi- 
ties, permit us, indulgent reader, to pre- 
fent you with an account of the catas¬ 
trophe which befel Monfieur Bernard!, 
the Illumind, with whom you became 
acquainted during Brinboc's refidence 
at Berlin, the fame being related *by 
Madame de Rofenfelt, at the requeft of 
the Chevalier. It feems, that this illu¬ 
minated adventurer, not iatisfied with 
the finiles of royal approbation, and un¬ 
dismayed by the cool return which he 
experienced from Briaboc, when he pro¬ 
posed to initiate the latter in the myfte- 
ries of the modem Cabala, had fought 
for profelytes among others with great 
fuccefs, until a (top was put to his pro- 

grefs 
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grefs by the following accident. M. 
Bernardi had a&ed as mailer of cere¬ 
monies to a young Silefian nobleman, 
whom he introduced to the company 
and intimacy of the illufirious dead; and 
the confequence of affociating with fuch 
diftinguilhed perfonages, was an increafe 
of expence, which made the Silefian 
draw for larger fums than his guardians 
thought proper to allow him. This cir- 
cOmftance awakened their fufpicions, 
and after a very minute and laborious 
inveftigation,«they difcovered at laft, that 
the far greater part of the money called 
for by the young nobleman, had gone 
info the pockets of M. Bernard!, who 
had kindly undertaken to be banker for 
Plato, Seneca, Marcus Aurelius, and the 
other inhabitants of the Elyfian fields', 
who came, by his invitation, to fpend 
their evenings at Berlin. As the Illu¬ 
mine had many friends at court, it is 
* a probable, 



MEMOIRS OF 


196 

probable, that the whole affair would 
have been hufhed up, but for the wrath 
of the young Silefian, who, in the hight 
of his indignation, at the grofs cheat prao 
tifed upon his credulity, publiflied his 
adventure to all the town, fwearing at 
the fame time, that if he caught his 
worthy preceptor, he would fend him to 
vifit, in bis turn, the (hades below. This 
uproar forced the tribunals to take no¬ 
tice of the matter; and fome other trans¬ 
actions, of a very queftionable nature, 
being brought home to M. Bernardi, 
his proteClors, who were alfo his di£- 
ciples,became aihamedof their connexion 
with fuch a Swindling impoftor, .and 
abandoning the unfortunate Illumine to 
his fate, he was condemned to perpetual 
imprifonment in the caftle of Spandau, 
with no other company than that of the 
jailor, and the Spirits of the illuftriouf 
dead, who might chufe to vifit him in 
his adverfity. 
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CHAP. LXf, 

The fultana, in the Arabian Nights, 
was not more felicitous to procure en¬ 
tertainment for her defpotic lord, than 
the friends of Brinboc, to charm the te¬ 
dium of his confinement, by their pre¬ 
fence and attentions. 

It happened, one evening, that out- 
hero accufed Sir James M'Corcodale of 
being in his debt; and when the latter 
pleaded ignorance of the obligation, 
Brinboc reminded him of a promife 
which he had made, to favour him with 
fome account of his life, in return for 
the narrative which he had given of his 
own. 

“ I am perfe&ly ready,” anfwered 
the baronet, “ to comply with my pro- 
it 3 mife* 
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mife, which, to tell you the truth, I had 
completely forgotten: but, I much fear, 
that it will not afford you or my fair audi¬ 
tors any great amufement, as I was never 
engaged in thofe marvellous adventures 
or romantic exploits, which conftitute 
the chief merit of individual hiftory.” 

“ I afk your pardon,” replied Brin- 
boc, “ if 1 do not aflent to your ideas 
of the chief merit of perfonal narrative. 
In my opinion, a minute relation of won¬ 
derful adventures, can only be interefl- 
ing, inafmuch as it is founded in truth ; 
and when that is not the cafe, the recital 
of a fucceffion of natural events, fuch as 
might occur to any man, is far from 
being void of entertainment, and even 
of inftru&ion, provided it is communi. 
cated in the manner in which you will, 
no doubt, acquit yourfelf. 

“ To firing together, a great number 
of wonderful incidents, with little con¬ 
nexion. 
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nexion, and (till lefs felicity of arrange¬ 
ment, is the daily labour of many a hun¬ 
gry fcribbler, whofe productions are 
hardly known before they are forgotten, 
and which refemble thofe paintings, re- 
prefenting a motley and fantaftic aflem- 
blage of animals, books, utenfils, infefts, 
mufical instruments, and packs of cards, 
forming a whole, rather fatiguing than 
pleafing to the eye. 

“ Events, whether real or fictitious, 
are the ground-work or ikeleton of every 
narrative; but to embody thofe events 
in their juft proportions j to conneCt them 
by ftrong, though imperceptible nerves 
and ligaments; and finally, to produce a 
whole, full of life and motion, is the ex- 
clufive province of genius, whether it be 
employed upon fubjeCts of diminutive 
fize, or of colofial ftature. In works, 
purely of imagination, the greater the 
fertility and variety of invention, the 
k 4 greater. 
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greater, no doubt, is the merit of the 
compofer; and yet, I am much inclined 
to queftion, if what we call invention, 
might not be termed, more properly, x 
clofe infpeftion of nature: the giants of 
Rabelais,and the Lilliputians of Swift, arc 
certainly nothing but men-—mere nature 
—caricatured indeed, to produce fome 
effett on the dull organs of the million. 
Unfortunately, we have not M. Bernard! 
here to raife the fpirits of the illujirious 
dead , or, I am pretty certain, that the 
ihades of Fielding and Lc.Sagc, would 
confirm my hypothefis, and allure us, 
with that fincerity, which is not always 
to be found in living authors, that the 
molt admired portions of their works, 
were thofe in which they copied mod 
faithfully from nature. Writers, who 
do not follow the fame track, may fur. 
prife, and even delight, for a momentj 
but their fuccefs is purely ephemeral, 

and 
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2nd if they are blefled with a good con^ 
ftitution, they feldom fail to outlive their 
• tranfient reputation." 

Here Brinboc was interrupted by thef 
gentle Eugenie, who congratulated hint 
on the recovery of his ftrength, which' 
enabled him to talk fo much ; and as 
he was not backward at taking a hint, 
the baronet was allowed to commence 
his narrative. 

“ You do not know, perhaps, ladies," 
faid Sir James, “ that in the part of the 
ifland whicjh gave me birth, younger 
brothers are generally as flenderly pro¬ 
vided for, as they were with you in the 
provinces of Britanny and Gafcony; 
though this circumftance does not par* 
ticularly concern myfelf, who am an only 
child; but 1 mention it, becaufe my hi¬ 
ther was the youngeft fon of a baronet, 
whofe title 1 now enjoy. My grande 
hither. Sir Archibald M‘Gorcodale, was 
k. 5 more: 
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more than fufpeded, of favouring, with 
his withes at lead, the exiled houfe of 
Stuart; and after the battle of Culloden, 
when the fortunes of that ill-fated family 
Were irretrievably loft, he retired en¬ 
tirely from fociety, to refide on his eftates 
in Berwickshire. 

“ There, in a kind of Gothic magnifi¬ 
cence, he gave himfelf up to the plea- 
fures of the field and thofe of the table; 
and when the younger branches of his 
family, aware that they would become 
deftitute on his demife, reprefented to 
him the neceffity of feeking fome mode 
of advancement in the world, he turned 
w?th dttguft from their remonftrances ; 
hecaufe his pride revolted at the idea of 
their (looping to commerce; and his prin¬ 
ciples would not allow him to fufier his 
fbns to draw, their fwords in the fervice 
of the reigning monarch. But Sir Ar- 
chibald was doomed to receive a feverer 

wound 
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wound in this tender part, by the con- 
dud: of my father, who falling defpe- 
rately in love with the daughter of one 
of the mod zealous, though not moil; 
opulent of the adrerfe party, ventured to 
reveal his paflion to the old baronet- 
It is not in my power to defcrtbe the in- 
dignation of the latter, when he heard 
this unwelcome piece of intelligence s 
and in the height of his anger, he poured 
forth the moil bitter imprecations againfl: 
himfelf, if ever he conferred to fo un¬ 
natural an union. My hither was too 
well acquainted with the inflexibility of 
Sir Archibald’s chara&er, to attempt any 
further expoilulation on the fubjeft; 
and while he appeared to fubmit to the 
di&ates of paternal authority, he availed 
himfelf of the peculiar facility, which the 
laws of Scotland prefent to clandeftine 
marriages, and he fecretly efpoufed the 
k 6 young 
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young and beautiful objedfc of his violent 
but imprudent attachment. 

“ It was not long before my mother's 
pregnancy impofed the abfolute necef- 
fity of declaring the nature of her con* 
ne&ion with my father to her own 
family $ and, as difgreftable tidings are 
feldom loft for want of a bearer, Sir 
Archibald was foon made acquainted 
with the whole ftory. He was then 
confined to his bed by the gout, and 
the irritation of mind produced by the 
account of his fon’s difobedience had 
fo fatal an effett on the old gentleman's 
conftitution, that he had- barely time 
to make his will, when he breathed his 
laft, without chufing to be reconciled 
to, or even to fee my unfortunate father. 
Unfortunate he certainly was, as well 
as difobedient j for, in addition to the 
cruel refleftion of having accelerated, 

though 
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though unintentionally, his parent's 
death, he was left deftitute of the fmatl 
provifion he might otherwifehave expeft- 
ed j and it was under this accumulation 
of gloomy circumflanees thac I made 
my entrance on the ftage of life. A 
very flight inquiry into the ftdte* of his 
inheritance foon convinced the fuccef- 
for of Sir Archibald that he was pof- 
felled of little more than a title j for 
the old Baronet's oftentatious mode of 
living had greatly exceeded the limits 
of his income, and afforded his heir 
ample room for exercifing the virtue of 
ceconomy. This was a frefh difficulty 
to my father, who had now no other 
refource but that of perfons in his 
fituation, namely, entering into the 
army ; and he left his country never to 
return; for he was killed in the firfl: 
affcion in which he was engaged with 
the enemy. 


“The 
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. ** The predicament in which my 
mother flood, after the lofs of her huf- 
band, was truly pitiable. She had for¬ 
feited the regard of her own relations 
by marrying againft their wifhes; and 
ihe had allied herfelf to a family which 
was little able, and perhaps not very 
willing, to afford prote&ion to her and 
her infant child. I do not remember 
her any more than my father; and 
therefore I fpeak from report when I 
fay, that ihe was of the mofl mild and 
gentle difpofition, and ,; confequently 
the lefs able to ftruggle with the trials 
of indigence and adverftfy. Her deli¬ 
cate conftitution funk tttider the pref- 
fure of thi» accumulated load, and I 
was bereft of both my parents before 
I was four years old. 

“ My uncle. Sir William, took charge 
of my education; and when 1 was of a 
proper age he fent me to Weftminfter 
15 fchool. 
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fchool, where I remained for three 
' years. It is not eafy to reconcile this 
ftep with his fubfequent conduCt towards 
me; for, at the expiration of the term 
which I have mentioned, the perfon in 
London to whofe care I was entrufted 
prefented me with a letter from Sir 
William, defiring that I would imme¬ 
diately leave fchool, and repair to the 
houfe of a merchant in the city, to 
whom I was to be bpund apprentice 
in order to learn bufinefs. 

“ I was not at all prepared for fo pe¬ 
remptory and unexpected an injunction; 
and as I had already travelled over the 
molt rugged and unpleafant avenues to 
fcience, with tolerable credit to my fell; 
and as I was alfo juft beginning to ex¬ 
perience that love of knowledge which 
feizes youthful minds anyhow calculated 
for its reception, I ventured to expoftu- 
late with my uncle in the molt refpeft- 

fol 
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ful manner, and to requefl: that he 
would allow me to go to Oxford or 
Cambridge, in preference to the count' 
ing-houfe of a merchant. 

“ The anfwer to this humblie petition 
purported that I was an impertinent 
jackanapes, who wanted to make an 
ungrateful return for the favours al¬ 
ready bellowed upon me; that 1 wilhed 
to imitate my grandfather in pride and 
extravagance ; that if I fancied I was to 
be my uncle’s heir, 1 was egregioufly 
deceived, as he meant ljiortly to marry, 
and have a family of his own; and I 
was finally ordered to chufe between 
an inftantaneous and unqualified fub- 
million to his defires, and the certainty 
of being abandoned to diigrace and 
wretchednefs. 

“ Hard as the alternative then ap¬ 
peared to me, T was forced to embrace 
it; and my removal to the merchant’s 

houfe 
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houfe being effedled, I exchanged Livy 
arid Virgil for the day-book and ledger ; 
and, inftead of amufiftg myfelf with 
Ovid’s epiftles, I was fain to copy letters 
of bulinefs, until 1 became almofl: as 
ftupid as they who had firft indited 
them. Thus did I moil on for a fpace 
of time that feemed to me equal to a 
hundred ages, when the fcene became 
fuddenly altered, by the cafual circum* 
ftance of one of the partners in our houfe 
going to form a new eflablilhment at St. 
Peterfburgh, and I was feledted to ac* 
company him in the undertaking. This 
was a new sera in my life $ inftead of 
labouring at the deik from morning 
till night, and being under the contr'oul 
of an old avaricious curmudgeon, who 
thought he could never work his clerks 
fufficiently, my new principal, or rathea 
my boon companion, for fuch he proved 
to be, only , dedicated as many hours to 

bull* 
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bufinefs as was abfolutely neceffary, and 
then forbid that the very name of com¬ 
merce fhould be mentioned, a regulation 
which I endeavoured to inforce to the 
utmofl extent of my fecondary autho¬ 
rity. 

“ This gentleman had long been no¬ 
ticed as one of the mod dalhing cha- 
ratters in the purlieus of the Royal Ex¬ 
change ; and hia tafte for the elegan¬ 
cies of life was rather increafed than 
diminUhed by his migration to the 
banks of the Neva. Our houfe was 
furnifhed in the mod fumptuous man¬ 
ner ; the whole continent was laid un¬ 
der contribution to furniih our wine 
cellar ; and princes and ambaifadors 
were loud in the praifes of our cook, 
whom they declared to be the mod ex¬ 
pert palate*tickler in all the Ruffias. 

“ Among the perfons of fafhion with 
whom 1 was now in habits of intimacy, 

was 
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was our own minifter, Lord Frinkum, 
whofe money-concerns we tranfa&ed, 
and who, in return, frequently honoured 
us with his prefence at dinner and fup- 
per. One morning, while I was en¬ 
gaged in the office, * this extraordinary 
reprefentative of Majefty came running 
in, quite out of breath, and, taking me 
by the hand, exclaimed, “ My dear 
Mac, I am in the greateft diftrefs im¬ 
aginable : the fecretary to the embaffy 
is juft dead. Having betted that he 
would drink a greater quantity of burnt 
brandy than dreneral Baldrobowfki, he 
fell a viflim in the attempt, to the fupe- 
rior powers of this devil of a Mufco- 
vite; and what makes the matter ftill 
worfe is, that I want to prefent a note 
to the Government, and not one of the 
other fecretaries can write a word in 

* The word totmting-houft it exploded among 
polite merchants. 

any 
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any language but English : I fhall b a 
eternally obliged to you if you can affift 
me in this dilemma.” 

“ I did not hefitate a morrtent in ten¬ 
dering my fervices to Lord Frinkum, 
with the performance of which he was 
fo well pleafed, that he offered to re¬ 
commend me for the fituation made 
vacant by the deceafe of the unfortunate 
brandy drinker; and I was too much 
delighted with the prcfpelt of being 
completely delivered from the irkfome 
drtidgery of a commctcial life, not to 
tkffe Immediately with hit Excellency’* 
propofal. Still I deemed it both pru¬ 
dent and decent to acquaint my uncle 
with tny unexpected metamorphofis; 
in return for which- piece of infor¬ 
mation I received a letter from him 
full of invefKves and reproaches for 
my folly and ingratitude, in deviat¬ 
ing from the line of conduit which 

he- 
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he had marked out for me, and de- 
firing, at the fame time, that I would 
ceife to entertain any hopes of his fu¬ 
ture friendfhip, as he was about to 
•place his affeftious on a more tender 
and deferving objedh I underftood the 
hint perfe£Uy well, and reconciled my- 
felf to the menaced exclufion from Sir 
William’s fortune with great equa¬ 
nimity, which was, perhaps, foroewhat 
ftrengthened by the hope that he would 
never carry it into execution. But be¬ 
fore I proceed in this relation, it may 
not be improper to explain the Angular 
•whim of my uncle, in forcing me to be 
of a profeflion to which he could have 
no perfonal or hereditary attachment, 
fince I was the firft of the family whp 
had ever been a merchant. The truth 
is, that Sir William, on fucceeding to 
his father’s property, found it in fuch 
an embarraffed ftate, that he was ob¬ 
liged 
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liged to adopt certain plans of drift 
ceconomy, which, originating in necef- 
fity, were afterwards continued through 
mere force of habit; and, in conformity 
to this difpofition of mind, he refolved 
that I fhould follow a profeffion, in 
which my own induftry might fuper- 
fede the exertion of much liberality on 
his part. He likewife never meant that 
I fhould inherit his fortune, or title, to 
both of which he was too powerfully 
attached not to wifh that they fhould 
be enjoyed by his own immediate de- 
fcendants. I have been told that he 
paid his filent addreffes to the females 
of the fame family for three generations, 
without ever daring to propofe the 
queftion in an explicit manner, becaufe 
his defire of poflerity, on the one hand, 
was exaftty counterbalanced by his 
dread of expence on the other. As 
foon as he fancied that he had muttered 

refo- 
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refolution enough to take a wife in good 
■earned, he was lure to be driven from 
his purpofe by the irrefiftible temptation 
of an edate to be fold in the neighbour¬ 
hood, or of fome lucrative tontine or 
canal projeft; and I always conlidered 
thofe traps for my uncle’s covetoufnefs 
as the bed foundation for hoping that 
I (hould, one day or other, fucceed to 
the property of my ancedors. 

“ But to refume the thread* of my 
dory. 1 had not been many days old in 
my diplomatic career, when I difcovered 
that my place was not a finecure; for 
Lord Frinkum being very properly con¬ 
vinced that he knew nothing at all 
about the matter, repofed the entire 
load of public buiinefs upon my ihoul- 
ders, in the fame manner as he had 
done before with my predeceffor. In¬ 
deed, in proportion as I became ac¬ 
quainted with his Excellency’s qualities, 

I was 
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I was filled with aftoiiifliment that he 
ihould ever have been appointed to fill 
a fituation of fo much importance. He 
was idle, thoughtlefs, and difiipated; 
he knew no more of the relative in- 
terefts of the different governments of 
Europe, than of thofe of the petty 
Hates of ancient Greece; and, to fum 
up his charader, he was even egre- 
gioufly deficient iu that high polifh of 
manners and captivating urbanity which 
is often of fuch effential fervice in the 
management of diplomatic concerns. 
With this la ft mentioned qualification 
a man of middling talents may fome- 
times effedually forward the interefts 
of his country, provided be has the aid 
of intelligent perfons about him: but 
without it, the moft able negotiator al¬ 
ways appears to great difadvantage; 
becaufe he is certain to fuffer by un¬ 
favourable comparifons. Out of a. 

thou- 
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thoufand proofs which I might adduce 
in. fupport of the faithfulnefs of my 
lord Frinkum’s portrait, efpecially with 
regard to the prominent feature of in¬ 
attention to his duty, I will feleft the 
following ftriking inftance: 

“ Juft as his lordlhip was fetting out 
one day to join the court at Tzarlko- 
Celo, a courier arrived from England, 
by way of Hamburgh, and prefented 
him with difpatches. He did not wait 
to examine their contents, but, putting 
them into his ‘pocket, he afcended the 
box of his barouche, and drove away 
in a very mafterly manner; for both 
nature and education had deftined him 
rather for the fituation of a coachman, 
than for that of a minifter plenipoten¬ 
tiary. 

“ About a fortnight after, another cou¬ 
rier arrived from London, by way of 
Stockholm, and, as Lord Frinkum was 
voi.. iii, t, ftill 
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ilill abfent, 1 opened -the difpatches, and 
found that they contained papers f 
the utmoft importance, which ap¬ 
peared to be duplicates of others that 
had been already forwarded. Not hav¬ 
ing heard any thing of the firft fet, 1 
concluded that they bad mifcarm 4 ; 
and, to preclude the poffibility 
iimilar misfortune, and* to prevent all 
further delay, 1 immediately threw my- 
felf into a carriage, and went port hafte 
to Tzarfko*Celo. Eut judge of my 
aftonifhment, when, fignifying the caufe 
of my vifit, and at the fame t 5 ' my 
apprehenfion left any bad confequences 
ihould xefult from the lofs of the former 
papers, his Excellency burft into a horfe 
laugh, and faid he would lay an even 
wager that the difpatches alluded to 
were thofe which he had received when 
leaving Peterfburgh, but which he had 
never fo much as opened, and which he 

had 
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had completely forgotten in the more 
entertaining amufements of the Impe¬ 
rial court. Irft I could fcarcely be¬ 
lieve that I was treating with a rational 
being, fo much was I (truck with this 
unparalleled difplay offolly and criminal 
negletf ; and I do not exaggerate in 
faying, that if any previous difpofition 
to ill-will and mifunderftanding had ex¬ 
ited between the two cabinets, the lives 
oi thoufands might have been the dear 
forfeit of Lord Frinkum’s little forget- 
fulnefs. icannot take leave of this ex¬ 
traordinary perfonage, without inform¬ 
ing you of the extraordinary way in 
which he came to be made an ambaf- 
fador, and which to you mult be a le¬ 
gitimate fubjeft of curiolity. 

“ His lordihip, imitating the laudable 
example of many illultrious youths, had 
not been five years in poffeffion of his 
eltates, when this ample provifion be- 
l 2 came 



S20 


MEMOIRS Of 


came unequal to the demands of his 
creditors, and, after running the gaunt* 
let of bonds, mortgages, and ufurers, he 
was forced to apply to his father-in-law, 
to affift him in his difficulties. This 
prudent gentleman recommended him 
to go abroad, as the bell means of nurf- 
ing fits eftate; and that he might not 
be quite unoccupied during his abfence 
from home, advifed him to afk for the 
pod of ambafiador. Lord Frinkum 
reliflied the propofal valily, but exprefied 
his fears left he ffiould not' have intereft 
enough to procure the fituation. To 

obviate this difficulty Mr. -. wait* 

ed immediately on the minifter, and 
demanded the nomination of his fon-fn- 
law to the embaffy to Ruffia, which 
happened to be then vacant. 

“ The minifter, well aware of Lord 
Frinkum’s utter incapacity to fill fuch 
a place, or indeed any place in which 

talents 
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talents or common fenfe were requifite, 
ftarted fome objections to the propofed 

appointment; but Mr.-, who 

pofleffed confxderable parliamentary in¬ 
fluence, befides being member himfelf 
for the county of ——— , infinuating, 
pretty plainly, that he mad withdraw 
his fupport from the minifter, (hould 
he be denied fo trifling a favour, the 
menace had its defired effect; for the 
luft of power overcoming every other 
conlideration in- the minifter’s mind, he 
acceded to Mr. ——«— 5 s felicitations,- 
and fent a fool to reprefent his fovereign 
in a foreign country. 

** I have foreborne to fay any thing 
about Lady Frinkum, becaufe (he re¬ 
turned to England on the plea of bad 
health, juft at the time that I became 
attached to the embaffy: but the true 
caufe of her departure from Peterfburgh 
was the chagrin and difguft which fhe 
l 3 con- 
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conceived at the ridiculous figure made 
by her hufband. After this you will 
not be furprifed to hear that I alio 
came in for a tolerable fhare of fimilar 
emotions, and fhould certainly have 
imitated her ladyfhip’s example, had I 
been entirely mailer of my own actions. 

“An event,however,which concerned 
me much more nearly, relieved me, at 
laft, from my difagreeable fituation, and 
operated an entire change in my affairs. 
This event, as you may perhaps guefs, 
the death of my uncle, «Sir William, 
of which I no fooner received the news 
than I obtained leave of abfence from 
that mirror of flatefmen. Lord Frin- 
kum, and embarked direftly for Scot¬ 
land, in order to afcertain, with pre- 
cifion, the baronet's teilamentary dif- 
pofitions. 

“ In a moment of extraordinary 
energy and refolution, my uncle had 
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entered into the (late of matrimony, not 
with a woman of his own rank in life. 
But with the daughter of an attorney, 
whom he faw one day, and whom he 
alked for of her father the next, to the 
aftonifhment of the whole neighbour¬ 
hood. When a rich man of feventy- 
two marries a girl of eighteen, he is 
fure to be bleifed with an heir, and my 
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her gTatitude for the honour which {he 
had received, prefented her fpoufe with 
a fine boy in»fomething lefs than feven 
months from the date of their nup¬ 
tials. 


** All was now joy and feftivity 
at M’Corcodale hall, and what with 
drinking caudle and entertaining guefts 
on the one hand, and fecret vex¬ 
ation at the increafe of expences on the 
other, the old gentleman did not fur¬ 
tive his good fortune many weeks, and 
v 4 by 



MEMOIRS OF 


224 

by his will, he bequeathed the ufufruvt 
of his whole fortune to his wife, during 
the nonage of her fon, and a handfome 
jointure for the remainder of her life. 

“ Such was the account which was 
delivered to me, when I vifited the place 
of my nativity; and as there was no¬ 
thing in it fufficiently flattering or con- 
folatory, to induce me to prolong my 
flay, I fet out for Edinburgh, where t 
recounted my adventures, not omitting 
my lad difappointment, to an old fchool- 
fellow, who now ranked high on the lid 
of advocates.” 

“ Hearkee, M‘Corcodale,” faid Mr. 
Carruthers, “ for that was my friend's 
name, we profeflional men, do not give 
up our chums as eafily as you appear in¬ 
clined to do •, we generally furvey a thing 
of this fort in twenty different ways, be¬ 
fore we abandon it altogether; and 
though I am not one of thofe who fee 

every 
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every thing in the word point of view, 
I cannot help thinking, that there is 
Something odd and myfterious through¬ 
out this whole bufmefs; an old man, in 
a date of dotage; a fon and heir bora 
in an unufually Short time; and a will, 
drawn up by an attorney, fo nearly con- 
ne&ed with the perfons advantaged by 
the will, form all together a rough fketeh, 
which might be filled up with great fuc- 
cefs in a lawyer’s brief. I have now 
fome days of' leifure before me, which I 
will dedicate'entirely to your fervicer 
what fay you to a trip back into Ber¬ 
wickshire, where we may invedigate the 
affair a little better 

“ Had this propofal come from any 
other quarter, I Should have fuppofed, ! 
that it contained nothing but a fnare, to 
draw me into a Iaw-fuit; but, befides, 
that I was well allured of CarruthersV 
friendship and honourable principles, my 
l 5 eir- 
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circumftances were not fuch, as to hold 
out any very tempting bait, even to the 
mod hungry and rapacious of the whole 
tribe. Still, I was not fanguine in the 
matter, for, to fpeak candidly, I could 
not perceive the fmalleft likelihood 
of fuccefs in our endeavours; but as 
there was nothing to be loft by purfuing 
them, I feemed to acquiefce in my 
friend’s opinion, and we fet out upon 
our journey of difcovery. 

“ My companion having procured a 
copy of the will, fell to examining it with 
as much earneftnefs as if he had been 
peribnally interefted in its contents; but 
in fpite of the peculiar talent, with which 
gentlemen of his profeftion are gifted, 
for finding out flaws and informalities 
in compofitions of that fort, he could 
light upon nothing which afforded the 
fainted hope of its being fet afide in a 
court of juftice, thanks to the legal abi¬ 
lities 
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lities of Mr. Attorney. As for my part, 
X enquired into every circumftance, that 
had either preceded or followed my 
uncle’s marriage; but though the whole 
country agreed in calling him an old 
fool, for what he had done, (till no one 
would pofitively afiert, that Sir William 
was in an abfolute ftate of idiocy at the 
rime of making his will. While we were 
engaged in thefe refearches, I received a 
meffage from the baronet’s relift, de- 
firing an interview with me at M'Corco- 
dale-hall j and if I was furprized at this 
invitation, I was yet more fo at the man¬ 
ner in which (he received me. 

** In the whole courfe of my life, I 
never met with a more artful and de- 
figning woman than my uncle’s widow; 
and notwithftanding her youth and little 
intercourfe with the world, fhe was a per- 
feft adept in all the wiles of dii&mula- 
tion. On my firft appearance, fhe fhed 
x. 6 a few- 



228 MEMOIRS OF 

a few tears, as if my prefence had re¬ 
vived in her memory, the tender recol- 
le&ion of her dear departed fpoufe. She 
then affured me, that ihe was greatly dif- 
trefled at the harlh treatment which I 
had experienced from my uncle; that 
were it in her power folely to confult her 
own feelings in the cafe, (he would gladly 
ihare with me a part of Sir William’s 
property; and Ihe concluded, by throw¬ 
ing out fome very intelligible hints of a 
difpofition on her part, to renew with 
the nephew, the kind of connexion, 
which with the uncle had procured her 
fo much happinefs. 

“ I had need of all my prudence and 
forbearance, not to treat this (hamelefs 
propofal, with the expreffions of. indigna¬ 
tion which it deferved; but confidering 
the character of the perfon I had to deal 
with, I refolved to meet her on her own 
ground; and returning a calm, though 

evalfive 
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cvafive anfwer, which ftill left a door open 
for further negotiation, I took my leave 
of this worthy follower of the celebrated 
Ephefian matron. The fequel- of my 
ftory will prove, that I was not wrong in , 
this determination; for, mod probably, 
the artful widow’s intention was, that I 
fhould fo commit myfelf, by an impru¬ 
dent correfpondence with her, as to leave 
it in her power to drive me from the 
country with ignominy, whenever Ihe 
fhould think proper fo to do* 

M Carrutfiers and myfelf, being per-; 
fuaded of the inutility of remaining any 
longer in Berwickihire, we were on the 
point of returning to Edinburgh, when 
I was told that the minifter of the gofpelj 
from a neighbouring town, wanted to 
fpeak to me. He aiked me, if I was ne¬ 
phew to the late Sir William M*Corco* 
dale; and, upon iny anfwering in the 
affirmative, he defired to confer with me 
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m private. The good man prefaced his 
difcourfe by remarking, that the ways of 
Providence were infcrutable, and that it 
fometimes raifed us from the lowed abyfs 
of dejeftion, to the height of worldly 
profperity, which however was nothing* 
compared to the happinefs referved for 
the eleft hereafter. He then told me, 
that the caufe of his vifit, was an occur¬ 
rence, which would exemplify in part, the 
truth of the above doftrine; and in vir¬ 
tue of which, I might condder myfelf as 
the only lawful heir, both to the title and 
eftates of my deceafed uncle. 

“ I dared, when I heard the minidef 
talk in this manner, and I began to think 
that he had been fet on by my enemies, 
either to banter me, or to inveigle me 
into fome aft of imprudence; but the 
worthy pador chided me for my impa¬ 
tience, which he faid, was the child of 
levity and the parent of mifchief j and 

after 
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after this gentle rebuke, he related the 
circumftances, to which he-had already 
alluded. 

“ He had been called, the preceding 
evening, to one of his parifhioners, who 
was fuppofed to be polling fall to eter¬ 
nity; and when he attempted to offer 
him the fpiritual comfort, ufual on fuch 
occafions, he found the fick man’s mind 
prepoffeffed with the ftrange notion, that 
one half of the infernal legions, were 
drawn up-in a hollow fquare, ready to 
feize upon hfcs foul, as foon as it fhould 
depart from his body. After fome dif¬ 
ficulty, the minifter extorted from him 
an avowal, that the caufe of this terrific 
idea, was the remorfe which he felt, in 
having been acceffary to a fcherne of 
fraud and villainy; that he had been 
privately married, for feveral months,.to 
the attorney’s daughter, previous to her 
union with my uncle, Sir William; that 
15 he 
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he had been induced, by promifes of a 
handfome provifion for Kfe, not to reveal 
this fecret; and what was of ftill greater 
importance, that he was in polTeilion of 
a letter from the young woman, in which 
fhe urged him to declare their marriage, 
becaufe fhe found that fhe was pregnant 
of the child, which fhe afterwards palm* 
ed upon the credulous baronet, as the 
fruits of their own wedded love. 

“ This letter,” continued the mini fter, 
“ is now in my hands; and I recommend 
to you, not to lofe time in afferting your 
rights, and likewife to fhew your grati¬ 
tude to heaven, by applying your for¬ 
tune to good purpofes, inftead of con- 
fuming it in feafting, riot, and debau¬ 
chery.” 

“ I promifed to follow the reverend 
paftor’s advice in both points, and im¬ 
mediately communicated this good news 
*0 Carruthers, who was almoft as much 

overjoyed. 
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overjoyed as myfelf, and we returned 
forthwith to Edinburgh, in order to 
commence the neceffary proceedings, for 
inluring the interference of juftice in my 
behalf. 

“ As a detailed account of thefe pro¬ 
ceedings would not afford you much 
amufement,fullice it to fay, that my claims 
were admitted to their fulleft extent} 
that the attorney’s daughter was com¬ 
pelled to refume her humble fituatlon in 
life, with the additional mortification of 
being hated, for the airs (he had given 
herfelf during her profperity; and that 
the little gentleman, who was to have 
elbowed me out of my title and eftate, 
was declared to be a bafe-born bantling, 
unworthy of being engrafted on the il- 
luftrious flock of the M'Corcodales. 

** To crown my good luck, I found 
that 1 was deflined to reap all the fruits 
of my uncle’s economical plans and pap. 

fimonious. 
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Union ions difpcfition, which had more 
than trebled his paternal property, and 
which now put me in poffefiion of a clear 
income of ten thoufand a-year. This 
was, no doubt, a great change in my 
affairs; but dill greater was the change 
which I experienced in the manners and 
attentions of others. The poftman came 
loaded to the door, every morning, with 
letters of congratulation, from perfons 
whom I had never feen ; and as many 
more begged leave to be admitted to the 
honour of confanguinity. The very 
-fame people, who, a few months before, 
had palled me by unnoticed and un¬ 
heeded in the crowd, now overwhelmed 
me with difgufting civilities, till unable 
to bear any longer this unceafmg dif- 
play of impudence, mingled with fervi- 
lity, I quitted the country, and fought 
for the more defirable lot of compara¬ 
tive obfeurity, in the great vortex of the 

metropolis. 
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metropolis. But I had made an erro-. 
neous calculation, in fuppofmg that even 
’lie magnitude and buftle of London 
could afford me a fafe afylum, from the 
attacks of invincible aflurance and per- 
fevering fclf-intereft; and, in a Ihort 
time, my porter’s lift exhibited fuch a 
copious catalogue of northern names, 
its v.CuIj have induced a common ob- 
ferver to fnppofe, that I had been ap¬ 
pointed prefident of the Board of Ccn- 
troul, or governor-general of Bengal. 
It is incumbent on me, however, to make 
an honourable exception, with regard to 
my coufin, Lady Belmont, whofe houfe. 
was ever open to me, as well in the early 
as in the latter part of my life, and 
whofe civilities were neither increafed 
nor diminilhed, by the fudden changes 
of fortune, which it was my lot to ex¬ 
perience. This goes to prove, that cer- 
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tain oddities of manner, and peculiarities 
of character, are not incompatible with 
a good heart and a generous difpo- 
fit ion. 

“ As to the fubfequent part of my 
hiflory, l think, it hardly worthy of men* 
tion, fince it has been confined to a dis¬ 
charge of my parliamentary duties, and 
an indulgence in thofe literary pu. 'hits', 
for which I have always pr^ferved a 
raftc, both in the hurry of bufinefs, and 
amidit the blunuimmcnti of pleafure and 
dilfipation. 

“ When I fct out, tail futnmer, upon a 
tour to the continent, I promifed tnyfelf 
confiderable fat it faction from my jour¬ 
ney, and in that expe&ation, L was not 
difappointed: yet, I candidly confefs, 
that I was far from forefeeing, that it 
would be the means of making me ac¬ 
quainted with perfons, from whofe fo- 

dety* 
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-ciety, I have already derived fo much en- 
joy/nent; and, in particular, with one 
perfon, from the continuation of whofe 
favour the whole happinefs of my life 
mud ultimately depend.” 
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The ftroke of gallantry, with which the 
baronet concluded his narrative, occa- 
fioned a delicate fuffufion on the cheeks 
of the gentle Eugenie, that did not efcape 
the notice of his other hearers, and that 
rendered her more interefting than ever. 

In the courfe of a few days, Brinboc’s 
health was ib much improved, as to ad¬ 
mit of his going out; and he had been 
with Sir James, to pay a vifit to fome 
friends, in the neighbourhood of Hamp- 
ftead, when returning through fome of 
the word parts of the town, the car¬ 
riage was flopped by a vaft concourfe 
of people, at the corner of a narrrow 
itreet, near Sr. Giles’s. Brinboc, impa¬ 
tient of delay, and defirous to know the 

caufe 
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•caufe of this detention, looked out of the 
window, and perceived a man, mounted 
pn a cobler’s ftool, at the door of a por- 
ter-houfe, and haranguing the mob with 
mod extravagant gefticulations j while 
the rabble, in return for his eloquence, 
frequently faluted him with handfuls of 
mud and filth from the kennel* Our 
hero and his friend were about to pro¬ 
ceed, when their curiofity was farther 
excited, by hearing the orator vociferate 
the words liberty , equality, and regenera¬ 
tion ; and defiring the coachman to ftop, 
they caught a glimpfe of the fpeaker, 
juft as the vehemence of his a&ion had 
made him lofe bis balance, in confe- 
quence of which, he was hurled from his 
roftrum to the ground with extraordi¬ 
nary violence. 

Fearful that the unfortunate devil 
might have received material injury by 
his fall, Brinboc and Sir James imme¬ 
diately 
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diately alighted, and had him taken into 
the ale-houfe, where, in fpite of the fil¬ 
er uftation of dirt, which covered the phi- 
lofopher’s face, they recognized the fea¬ 
tures of their old acquaintance Halfatz. 
Upon enquiry, they learned from the 
matter of the houfe, that this celebrated 
metaphyfician had been his lodger for 
fome time, and that, notwithftanding the 
difficulty with which he expreffed him- 
felf in Englilh, he had been confidered 
as a very great man by fome of his cuf- 
tomers, efpecially by thofe members of 
th^ correfponding fociety, who were in 
the practice of frequenting his houfe. 
He alfo added, that Halfatz was in the 
daily habit of drinking great quantities 
of fpirituous liquors, which he fuppofed* 
had affe&ed bis intelle&s, as he had lat¬ 
terly manifefted fymptoms of infanity, 
which had induced the publican to defire 
his guett, that morning, to feek for a 

lodging 
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lodging elfewhere; but that the philo- 
fopher had anfwered in a rage, that every 
thing was common property among re¬ 
generated nations, a pofttion, which he 
was endeavouring to prove to the multi¬ 
tude, when Sir James’s carriage was 
Hopped in the ftreet. 

While the man was delivering this ac¬ 
count, Brinboc obferved, that Halfatz 
bled pretty copioufly from the nofe and 
head, in confequence of the contufions 
which he received in his fall, and he de¬ 
fined that a furgeon might be fent for, to 
drefs his wounds. He then ft rove to 
make himfelf known to the metaphyfi- 
cian; but the latter feemed to be com¬ 
pletely out of his fenfes, and to have loft: 
all recolle&ion of both the gentlemen. 
When the furgeon arrived, and attempt¬ 
ed to examine his head, he became more 
outrageous than ever, and probably fan¬ 
cying that he was in the a ft of ftorming 
von. hi. m the 
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the Baftille, he called the ale-houfe 
keeper by the name of De Launay, and 
ordered, in French, that he ihould be 
hanged immediately at the lamp-poft. 
It was now neceffary for feveral perfons 
to hold him down, while the furgcon 
was applying the proper remedies to his 
cuts and bridles; in the performance of 
which, having occafion to take a piece 
of written paper out of his pocket, Hal- 
fatz fwore that it was a lettre de cachet , 
which, however, he fet at defiance, fince 
the reign of defpotifm was at an end. 
Judging from this language, and the 
other circumftances already related, the 
furgeon pronounced his patient to be 
road, and intimated the neceffity of hav¬ 
ing him removed to a proper place of 
confinement. Sir James and Brinboc 
were too well convinced of the jultice of 
this fentence, to offer it any oppofition, 
and they faw the unfortunate philofopher 

carried 
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carried off to a mad-houfe j there, in ail 
probability, to terminate the remainder 
of his lingular and miferable life. 

When Brinboc recounted his morning 
adventure to Madame de Rofenfelt and 
his filler, they both feemed to commife- 
rate the wretched fate of Halfatz, whofe 
wild fchemes of reform were likely to 
end in Bedlam, where indeed they might 
have been fufpe&ed of having origi¬ 
nated. 

“ Though I am likewife inclined to 
pity, in any individual,” faid Sir James 
M'Corcodale, “ fo ferious a calamity 
as the privation of reafon, flill 1 cannot 
help obferving, that this foreign philo- 
fopher appears to have trefpaffed a little 
on the rights and privileges of my coun¬ 
trymen. 

“ An Englilhman hardly ever goes 
mad upon any fubje&s, except religion 
and politics. He no fooner begins t 
m 2 get 
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get a twift in the head, than he falls to 
ftudying the Apocalypfe with unremit¬ 
ting attention j and the fruits of his lu¬ 
cubrations are ufually, either a learned 
treatife, to prove that the pope is Anti- 
chrift; or elfe a polite epiftle to the 
King, offering himfelf for the place of 
prime minifter; or, perhaps, demanding 
one of the princeffes in marriage, out of 
regard to the general good of the nation. 
Such, commonly fpeaking, are the 
fhapes in which mental derangement 
manifefts itfelf in England; though the 
late revolutionary mania has, I believe, 
extended thofe bleffings to fome other 
countries, where an immoderate ftudy 
of the rights of man, has produced effects 
dill more ftrange and diftreffing.” 

Brinboc fmiled at the comparifon, and 
mentioned a cafe in point, of the celebrat¬ 
ed Madcmoifellc Tberoigne de Mericour , 
who, after taking a confpicuous part in 

the 
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the early ftages of the French revolution, 
was now confined to a mad-houfe. He 
added, however, with a more ferious 
countenance, that there were many, who 
had not even this excufe to allege, in 
extenuation of the crimes and exceffes 
which they had committed. 

This converfation, which took place 
at the Miffes Malcoms, was interrupted, 
to the great furprize of all prefent, by 
the unlooked for appearance of M. de 
S. Didier. The illuftrious fcene painter 
had heard of,Sir James’s arrival in town, 
and being very defirous of cultivating 
his acquaintance, he had gone, without 
lofs of time, to pay him his refpe&s; 
but not finding him in Grofvenor-fquare, 
he followed’ him, without ceremony, to 
a houfe where he had never been in his 
life. Here the Gafcon indulged in his 
ufual volubility of fpeech, paid the ladies 
abundance of compliments, though he 
m 3 had 
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had never feen them before; and fuc- 
ceeded at laft, by a fingular mixture of 
impudence and originality, in procuring 
to the company a confiderable (hare of 
amufement. Being about to withdraw, 
S. Didier whifpered in Brinboc’s ear, 
“ My dear friend, I only heard of your 
misfortune, when it was too late to be 
of any fervice to you, or to give any 
proof of the fxncerity of my attachment 
to my old fchool-fellow: but you will 
not be forry to hear, that that fcoundrel, 
Lapipee, has been fent out of the coun¬ 
try, under the Alien Ad; a good deed, 
to which I am proud to fay, I contri¬ 
buted my fliare, both from a fenfe of 
public jultrce, and as fome confolation 
to you, who were the vi&im of his vil¬ 
lainy.” 

Brinboc made no reply to this kind 
declaration; and Sir James, on his re¬ 
turn home, defired to be always denied 

to 
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to S. Didier; not out of any diflike to 
the man, but becaufe he forefaw, that if 
the fcene painter was once admitted into 
his houfe, there would be no end to his 
vifits; which, however they might amufe, 
at great diftances from each other, would 
be fure to tire and difguft, on frequent 
repetition. 


M 4. 
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CHAP. LXIII. 

Our. hero’s health being now com¬ 
pletely re-eftabliffied, and the houfe 
which was taken by him and his bride 
being quite ready for their reception, a 
day was appointed for the celebration of 
the double wedding. It had been relblv- 
ed at firt't that no one fliould be prefent 

at the folemnity, except Baron T - -— 

and the Miffes Malcom, to the former 
of whom was afiigned the office of 
giving away the two ladies, while the 
latter were to aft in the capacity of 
bride-maids; but Mr. O’Rourke (of 
whom we have fo often fpoken before) 
chancing to come to town in the in¬ 
terim with his young wife, they alfo 
petitioned him to aiEft: at the ceremony. 

In- 
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Indeed, both Eugenie and Madame : 
de Rofenfelt were charmed with the 
manners and converfation of Mrs. 
O’Rourke, who, befides being extremely 
pretty, united to the ufual vivacity of 
her countrywomen a great deal of good 
fenfe and good humour, which made 
her company very defirable, In ad¬ 
dition to thefe qualifications, file like- 
wife poffefled a certain degree of Hi¬ 
bernian accent, which, though per¬ 
haps not fully appreciated by the fo¬ 
reign ladies, was not thrown away upon 
thofe who have a tafte for fuph kind of 
embellifhments. 

The reader is not to infer from 
hence, that Madame de Rofenfelt and' 
Eugenie were not competent miftreffes 
of the Englifh language, an advantage 
for which they were principally in¬ 
debted to the circumftance of having 
been educated in the convent of Eng- 
m 5, lift 
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lifli nuns at Paris; but then it feldom 
happens that the ear of a foreigner is 
fo nicely formed as to be able to per¬ 
ceive a flight variation from that pecu¬ 
liar cadence of voice which belongs 
particularly to each language, to the 
exclufion of all others, and indepen¬ 
dently of provincial words, or idioms. 
To return to the candidates for Hy¬ 
meneal honours, every thing appeared 
to favour their wiflies, and the gales of 
pTofperity feemed to have fet in at laft, 
in order to waft their barks to the 
fhores of human felicity; but in un- 
forefeen accident had nearly deflroyed 
this flattering profpeft, and over¬ 
whelmed, in irremediable misfortune, 
the perfons mod deeply concerned in 
this fcheme of happinefs. 

It chanced that winter that the froft 
commenced rather earlier than ufual,and 
Sir James M’Cor codale having contract¬ 
ed, 
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ed, during his refidence in Ruffia, a great 
partiality for the diverfion of ikating, 
he went out one morning to indulge in 
his favourite amufement. Brinboc ac¬ 
companied the baronet to the Serpen¬ 
tine River, in Hyde Park; but being 
no proficient in this invigorating, though 
often dangerous exercife, he contented 
himfelf with walking on the banks of 
the frozen river, and obferving, with 
confiderable pleafure, the mazy evolu* 
tions and elegant attitudes of thofe 
who glided along its llippery furface. 
It is probable that the fkaters, in their 
eagemefs after pleafure, had not waited 
till the ice was every where fuflkientiy 
ftrong to bear their weight; for Brin- 
boc’s attention was fuddenly roufed by 
piercing fhrieks, emitted by feveral per- 
fons at once; and, calling his eyes to 
the fpot from whence they came, he 
beheld, with horror, the friend of his 
m $ heart 
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heart finking into the watery abyfs, 
which its brittle covering had fuddenly 
opened under his feet. 

Regardlefs of his own fafety, and 
forgetful of every perfonal confideration, 
Brinboc difengaged himfelf in a mo¬ 
ment from his outward apparel, and, 
rufhing forward on the ice amongft 
the appalled fpe&ators, each of whom 
now trembled for his own fecurity, he 
arrived at the fatal fpot, the verge of 
which he no fooner touched than the 
ice gave way a fecond time, and he 
was likewife precipitated into the river. 
Fortunately for them both, Brinboc was 
an excellent fwimmer, and, after plung¬ 
ing twice ineffe&ually, on his third 
re-appearance he brought up Sir James, 
whom- he grafped by the hair with one 
hand, while with; jhe other he caught 
hold of a rope, thrown to.him from the 
fhore, by means of which be drew the 
^ almofl 
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almoft lifelefs Baronet from his perilous 
fituation. 

It was fome time before Sir James 
recovered his fenfes; and when he did, 
the firft ufe he made of them was to 
afk for Brinboc. Probably the image 
of the latter bounding forward to refcue 
him from deftru&ion, was the lail idea 
which had prefented itfelf to his mind 
immediately previous to the fufpenfion 
of his faculties, and upon their revival 
it ftill held its place in his memory, and 
produced this queftion, expreflive of 
apprehenfion*for the fafety of his friend. 
Brinboc foon convinced Sir James that 
he had alfo efcaped their common dan¬ 
ger, and, after exchanging their drip¬ 
ping garments for dry ones* procured 
by fome of the bye-ftanders, they were 
conveyed home in the carriage of an 
acquaintance, who happened to have 
witneifed the whole fcene. 


As 
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As the firft news of this adventure 
was communicated to the ladies by the 
chief altors in it themfelves, the former 
were fpared the cruel anxiety which 
they mud have experienced had it 
come to them by any other channel ; 
but the recolle&ion of Brinboc’s gallant 
conduit made a profound irnprefiion 
on M'Corcodale’s grateful heart, while 
the tears of mingled joy and fenfi- 
bility, which ftole down the rofeate 
cheek of the gentle Eugenie, evinced the 
(hare the latter poffeffed of her affeltion; 
and, as intrepidity is one of the quali¬ 
ties mod highly prized in men by 
the fofter fex, perhaps Madame de Ro- 
fenfelt felt an almoil equal degree of 
fatisfa&ion in contemplating the noble 
deed achieved that day by her lover. 
This was, indeed, true courage; but 
there are many renowned duellifts, who, 
inftead of ailing in the fame manner, 

would. 
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would, in fimilar circum(lances, have 
contented themfelves with {homing and 
hallooing from the Ihore, or fending 
fome one elfe to fave a drowning man, 
taking very good care, at the fame 
time, not to endanger their own precious 
perfons. 

It would now feem that Fortune, in 
a fit of remorfe for the tricks which (he 
had played our hero, was refolved to 
make him all the reparation in her 
power, by not only prefenting him with 
an,amiable wife, but alfo with the means 
of fupporting that wife in eafe and 
affluence, circum dances which often 
have a mighty ihare in determining 
whether wives, as well as hufbands,{hall 
be amiable or otherwife. 

The very evening of the day on which 
Sir James M'Corcodale had nearly fal¬ 
len a victim to his paffion for Heating,, 
a letter was put into Brinhoc’s hands, 

the 
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the fuperfcription of which annnoun- 
ced it to be from Madame de Flavigny, 
whofe friendly, not to fay mothorly 
conduct towards Eugenie, we have of¬ 
ten had occafion to fpeak of in the pre¬ 
ceding periods of this hiftory. A letter 
from Madame de Flavigny was, in it- 
felf, a caufe of exultation; but w'hen 
the contents of it came to be perufed, 
they were fuch as could not deftroy the 
pleafurable emotion which it had fir ft 
excited. M. Rend- Gilbert-Florentin de 
Brinboc, formerly Ssigneur de Kcrfe- 
tiiercbe , and deputy to the ftates of 
Britanny, was a very diftant relation of 
our hero’s, who, in the early flages of the 
revolution, had greatly diftinguilhed 
himfelf, both by oppofing the meafures 
of the court, and by forwarding, to the 
utmoft of his power, the grand work 
of national regeneration. In return for 
thefe patriotic exertions, not omitting a 

volun- 
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voluntary furrender of all manerial and 
other feudal rights, the faid Seigneur de 
Kerfemcrche was ftripped of a confider- 
able part of his property, thrown into 
prifon, and condemned to die by the 
guillotine, from which he only efcaped 
by a fpecies of miracle. Difgufted at 
this ungrateful and unexpe&ed treat¬ 
ment, he went into the oppofite ex¬ 
treme, and became as violent an enemy 
to every thing connected with the re¬ 
volution, as he had been before its 
warm admirer. Having always lived 
in a ftate of celibacy, like mod of the 
philofophical reformers of that epoch, 
and finding that nature was about to 
perform that office for him which the 
terrorifts meant only to have antici¬ 
pated, the lord of Kerfemerche fought 
in his mind for an heir, who might in¬ 
herit the remainder of his property, and 
the whole of his diflike to thofe who 

had 
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had deprived him of the red. He had 
no near relations, and he bequeathed 
his fortune to the hero of thefe me¬ 
moirs, partly becaufe he bore his name, 
and partly becaufe it might be prefumed 
that the latter was not prepoflfefled in 
favour of thofe events which had driven 
him from his native country. 

Important as this bequeft might ap¬ 
pear upon paper, it would have been 
little better than an empty title, had it 
folely related to property in France, 
which, from Brinboc’s fituation as an 
emigrant, would not then have ren¬ 
dered him a bit the richer: but, luckily 
for him, it likewife comprehended cer¬ 
tain eflates in the ifland of Martinique, 
which ifland had recently fuTrendered to 
a Britifh army. Upon inquiry among 
the planters from that colony who hap¬ 
pened to be in England, it was com¬ 
puted that the annual produce of thofe 

eflates 
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eftates could not be lefs than from two 
to three thoufand pounds. Thus was 
Brinboc enriched by a legacy from a 
quarter where he had no reafon to ex¬ 
pert any fuch thing, and enabled at 
once to marry the objeft of his affec¬ 
tions, without any fear or anxiety for 
their future fupport, in a way con¬ 
formable to their accuftomed habits and 
indulgences, a refle&ion quite fuper- 
fluous among romantic lovers, but by 
no means to be defpifed in a connexion 
in which cqmmon fenfe forms any 
part. 

It is needlefs to fay that this fortunate 
windfall did not tend to retard the 
double nuptials; and the day appoint¬ 
ed for their celebration being arrived, 
though with tardy fteps, according to 
the ideas of the impatient brothers-in- 
law, the indiffoluble knot was tied, in 
the prefence of the perfons whom we 

have 
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have already mentioned, befidcs the 
faithful Fulgence, who participated in 
the general joy, notv. ithftanding the 
painful reflections which might have oc¬ 
curred to his mind, in confequence of 
the lefs favourable termination of his 
own amour with th^t everiafling dif- 
grace to the order of Abigails, the 
faithlefs Pauline. Madame de Br ?r >boc, 
(as we mull now call her) looked 
all grace and elegance, according t- 
cuftomj and the gentle Eugenie (or 
Lady M‘Corcodale) was the emblem of 
innocence and foftnefs, beautifully per- 
fonified. Nor did the difparity of years 
that exifted between her and her bride¬ 
groom deflroy in the leaft the harmony 
of this fine group ; for though the Ba¬ 
ronet was a good round forty, health 
and vigour, the effeCls of temperance 
and fobriety, were ftamped upon his 
perfon and* countenance; and his maf- 

culine 
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culine ftrength feemed well adapted for 
the guardianlhip of the delicate beauty 
confided to his caro. 

As to tlie thrice happy Brinboc, he 
did *. t laugh once during the cere¬ 
mony, to the great aficahimieat of the 
pariftvckik, >v!:o expefted a valt deal of 
giggli.'g 'tom fo young a man; but 
when, ir v.as over, he call a glance at 
his amiable bride, which might have 
improved the ideas of a painter who 
wilhed to delineate Adam’s expreffion 
of countenance, when meeting our firft 
mother, previous to their fatal tranf- 
greffion. Carriages were waiting at the 
church door to convey away the new- 
married couples, and they fet off imme¬ 
diately for Woodbine Lodge, which 
Sir J ames had borrowed from Lady Bel¬ 
mont for a few days, and from whence 
they returned to move in circles, that 
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they were all eminently • formed to 
grace } in different ways. 

Lady Belmont undertook to intro¬ 
duce the foreign ladies to the fafhionable 
world, a kind office, in which (he was 
affifted by her daughter, Mifs Celeftina; 
while the honourable Mr. Belmont, her 
fon, loll no opportunity of hinting to 
Brinboc his thorough knowledge of 
horfe-fleih, and his extraordinary {kill in 
driving four in hand; an endowment 
in which he rivalled the moft expert 
coachmen in the kingdom. 

By the help of a little prudence and 
management, however, Sir James and 
Brinboc both contrived to have only juft 
as much of this polite perfection'as was 
absolutely unavoidable *, and then they had 
it in their power to indulge in pleafures 
of a lefs common, though, perhaps, not 
lefs valuable nature, by giving way to 

their 
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their tafte for rational amufement, in 
the fociety of a limited number of 
friends, with the greater number of 
whom the reader is already acquainted. 

We cannot relinquifh the tafk that 
we impofed upon ourlelves, by becoming 
the biographers of M. de Brinboc, with¬ 
out informing our readers, with a de¬ 
gree of fatisfa&ion in which we are fure 
that they will participate, that the in¬ 
famous Chevreville, who contributed, 
in fome degree, to the misfortunes 
of our hero,, and ftill more to the 
fufferings of the gentle Eugenie, paid at 
Iaft the forfeit of his crimes, though, 
perhaps, not in proportion to the ex¬ 
tent of their number and atrocity, by 
ending his days in folitary confinement, 
in one of the prifons of Paris, fome years 
later than the period at which this hif- 
tory is fuppofeii to terminate. We beg 
leave alfo to add, that the interpretation 

of 
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of M. de Brinboc’s dream, as related in 
the fourth chapter of this work, may be 
fpeedily expe&ed, from the unwearied 
exertions and penetrating genius of two 
learned German profefiors, whofe great 
proficiency in the philofophical fyftems 
of Kant and Fichte render them pe¬ 
culiarly well qualified for labours of 
this fort. 


FINIS. 


Slrdun toi PreAon, 
Prium-SUfM. 




